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Voters will decide in November whether to eliminate the 
sales tax on groceries. The city of Brandon stands to 
lose an estimated $565,000 in revenue.

Jimmy John’s on pace to open Aug. 13

continued on page 10

Passage of IM 28 would ‘cripple’ city budget 

Council takes first 
step to add second

access to Aspen Park 

Joshua Haiar & Jill Meier
S.D. Searchlight &
Brandon Valley Journal

A new analysis of the Nov. 
5 ballot measure aiming to 
eliminate state sales taxes 
on groceries projects state 
revenue losses ranging 
from $134 million to $646 
million annually.

For the city of Brandon, 
potential lost revenue is 
$565,000, which is enough 
to essentially “cripple” the 
city’s annual budget.

On July 30 in Pierre, the 

Legislative Research Coun-
cil presented the analysis to 
lawmakers on the state bud-
get committee. Council em-
ployees provide research, 
analysis and administrative 
support to legislators.

Backers of the citizen-ini-
tiated  ballot measure  only 
aim to prohibit state sales 
taxes on groceries, but 
the measure references 
items sold for “human 
consumption.” The wide 
range of potential revenue 
losses depends on how 
“human consumption” is 

interpreted. 
“This is why words mat-

ter,” said Jeff Mehlhaff, the 
council’s chief fiscal ana-
lyst. 

“’Human consumption’ 
needs to be better defined,” 
City Administrator Bryan 
Read said.

A narrow interpretation 
limits the measure’s impact 
to groceries. A broader in-
terpretation includes many 
goods and services used by 
people, based on definitions 
and interpretations of “con-
sume” and “consumption.” 

Utilities, toiletries and car 
repairs are some exam-
ples cited by the council as 
goods and services techni-
cally “consumed” by hu-
mans.  

The narrow definition 
would reduce state revenues 
by an estimated $133.6 mil-
lion. The broader interpre-
tation would result in an 
estimated revenue loss of 
up to $646.2 million. The 
state’s  total annual bud-
get is $7.3 billion.

A coalition formed to op

Jill Meier
Journal editor

A long-time “ommunity want” took a baby step forward 
Monday night, as the Brandon City Council gave unani-
mous approval to Resolution #24-24 East Ironwood Reso-
lution of Necessity.

The approval is the starting point for a special assess-
ment process, which would provide a second entrance/exit 
at Aspen Park.

For years, a second entrance/exit to the park has been a 
priority of both the city council and park advisory com-
mittee. It’s been cited as a public safety issue and would 
lessen long lines of traffic coming into and leaving the park. 
The construction of East Ironwood from Sioux Boulevard 
to Aspen Park is included in the city’s 2025 Capital Im-
provement Plan (CIP), and because this is a new road and 
utilities, it’s the city’s intent to special assess approximately 
20 percent of the construction cost to benefitted properties.

The total estimated cost of the extending East Ironwood 
is $2,944,178, of which $1,580,328 is considered to be 
non-assessable. That leaves $1,296,731.69 to be assessed 
against the benefitted properties. The city would cover 80.6 
percent ($2,374,010) of the total estimated cost.

As explained by City Administrator Bryan Read, the 
Resolution of Necessity is the first step in the special as-
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The agony of defeatThe agony of defeat

Photo courtesy of Jenn LaBrie 
Brandon Valley’s Jackson Adams shows some frustration during an at-bat against Harrisburg Gold in the open-
ing-round game of the 2024 South Dakota Legion Baseball Tournament in Brookings on Tuesday, June 30. For 
a report on the state Legion Baseball Tournament, see page 13. continued on page 21

Jill Meier
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Jimmy John’s will open for busi-
ness next week, and owner Houston 
Hartwig can’t wait to show customers 
how fast a sandwich can be placed in 
their hands.

That’s especially true for those who 
order from the drive thru.

“It actually takes longer to order a 
sandwich than it does for us to make 
it,” Hartwig said. “We’re excited about 
our drive thru in Brandon with its easy 
access. The drive thru is our king and 
it’s what we focus on the most.”

Jimmy John’s will open Tuesday, 
Aug. 13 in the Brandon 90 Plaza. It’s 
the fifth store for Hartwig, who also 

continued on page 10

Equipment failure 
leads city to declare 
water emergency  

Jill Meier
Journal editor

A major equipment failure at the city of Brandon’s water 
treatment plant constituted a water emergency declaration 
over the weekend.

The city blasted the declaration via Facebook and 
through the citywide texting program, asking residents to 
conserve water by limiting loads of laundry and using the 
dishwasher. A ban on lawn watering was also enacted. The 
water remained safe for consumption, but residents were 
warned of possible low pressure and discoloration.

Rollie Hoeke, public works director, reported at Mon-
Jill Meier/BV Journal 

Houston Hartwig will open his fifth Jimmy John’s on Aug. 13 in Brandon. He’s 
excited to showcase the restaurant’s fast and easy service.

Thisone’s
on us!

COMPLIMENTARY ISSUE



As we enter into the 
month of August, many of 
our local schools are pre-
paring for the beginning of 
the Fall sports and music 
seasons. It is always an ex-
citing time listening to the 
Brandon Valley band strike 
up the instruments, which 
seems to be all day long, 
as they strenuously pre-
pare for another successful 
marching band season. We 
see the football players that 

c o m p e t e 
at the high 
school lev-
el as well 
as younger 
ages, get-
ting their football equip-
ment to start the seasons. 
The volleyball players and 
cross country runners are 
participating in camps and 
early morning runs prior to 
the July and August heat. I 
remember as a young boy 

in Mitch-
ell, going 
to the Mid-
dle School 
my sev-
enth-grade 

year and receiving those 
football pads for tackle 
football. I’m probably dat-
ing myself, but we had to 
snap all the pads into the 
pants we received. I had no 
idea where the pads were 
supposed to be placed and 

more than likely had them 
misplaced. What stands out 
most though is trying on the 
helmets. Once the coach 
found a helmet he thought 
fit, he slapped his hand (I 
think as hard as he could) 
on the top of the helmet, 
while it was on my head. I 
wondered and still do, was 
that necessary? It left me 
with a huge headache! That 
probably should have been 

Time flies by, not the 
minutes or hours some-
times, but always the weeks 
and this week is a special 
blur of time passing by.

The week has been spent 
learning how to deal with 
a replacement knee; what 
I can and cannot do from 
a walker; how long can 
I be upright before I feel 
exhausted and need to sit 
down with my leg up or my 
leg up with an ice pack to 
cool the knee down. 

It’s been a time to learn 
about how difficult it is to 

ask for help, but 
realizing you have 
to or some need 
is not going to be 
met. My wife and 
I totally agree that 
it is easier to assist 
someone else than to ask 
for help. Over the years we 
both have filled in as tem-
porary care givers to each 
other and to other family 
and friends, so we have 
experience in both roles.

I had imagined what the 
recovery and rehab process 
would be like. I anticipated 

the pain and adjustments 
that would be part of the 
day to day. And for the 
most part, my imagination 
was worse than reali-
ty. There has been pain, but 
not as severe as expected; 
some amount of discom-
fort and the inability to get 
comfortable in familiar 
positions while sitting or 

lying in bed.
Keeping occupied with-

out being physically able 
to move freely has been a 
challenge – all these things 
I could do if only I could 
lift this or move that. And 
then, the things you can 
do take so much longer to 
accomplish, whether you 
need help or doing things 
while using a walker or just 
getting from one room to 
another. A trip to the bath-
room becomes a mission to 
be planned – what else can 

The excitement has been 
brewing here at the Jour-
nal office over the last few 
weeks. Friday, you see, was 
the start of our eighth year 
of publishing your local 
news source and shopper, 
the Brandon Valley Journal 
and the Brandon Valley 
Trader.

And that’s the very rea-
son for the complimentary 
24-page issue that’s in 
your hands. If you’re a 
print or online subscriber, 
thank you for choosing us. 
If you pick us up on the 
newsstands, we’re happy 
that you’re doing that, too. 

But if you’ve 
never given us a 
read, here’s your 
chance. We hope 
that you like 
what you see, 
and please know, 
it’s a representation of 
what you’ll receive in your 
locally-focused community 
weekly newspaper week in 
and week out.

From the very beginning, 
our mantra has been “Local 
News. Local Sports. Local 
Every Issue,” and our focus 
has not changed from Vol-
ume 1, Issue 1 to now.

We are here for you 52 

weeks of the year, and you 
can read all about the place 
you call “home,” about the 
people you call “friend” 
and the events and topics 
that are important to you.

Here’s the deal: if it’s 
important to you, it’s im-
portant to us.

And so, we’re cele-
brating this Thursday and 
Friday with new subscriber 
specials, deals for current 

subscribers, and of course, 
birthday cake, because you 
can’t – or you shouldn’t 
– have a birthday party 
without cake. 

Our gift to new subscrib-
ers who choose to have the 
Journal delivered in your 
mailbox each week, is free 
online access. To those who 
are already plucking us out 
of the mailbox each week, 
please stop by to enjoy 
some cake and conversa-
tion, trinkets and all can 
register for door prizes.

As we like to say this 
time of year, “You can have 
your cake and read it, too!”
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Jill Meier | Editor

Come celebrate with us!

THE CASUAL
OBSERVER

Dave Baumeister | Contributor

So, it has been a week ...

continued on page 4

Let the Games begin

THE ABSENT
UNCLE

D.C. Schultz
Guest Columnist

continued on page 3

In the end, we all just 
want the same thing

Luschas: Do not comply with cashless event ticketing

Recently, I sat 
through the Minne-
haha County Com-
mission discussion 
of a draft “Home-
Rule charter” – and 
the public comment that went along with it.

This was a proposal of something that had been under 
discussion for 30 years and had even come up for a vote 20 
years ago, but before going into the specifics of the latest 
incarnation of Home Rule, some background is necessary.

In 1889, the South Dakota legislature set up the methods 
whereby all counties would be formed. And this eventually 
applied to municipalities, as well.

And beyond that, legislators had the foresight to realize 
that at some time, the template they created for forming 
local governments might not work everywhere.

Except, to do something differently, it requires a majori-
ty vote of city/county electorates.

So, for a Home-Rule charter to be enacted, it is not done 
so by some whim of city or county commissioners; it is a 
mandate of the people.

If the voters in a particular government district don’t 
want it, their method of organization stays the way it was 
designed in 1889.

But even though general state rules call for certain elect-
ed positions, the people elected to many of those positions 
aren’t responsible to anyone. 

Minnehaha County Commissioners have put rules in 
place about fulfilling specific duties on the commission or 

FROM THE
PULPIT

Father Andrew Young
Risen Savior

continued on page 5

SAVAGE
WORDS

Tom A. Savage | Contributing Writer

As you read 
this, I’m in South 
Korea. 

Jerry Garcia 
wasn’t wrong: 
What a long, 
strange trip it’s 
been. 

The flight to Seoul from 
the central United States is 
a tough one, especially on a 
55-year-old body. Two de-
cades ago, my job took me 
to Japan on four different 
occasions. That was on a 
mid-30s year-old body, and 
it was a tough flight then.

I knew going to South 
Korea and the 14-hour 
flight that ensued from 
Minneapolis to Seoul was 
going to be hard last week.

It was.
When I lived in Seattle 

several years ago, my job 
took me to New York a few 
times a year. That flight 
was five hours, and I dread-
ed it every time. Five hours 
on a domestic flight drove 
me crazy.

When I flew from Min-
neapolis to Seoul last week, 
I felt relieved when I saw 
we were nine hours into the 
trip with just five hours to 
go. And then it hit me: We 
still had the Seattle-to-New 
York leg yet to go. That 

was depressing, and pain-
ful. 

Literally, painful.
My legs continued to 

seize up, my butt was as 
numb as an eager root 
canal patient’s mouth-in-
waiting, and my patience 
was running thin.

But I was able to gut it 
out, and I eventually got 
off the plane and made my 
way through customs in 
Seoul. About two hours 
later, I crashed, and truly 
sank into my hotel bed in 
Seoul’s Gangnam district.

South Korea is 14 hours 
ahead of the United States’ 
Central Time Zone. Nat-
urally, it takes a day or so 
to get your sea legs under 
you so you can function 
at a normal level during 
daylight hours.

But after I came out of 
my 24-hour slumber of 
indeed getting acclimated 
to the new time zone, I 
ventured out into Seoul. 
I didn’t notice this before 
when I visited Japan 20 
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Despite bad timing, 
county Home Rule 

should be considered

LETTER LETTER to theto the EDITOR EDITORRecently the Sioux Falls 
Metro Area School Dis-
tricts, including Bran-
don, Tea, Harrisburg and 
Sioux Falls, announced a 
Cashless Ticketing Policy. 
Anyone wanting to attend 
events like football games 
and band competitions will 
have to pay online with a 
credit card and scan a QR 
code from their smartphone 
at the gate. There are multi-
ple reasons why we should 
not comply with this policy. 
First off, cashless ticketing 
reduces funding to schools 
via transaction fees that the 

district pays. The policy 
also discriminates against 
students without smart-
phones / QR codes, low-in-
come people who use cash 
as a budgeting tool to avoid 
high interest rates on cred-
it cards, people with credit 
issues who don’t have a 
credit card, parents who 
don’t think smart phones 
are a healthy choice for 
their students, and elderly 
who don’t know how to use 
a smartphone/QR code. QR 

codes track our kids’ loca-
tions. I have to also scratch 
my head that the Gettysburg 
School district just voted 
on a device-free environ-
ment, while Brandon and 
surrounding school districts 
are requiring students to 
have smartphones to attend 
events. 

It turns out that if you 
contact the school activities 
director to complain, you 
can pay with cash/check for 
activity passes and receive 

an ‘anonymous’ QR code 
printout.  It’s a pain but ap-
parently, it’s possible.  It is 
also my understanding that 
they will take cash at the 
event gate after they “lec-
ture you about the benefits 
of having a smartphone and 
QR code.” I invite the com-
munity to join our family in 
not complying with cash-
less event ticketing by tak-
ing these actions.

Sincerely,
Susan Luschas

Brandon
(Editori’s note: See page 12 
for related story)



Page 3Wednesday, August 7, 2024Brandon Valley Journal

Jill Meier/BV Journal 
Patricia Belanger (left) hosted a women’s makeover event in June. 
Patricia B’s Big Closet received approval from Planning & Zoning last 
week for a conditional use permit to operate the home-based business. 

continued on page 5

Jill Meier
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A home-based fashion styling 
business gained unanimous ap-
proval of its conditional use request 
from Brandon’s Planning & Zoning 
Commission on Aug. 1.

The approval, however, came 
after the applicants were peppered 
with a plethora of questions by P&Z 
Commissioners and a handful of 
conditions were identified.

Patricia and Frank Belanger, 420 
E. Meadowlark Circle, relocated to 
Brandon from Boulder, Colo., last 
December. Along with the couple 
came their home-based business, 
Patricia B’s Big Closet. The Be-
langer’s had lived in unincorporat-
ed area in Colorado, thus eliminat-
ing the need for a home business 
occupation permit there, hence 
why they didn’t apply for the per-
mit earlier. Following an event at 
the Belanger’s in June held in co-
operation with the Brandon Valley 
Area Chamber of Commerce, the 
Belangers were notified of the need 
to obtain a conditional use permit to 
continue operations.

Last week, the Belangers ex-
plained that their business is more 
of a service than a retail business. 
Frank described Patricia B’s Big 
Closet as “makeovers for profes-
sional women who come in here 
and get a full wardrobe change.”

“It’s a service that we offer to 
women,” Patricia added. “We have 
intentions of closing down. We 
came here to retire,” noting their 
intent is to liquidate their entire in-
ventory.

Frank estimated their inventory 
of high-end fashions and one-on-
one style consulting business would 
continue for a year or two.

“I’m putting a wardrobe togeth-
er for women. It’s one-on-one, it’s 
not multiple people at our house,” 
Patricia answered when asked what 

goods and services are provided. 
“I’m educating women on how to 
look beautiful. It’s a service. … 
Sometimes we find a lot of things, 
and sometimes we don’t find a lot. 
… It’s really about women’s em-
powerment.”

Individual styling sessions last 
from two to four hours, Frank in-
formed. 

The Belangers do not charge cli-
ents  an hourly fee for Patricia’s 
styling advice. Frank said that 
would be difficult to do.

“We do it on a per item basis. It’s 
a service but the way we charge 
is based on what they get. We just 
thought that was the more fair way 
of doing it,” he said.

“It’s kind of the way we run the 
company. It’s based on spiritual 
law. We believe that our greatest 
currency is to impact others and the 
world around us, which is why we 

don’t charge a fee. This is really of 
importance to us, just so we can be 
of service to others, and that has al-
ways been our philosophy,” Patricia 
said.

Two neighbors addressed the 
P&Z regarding the Belanger’s con-
ditional use application.

After receiving notification of the 
hearing, neighbors Gene and Pat 
Hammond, 417 Meadowlark Cir-
cle, personally met with the Belan-
gers.

“We just walked across the street 
and asked our neighbors about it,” 
Pat said.

They learned the Belangers 
would not be hosting any further 
“large-scale” events at their home, 
which essentially would eliminate 
any issues with parking.

“We had a question about if this 
is an individual thing, and yes, it is 
an individual thing,” Pat said. “So, 

it’s not a bother to us. Speaking for 
my husband – which is not a new 
thing for me – after visiting with our 
neighbors, we understand what they 
want to do … We have no objection 
to this at all.”

Paul Runia, 408 Meadowlark 
Circle, questioned the timeframe in 
which the Belangers plan to cease 
business operations.

P&Z Commissioner Michael 
Toates suggested a few conditions 
be attached to the permit, such as 
only allowing clients to park in their 
driveway, to not block the sidewalk 
and to conduct all business prior to 
6 p.m. “That way it doesn’t inter-
fere with other people when they 
get home,” he said.

Commissioner Brian Heidbrink 
concurred.

“The board has struggled with 
some past requests that we’ve 
denied for retail,” Heidbrink ex-
plained. “I know you’re providing a 
service and not charging for the ser-
vice. You’re making income based 
on the sale of products, (but) it’s 
kind of a fine line between service 
and retail,” Heidbrink said. “The 
difficulty we’ve had with retail is 
the volume of people in a residen-
tial neighborhood. I understand 
your concept is different than retail 
– more service-oriented. Would you 
be comfortable with us putting a 
condition on the number of people 
we put at a time?”

Frank answered it’s very rare that 
Patricia would be working with 
more than one client at a time.

“It’s focused on that individual 
… If there’s somebody else there, 
it becomes distracting. So, if you 
wanted to put a restriction on that 
it’s only one at a time, we would be 
good with that,” he said.

Toates made the motion to ap-
prove with the previously-men-
tioned conditions.

Commissioner Alica P. Thiele 

TALK of
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Living Springs to give 
away sweet corn

Free sweet corn will be 
given away starting at 11 
a.m. Sunday, Aug. 11 at 
Living Springs Church, 
901 S. Splitrock Blvd., 
Brandon.

Audition virtually Aug. 
14 for ‘American Idol’

Do you have what 
it takes to be the next 
American Idol?

South Dakota singers 
will have an opportunity 
to audition for “Amer-
ican Idol” on Aug. 14 
through a virtual Zoom 
audition.

To register, visit 
https://abc.com/show/
american-idol/auditions.

Aug. 9 golf benefit for 
Chris Terveer

A 4-person golf scram-
ble benefit and silent 
auction for Chris Terveer 
is set for 3 p.m. Friday, 
Aug. 9 at Hidden Valley 
Golf Course in Brandon. 
Cost is $200 per team 
and includes cart and 
meal.

To register a team, text 
Scott Carroll at (605) 
310-6800. 

Donations can be 
made at First National 
Bank, payable to Bene-
fit for Chris Terveer or 
Venmo @Chris-Terveer-
Fund.

Current needs at Bran-
don Food Pantry

Current needs at the 
Brandon Food Pantry 
are bottled juice, micro-
wave popcorn, envelopes 
of muffin mixes, small 
boxes of PopTarts, Man-
wich, Hamburger Help-
er, small cans of beef 
stew, box mix of Jello and 
pudding, granola bars, 
Kleenex.

The BAFP is open 
from 4-6 p.m. Tuesdays 
and Thursdays.

B&G Milkyway stores 
competing for
Avalanche title

B&G Milkyway stores in 
Brandon, Sioux Falls, Tea 
and Harrisburg are com-
peting in the brand’s first 
Avalanche Battle. The Bat-
tle runs through Aug. 31. 
Flavor entries are: Bran-
don, Cinnamon Pretzel; 
Tea, Churro; Harrisburg, 
Frosted Animal Cookie; 
Sioux Falls stores – 12th 
Street, Hot Tamale; 41st 
Street, Chocolate Chip 
Pancake; 69th & Louise, 
Caramel Corn Crase; Har-
modon Park, Blueberry 
Muffin; Sycamore Ave-
nue, Salted Nut Roll; 69th 
& Cliff, Mr. Beast Peanut 
Butter Feastables.

Customers will vote for 
their favorite through a 
Facebook poll. The win-
ning location will be an-
nounced Sept. 1 and will 
receive a “champion” sign 
to display at their store.

August sobriety
checkpoints

The South Dakota 
Highway Patrol will con-
duct sobriety checkpoints 
in 14 different counties 
during the month of Au-
gust. The checkpoints are 
planned for the counties 
of Beadle, Brown, Cod-
ington, Fall River, Jones, 
Kingsbury, Lake, Lyman, 
Minnehaha, Moody, 
Pennington, Roberts, 
Sanborn, and Yankton.

The Casual Observer cont. from page 2

Medication Aide

Help Wanted!

Helping Hand
 Assisted Living Inc.
1000 Teakwood St. Brandon, SD 57005
Mike @ (605) 582-7939  
mike@helpinghandassistedliving.com

Openings for full time/
part-time Med-Aides

Shifts are 7pm-7am or 
7pm-7am. Must be able to 
work every other weekend.

Job Requirements
Med-Aide: High School 
Diploma or GED Required 
per State of South Dakota
Training available for a 
full-time position as a 
medication aide.

605-366-4731
TJSRUBICON@OUTLOOK.COM
Locally made in Garretson, SD!

Homemade meals for dogs

first order
10% OFF

FRESH!  FREE  DEL IVERY!

Call Jess Donkersloot, 
Auctioneer: 

605-331-4550 
Call Lori Donkersloot,  

Office Manager:
507-370-4788

Saturday, August 10 • 10:00 am

We are now taking 
consignments for our 

August Auction.

Demand is good  
for clean farm and 

ranch equipment of  
all types.

FARM • RANCH • CONSTRUCTION

Farm & Ranch Equipment

Located 3 miles east of  
Sioux Falls on I-90 | Exit 402

bppagel@gmail.com | lorid11@hotmail.com auctionzip.com
CALL TO CONSIGN TODAY!

AUCTIONAUCTION

they get thrown off, but other elect-
ed officials don’t have any such re-
strictions.

The State’s Attorney doesn’t have 
to be an attorney.

And the auditor, treasurer and 
register of deeds don’t even have to 
show up at work.

If they can get people to elect 
them, they get paid no matter what 
they do or don’t do.

So once that person is elected, 
there is no accountability. And who-
ever is an incumbent, buys a lot of 
billboards and (in South Dakota) 
runs as a Republican, is most likely 
going to get re-elected.

This is where Home Rule could 
play a part.

Commissioner Joe Kippley did 
bring a draft Home-Rule proposal 
that called for the combination of 
the auditor, treasurer and register of 
deeds into one appointed position, 
but that was just a draft propos-

al, and many changes could (and 
should) be made to it before it ever 
gets to the voters.

But putting aside who might lose 
a job, the proposal of Home Rule in 
Minnehaha County is a good one.

The city of Sioux Falls, which 
is most of Minnehaha County has 
used Home Rule since it was voted 
for in 1994.

Currently, Minnehaha County is 
home to over 200,000 people.

The county with the next largest 
population – Pennington – has just 
over half the people as Minnehaha 
at 117,000.

The smallest county – Jones 
County – has around 800 people.

Does it make sense that all of the 
counties in our state should have to 
follow the same format.

That’s like saying Walmart must 
use the same business plan as Ma 
and Pa’s Consignment Shop in Trail 
City. 

Instead of people packing a meet-
ing to tell everyone why a certain 
elected official is the greatest thing 
since sliced bread, they should have 
been saying, “Let’s look at this pro-
posal to see how it can be drafted so 
no one is going to lose her job in the 
next five months.”

The charter can just as easily be 
written to take affect when the terms 
of the current auditor and register 
of deeds end. It isn’t nice to take a 
person’s job away from them unex-
pectedly. However, every elected 
official should admit the possibility 
that they won’t be employed after 
the next election.

If people are really worried about 
elected officials being responsible 
to the voters, they get much more 
accountability with the county com-
missioners, as their make-up can 
completely change every two years, 
as opposed to four.

But again, if Home Rule were to 

be adopted, it would be decided by 
the voters, and not by who can yell 
the loudest in a meeting room.

When I spoke with Commission 
chairman Dean Karsky about this 
issue, he said the reason it was being 
brought up now was not because of 
any one person, but because we are 
coming up to a general election that 
should draw a huge voter turnout.

And while that makes very good 
sense, I think there does need to be 
more than 100 days for the propos-
al to be fleshed out before voters 
would be able to make an informed 
decision on it.

So yes, I think the proposal of 
Home Rule for Minnehaha County 
is good, but no, I don’t think rush-
ing it through would be a good idea.

And although it seems most com-
missioners agree with me, this issue 
should not be forgotten.

Home-based fashion styling business gains P&Z approval
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Tuesday, July 30 
Brenda Linneweber, 64, 
Piedmont
Elmer Minks, 88, Sioux 
Falls
Thomas Sorenson, 76, 
Sioux Falls

Wednesday, July 31
Ken Hay, 83, Parker
Bryce Hecht, 90, Menno
Hattie Magera, 89, Sioux 
Falls, formerly of Tripp

Thursday, Aug. 1
Donna Hansen, 92, Sioux 
Falls
Lorraine Johnson, 76, 
Sioux Falls
Agnes Kampshoff, 102, 
Epiphany
Dean Mann, 92, Sioux 
Falls

Saturday, Aug. 3 
Vera Ferrell, 92, Castle 
Pine, Colo.
Arlene Lange, 86, Sioux 
Falls
Natalie Stroschein, 95, 
Canton

Sunday, Aug. 4
Thomas “Tom” Hansen, 
88, Dell Rapids

Monday, Aug. 5
Rileen Crolius, 98, Sioux 
Falls
Delores Reurink, 91, 
Sioux Falls
Darlene Wastell, 85, 
Beresford

Area Death 
Notices
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TUESDAY, JUNE 19
• Public assist in 300 block 

of S. Splitrock Blvd.
• Medical emergency in 100 

block of S. Sandstone Ave., 
turned over to MED-Star.

• Suspicious activity at E. 
Augusta St. and S. Summer 
Ave., checked OK.

• Report of reckless driving 
at E. Augusta St. and Chest-
nut Blvd., gone on officer’s ar-
rival, unable to locate.

• Alarm in 2100 block of E. 
Aspen Blvd., checked OK, un-
founded.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 20
• Two-vehicle accident in 

1100 block of N. Splitrock 
Blvd., $4,600.

• Public assist in 300 block 
of S. Splitrock Blvd.

• Medical emergencies in 
1100 block of E. Teakwood 
St. and 3100 block of E. Au-
gustana Place, turned over to 
MED-Star.

• Parking violation in 100 
block of S. Teton Dr., tagged.

• Disorderly phone calls/
texts reported in 700 block of 
S. Seventh Ave., juvenile and 
parents advised.

• Disorderly juveniles at E. 
Redwood and N. Splitrock 
boulevards, advised, sent on 
way.

• Alarm in 500 block of E. 
Switch Grass Trail, checked 
OK, unfounded.

• Theft reported in 1200 
block of E. Keystone Place, 
advised.

THURSDAY, JUNE 21
• Medical emergency in 600 

block of N. Yellowstone Dr., 
turned over to MED-Star.

• Two-vehicle accident at 
Holly and Sioux boulevards, 
$1,000; one driver cited for fol-
lowing too close.

• Lost property reported 
in 1100 block of N. Splitrock 
Blvd., advised.

• Report 
of a reckless 
driver at Her-
itage Road 
and W. Holly 
Blvd., locat-
ed, checked OK, advised.

• Family dispute in 700 block 
of S. Sixth Ave., advised.

• Alarm in 300 block of S. 
Splitrock Blvd., checked OK, 
unfounded.

• Juvenile delinquency 
reported in 700 block of S. 
McHardy Road, advised, sent 
on way.

• Medical emergency in 600 
block of N. Splitrock Blvd., lo-
cated and advised.

• Reckless driver report-
ed at N. Sioux and Redwood 
boulevards, located, advised.

• Car-deer accident in 2400 
block of S. Splitrock Blvd., 
$4,000.

• Report of a possible intoxi-
cated driver at Holly and Sioux 
boulevards, checked OK, un-
founded, advised.

• Family dispute in 600 
block of S. Lewis Dr., advised.

FRIDAY, JUNE 22
• Check well-being of sub-

ject in 600 block of S. Lewis 
Dr., advised.

• Disorderly subjects in 600 
block of N. Splitrock Blvd., ad-
vised.

• Public assists in 300 block 
of S. Main Ave., 700 block of 
S. Sixth Ave. and 600 block of 
N. Teton Dr.

• Juvenile delinquency in 
200 block of S. First Ave., lo-
cated and advised.

• Juvenile delinquency 
in 700 block of S. McHardy 
Road, advised.

• Tarl Gordon Else, 41, 
arrested for driving while re-
voked, possession of marijua-
na, paraphernalia and speed-
ing.

• Report of a reckless driv-
er entering Brandon, located 

checked OK, advised.
• Check well-being of sub-

ject at E. Holly and Sioux bou-
levards, checked OK.

• Disorderly juveniles at E. 
Hogan Lane and S. Country 
Club Ave., located, turned 
over to parents.

• John Michael Welke, 30, 
arrested for driving while re-
voked.

• Motorist assist at W. Holly 
Blvd. and S. Sandstone Ave.

SATURDAY, JUNE 23
• Check well-being of sub-

ject at N. Splitrock Blvd. and 
E. Ash St., checked OK.

• Juvenile arrested for pos-
session of controlled sub-
stance, possession of mar-
ijuana, paraphernalia, at S. 
First Ave. and E. Conifer St., 
lodged at JDC.

• Check security in 1100 
block of N. Splitrock Blvd., 
checked OK, advised.

• Motorist assist at W. Holly 
Blvd. and S. Sandstone Ave.

• Report of a reckless driver 
on N. Splitrock Blvd., located 
and advised.

• Check well-being of sub-
ject in 300 block of E. Glen-
wood Dr., checked OK, ad-
vised.

• Public assists in 1700 
block of E. Redwood Blvd. 
and 600 block of N. Teton Dr.

SUNDAY, JUNE 24
• Noise disturbance in 600 

block of N. Ninth Ave., ad-
vised.

• Bismark Alex Roberts, 22, 
arrested for DUI-1st.

• Medical emergency in 
2000 block of E. Sylvan Circle.

• Family dispute in 1200 
block of E. Keystone Place, 
advised.

• CHINS reported in 100 
block of W. Evergreen Dr., ad-
vised.

• Assist Sheriff’s office with 
injury accident, occurred in 
county.

• Shoplifting reported in 100 
block of W. Holly Blvd., ad-
vised.

• Alarm in 100 block of W. 
Holly Blvd., checked OK, un-
founded.

MONDAY, JUNE 25
• Gas skip reported in 400 

block of S. Splitrock Blvd., ad-
vised.

• Motorist assist at E. Red-
wood and N. Splitrock boule-
vards.

• Theft reported in 300 block 
of S. Splitrock Blvd., property 
located, unfounded.

• Report of a reckless driver 
at I-90 and MM 406, unable to 
locate.

• Noise complaint in 100 
block of S. Sandstone Ave., 
advised

• Check well-being of sub-
ject in 1300 block of E. Key-
stone Dr., checked OK.

• Juvenile arrested in 1300 
block of E. sylvan Circle for 
possession of marijuana, par-
aphernalia and ingesting sub-
stance, turned over to parent.

• Preston William Trower, 
19, arrested for ingesting sub-
stance.

ANIMAL COMPLAINTS
• Stray cats in 200 block of 

S. First Ave.
• Barking dogs in 200 block 

of W. Evergreen Dr.
• Stray dog at E. Birch St. 

and N. Ninth Ave.
• Barking dog in 300 block 

of S. Fourth Ave.
• Lost dog reported in 300 

block of S. Kirkwood Blvd.
• Lost dog reported in 100 

block of S. Cardinal Dr.
• Possum caught n trap in 

200 block of S. First Ave.

POLICE REPORT
BRANDON

Obituaries

Brandon area property 
transfers from June 8-15, 
2018, on record in the Min-
nehaha County Equalization 
Office are as follows. Dollar 
amounts are rounded.
• 812 S. Nicholas Ave., Bran-
don, from Nicholas and Dusti 
S. Livingston to Kimberly 
D. and Matthew Cerwick, 
$180,000.
• 1808 S. Parkview Blvd., 
Brandon, from Kimberly Di-
ane Cerwick and Matthew 
F. Ehlers Cerwick to Dom-
inic and Hannah Walkes, 
$355,000.
• Vacant lot, Brandon, from 
TB & J LLC to Swier Con-
struction LLC, $50,000.
• 25763 475th Ave., Renner, 
from Bruce Vollan to Agape 
Holdings LLC, $150,000.
• 48198 Kim Circle, Brandon, 
from Richard D. and Joanie 
M. Hartenhoff to Alfred and 
Evelyn Slaathaug, $250,000.
• 201 S. Sunshine Ave., Bran-
don, from Michael and Julia 
Dangle to Larry and Theresa 
Doss, $305,000.
• 405 E. Heatherwood Dr., 
Brandon, from Shelly L. 
Metzger to Jessica Saarinen, 
$218,000.
• 310 Jackson St., Valley 
Springs, from Stephen and 
Pamela Strum Living Trust to 
Wesley Vis, $217,000.
• 120 S. Sixth Ave., Brandon, 
from Justin and Heidi Mes-
selhiser to Mark and DeNae 
Haiar, $182,000.
• 2621 E. Augusta St., Bran-
don, from Alan and Ruth 
Kotzea to Michael A. Kotzea, 
$233,000.
• 913 N. Snowberry Ave., 
Brandon, from David Lee and 
Roxanne Sorensen to Pres-
ton K. and Christina M. Scott, 
$263,000.

PrOPerty 
transfers

Jane Ries, 87
Memorial services for Jane Grace Ries, 87, of Freeman, 

were held Saturday, June 23, 2018, at the Salem Mennonite 
Church in rural Freeman.

Mrs. Ries died May 14, 2018, at Oakview 
Terrace in Freeman. 

She is survived by sons, Murray (Emily) 
and Karl, both of Parker; daughters, Lynelle 
(Steve) Andal of Brandon and Susan (Jon) 
Bot of Sioux Falls; nine grandchildren; six 

great-grandchildren; sister-in-law, Ardelle (Allen) Schrag; 
brothers-in-law, Alan Ries and Lemoyne (JoAnn) Ries; and 
many nieces, nephews, and friends.

the Lynx Way

Jill Meier/BV Journal
Diana Nelson, CHS administrative assistant, delivers a check to Linda Weber, executive 
director of the Brandon Area Food Pantry, for $2,250 to assist with food pantry needs. 

Barbara Kutter, 87
Memorial graveside services for Barbara Ann Kutter, 87, 

of Brandon, will be held at 1 p.m. Thursday, July 5, 2018, at 
St. Michael Cemetery in Sioux Falls. Fol-
lowing the graveside service, a Celebration 
of Barbara’s life will be held, with the loca-
tion to be announced.

Mrs. Kutter died Monday, June 18, 2018, 
at the Lyons Care Center in Rock Rapids, 
Iowa.  

For online condolences, visit georgeboom.com.

Angeline Willers, 87
Funeral Mass for Angeline “Angie” Elizabeth Willers, 87, 

of Brandon and formerly of Luverne, Minn., was held Fri-
day, June 22, 2018 at St. Catherine Catho-
lic Church in Luverne. Burial was in the St. 
Catherine Cemetery.

Mrs. Willers died Sunday, June 17, 2018, 
at her home at Bethany Meadows in Bran-
don.

She is survived by her husband, Bur-
dell Willers, Brandon; nine children, James (Jill) Willers, 
Luverne; Steven (Nancy) Willers, Fairmont, Minn.; David 
(Cheryl) Willers, Beaver Creek, Minn.; Robert (Annetta) 
Willers, Brooklyn Park, Minn.; Theresa (Dale) Hoogeveen, 
Carver, Minn.; Bryan (Denise) Willers, Elkhorn, Neb.; Lisa 
(Roger) Hoff, Steen, Minn.; Mary (Roger) Turner, Vermil-
lion; and Jeffrey (Lana) Willers, Waunakee, Wis.; 27 grand-
children; 22 great-grandchildren (with three on the way); and 
sisters, Martha Steinhoff, Sioux Falls, and Lillian (Allen) 
Willers, Luverne.

For online condolences, visit dingmannandsons.com.

Carol Urban, 82
Funeral services for Carol Urban, 82, of Sioux Falls, were 

held Tuesday, June 26, 2018 at Grace Lutheran Church in 
Sioux Falls.
Mrs. Urban died Monday, June 18, 2018 at 
Bethany Home in Brandon.
She is survived by her children, Ronald 
(Brenda) Urban of Sioux Falls, Craig 
(Robin) Urban of Chancellor, and Vicky 
(Tracy) Urban-Reasonover, Parker; 14 

grandchildren; 25 great-grandchildren; and a host of addi-
tional relatives and friends.
For online condolences, visit georgeboom.com.

Linda Rogge, 74
A celebration of life for Linda L. Rogge, 74, of Bran-

don, will be held from 2-6 p.m. Sunday, July 1, 2018 at her 
daughter, Jeanette Hanson’s home, 8808 
E. Palametto St., Sioux Falls. 

She died Sunday, June 17, 2018 
at age 74, surrounded by her ador-
ing children and grandchildren.  
She is survived in life by her children, Jea-
nette (Royal) Hanson, Robert (Anna) Rog-

ge, and Jimmy (Tasha) McKethen; grandchildren, Austin 
(Taylor), Alek, and Andrew Hanson, Jessica Townsend, 
and Isaiah, Tiye, and Lian McKethen; and her great-grand-
children, Isabel, Evelyn, and Lexi Townsend. 

For online condolences, visit georgeboom.com.

Merrill E. Reisenweber, 92
Merrill Eugene Reisenweber, 92, of Sioux Falls, passed 

away Tuesday June 19, 2018.
Memorial Services will be held at 11 

a.m., Saturday, July 14, 2018, at Zion Lu-
theran Church in Sioux Falls, followed by 
Full Military Honors. Private burial will 
take place at a later date.

Merrill is survived by his wife, June; 
four children, Jeanne Reisenweber Lyke, 

Sioux Falls, Bonnie Buist, Denver, Colo., Steve Reisen-
weber, Brandon, and Scott Reisenweber, Sioux Falls; 12 
grandchildren; 12 great-grandchildren.

For online condolences, visit heartlandfunerals.com.

Sharon M. Meirose, 78
Funeral Mass for Sharon Marie Meirose, 78, of Sioux 

Falls, were held Monday, June 25, 2018 at St. Lam-
bert Catholic Church in Sioux Falls. 
Mrs. Meirose died Tuesday, June 19, 2018 
at her home. 
She is survived by her husband, Paul 
Meirose; children, Lisa (Brian) Stellinga, 
Brandon, and Todd Meirose, Sioux Falls; 
seven grandchildren; five great grand-

children; brother, Terry (Jean) Maher; sister, Patty Bader; 
brother-in-law, Glen Dean. 

For online condolences, visit georgeboom.com.

Since the beginning of its annual Harvest 
for Hunger campaign, CHS has donated 
more than $15,000 to the Brandon Area Food 
Pantry. The CHS group in Brandon collect-
ed over $35,000 in donations and nearly 600 
pounds of food in this year’s campaign.

These donations benefit other food pantries 
locally, along with Feeding South Dakota.

“Sunshine Foods is appreciated for do-

nating a pallet of food and water to BAFP 
through our program,” said CHS adminis-
trative assistant Diana Nelson. “Linda does 
a great job at the BAFP, and CHS is again 
happy to participate in this campaign and 
pass those donations on to families in need.”

Linda Weber is executive director of the 
BAFP.

Harvest for Hunger

WED., JUNE 27 
Chicken nuggets
Oven-baked French fries
Steamed peas
Dinner roll
Or deli ham sandwich
THURS., JUNE 28
Walking tacos
Green beans
Or deli beef sandwich

FRI., JUNE 29
Whole grain chicken patty on 
WG bun
Oven-baked French fries
Steamed carrots
Or deli turkey sandwich
MON., JULY 2
Hamburger on WG bun
Sliced cheese
Tri-tator potato patty

Steamed broccoli
Or deli ham sandwich
TUES., JULY 3
Popcorn chicken 
Oven-baked French fries 
Corn 
Dinner roll
Or deli turkey sandwich

Summer Lunch Menu • June 27-July 3 • Brandon Elementary

Higgins lands food bank internship
Jessica Higgins, Brandon, is one 

of 11 Morningside College students 
doing a paid summer internship with 
a Sioux City area nonprofit agency as 
part of the Tyson Foods Summer Com-
munity Internship Program, a new ini-
tiative that supports community orga-
nizations through college internships.

Higgins, a senior political science 
major at Morningside, was selected 

for an internship with the Food Bank 
of Siouxland. The agency is the main 
food supplier for food pantries, home-
less shelters, soup kitchens, residential 
facilities, day care and senior centers 
in the Sioux City area.

Higgins is a 2015 graduate of Bran-
don Valley High School.

Tyson Foods Summer Community 
Internship Program provides full-time 
college students an eight-week paid 

summer internship to assist commu-
nity organizations and gain experi-
ence with diverse social issues. Tyson 
Foods is underwriting the program, 
which launched this summer in Chica-
go, Sioux City, Storm Lake and Coun-
cil Bluffs.

Morningside College also provides 
interns a stipend and on-campus hous-
ing during the summer.

To keep abreast of all things local,
subscribe to the 

BRANDON VALLEY JOIRNAL!

Obituaries

Property

Transfers
Minnehaha County Sheriff’s Log

Brandon area property transfers from July 
26-Aug. 2, 2024, on record in the Coun-
ty Equalization office are as follows. Dollar 
amounts are rounded.

• 1516 W. Autumn Circle, Brandon, from 
Brandon Bluffs, LLC to Steven Tschetter and 
Amanda Tschetter, $75,000.

• 1525 W. Burton Dr., Brandon, from Brandon 
Bluffs, LLC to Smart Homes, LLC, $50,000.

• 400 N. Oak Ridge Road, Brandon, from 
Francis M. Keller to Kent Skrondahl and Sara 
Marroquin $880,000.

• 313 Main Ave., Garretson, from Kevin We-
ber and Kelsey Weber to Miranda Messen-
brink, $256,000.

• 407 Box Elder St., Valley Springs, 
from Walter John Damgaard Estate, Gena 
Damgaard, personal representative, to Darren 
Nett, $15,000.

• 1109 E. Lark St., Brandon, from W. Barron 
and Jill S. Barron to Adam Ebbers and Linh 
Ebbers, $432,000.continued on page 21

TUESDAY, JULY 30 
• Check security in 300 

block S. Heritage Road, at all 
parks.

• Forgery reported in 900 
block of N. Splitrock Blvd., 
under investigation.

• Embezzlement reported 
in 800 block of E. Redwood 
Blvd,, under investigation.

• Assist Highway Patrol 
with accidents on I-90.

• Assist Sheriff’s office 
with an accident, occurred in 
county.

• Lift assist in 1000 block of 
N. Sioux Blvd., turned over to 
MED-Star.

• Disorderly subject report-
ed in 300 block of S. Main 
Ave., advised.

• Two-vehicle accident in 
100 block of E. Annabelle St.

• Fraud reported in 700 
block of S. Seventh Ave., ad-
vised.

• Check well-being of sub-
ject at W. Park St. and S. Lo-
cust Ave., checked OK.

• Medical emergency in 
200 block of W. Chicory Dr., 
turned over to MED-Star.

• Public assist in 700 block 
of S. McHardy Road.

• Suspicious activity report-
ed in 600 block of N. Teton 
Dr., advised.

• Assist Sheriff’s office with 
an assault/weapons violation, 
occurred in county.

• Alarms in 100 block of E. 
Holly Blvd., checked OK.

• Family dispute in 100 
block of W. Chicory Dr., ad-

vised.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 31 
• CHINS in 300 block of S. 

Fourth Ave., cited for curfew 
violation, turned over to par-
ent.

• Public assist in. 1600 
block of W. Holly Blvd.

• Check well-being of sub-
jects in 100 block of S. Sioux 
Blvd., 700 block of E. Magno-
lia Dr., checked OK.

• Two-vehicle accident in 
700 block of E. Redwood 
Blvd.

• Check well-being of juve-
nile in 200 block of S. Fourth 
Ave., advised.

• Disorderly subjects in 900 
block of S. Aspen Park road, 
200 block of S. Fourth Ave., 
advised.

• Medical emergency in 
700 block of S. Lakota Ave., 
turned over to MED-Star.

THURSDAY, AUG. 1
• Traffic hazard at N. 

Pasque Flower Trail and E. 
Prairie Sage St.

• Suspicious vehicle in 900 
block of S. Aspen Park Road, 
advised.

• Medical emergencies in 
700 block of E. Holly Blvd., 
1100 block of E. Holly Blvd., 
2100 block of E. Sylvan Cir-
cle, 300 block of S. Fourth 
Ave., turned over to MED-
Star.

• Assist Brandon Fire De-
partment with an odor investi-
gation in 100 block of N. Spli-

trock Blvd.
• Public assists in 300 block 

of S. Main Ave.
• Timothy Scott Brookes, 

55, arrested for possession of 
stolen property in 100 block 
of N. Heritage Road.

• Fraud reported in 700 
block of E. Pine St., advised.

• Found property reported 
in 300 block of S. Main Ave.

• Assist Sheriff’s office with 
checking the well-being of 
subject, occurred in county.

• Check the well-being of 
subject in 1000 block of N. 
Splitrock Blvd., checked OK.

• Check well-being of sub-
ject in 200 block of S. Heri-
tage Road, unable to locate.

FRIDAY, AUG. 2 
• Abandoned vehicle in 100 

block of S. Teton Dr., advised.
• Medical emergencies in 

1000 block of E. Teakwood 
St., 1600 block of W. Burton 
Dr., 1900 block of N. Walnut 
Ave., turned over to MED-
Star.

• Parking violation in 100 
block of N. Needles Dr., ad-
vised.

• Assist Brandon Fire De-
partment with a smoke in-
vestigation in 800 block of N. 
Copper Avenue.

• Assist Highway Patrol 
with injury accident on I-90.

• Public assists 
in 1600 block of 
E. Cedar St., 300 
block of W. Ever-
green Dr.

• Disorderly sub-
ject reported in 300 block of 
S. Main Ave., advised.

• Open line in 1100 block 
of N. Splitrock Blvd., checked 
OK.

• Check well-being of sub-
ject at E. Aspen Blvd. and S. 
Chestnut Blvd., checked OK.

• Assist Brandon Fire De-
partment with a gas leak in 
100 block of N. Splitrock Blvd.

SATURDAY, AUG. 3 
• Report of a suspicious ve-

hicle in 500 block of W. Holly 
Blvd., gone on arrival.

• Check security at all 
parks.

• Medical emergencies in 
100 block of S. Robin Dr., 
1600 block of S. Locust Ave., 
at E. Birch St. and E. Ash 
Pl., 100 block of N. Splitrock 
Blvd., 3200 block of E. Au-
gustana Pl., turned over to 
MED-Star.

• Public assist in 300 block 
of S. Main Ave.

• Criminal entry of mo-
tor vehicle reported in 1200 
block of E. Keystone Pl.

• Theft reported in 1200 
block of E. Keystone Pl.

• Check well-being of sub-
ject in 100 block of S. Spli-
trock Blvd., checked OK.

• 911 hang-up in 1100 block 
of N. Splitrock Blvd., checked 

OK.

SUNDAY, AUG. 4 
• Public assists in 1300 

block of E. Keystone Dr., 300 
block of S. Main Ave., 300 
block of W. River Oak St.

• Check well-being of sub-
jects in 100 block of N. Heri-
tage Road, I-90 and MM 405, 
checked OK.

• Alarm in 300 block of S. 
Splitrock Blvd., checked OK, 
unfounded.

• Check security in 500 
block of N. Splitrock Blvd.

• Runaway reported in 200 
block of N. Needles Dr.

• Parking violation in 700 
block of S. McHardy Road, 
advised.

• Parking violation in 900 
block of S. Aspen Park Road, 
towed.

• Medical emergency in 
1600 block of E. Keystone 
Dr., turned over to MED-Star.

• Suspicious activity in 
200 block of W. Chicory Dr., 
checked OK.

MONDAY, AUG. 5 
• Suspicious subject at E. 

Holly Blvd. and S. Main Ave., 
checked OK.

• Suspicious vehicles in 
900 block of S. Aspen Park 
Road.

• Hit-and-run reported in 
1000 block of N. Seventh 
Ave., advised.

• Assist Brandon Fire De-
partment with alarms in 300 
block of N. Splitrock Blvd., 

100 block of S. Sandstone 
Ave.

• Lift assist in 300 block of 
E. Tabor Court, turned over to 
MED-Star.

• Public assists in 300 block 
of S. Main Ave., 2800 block of 
E. Sunflower Circle.

• Motorist assist in 900 
block of W. Holly Blvd.

• Theft reported in 900 
block of E. Maywood St., ad-
vised.

• Check well-being of sub-
ject in 1000 block of N. Gran-
ite Circle, advised.

ANIMAL COMPLAINTS
• Cat bite reported in 1000 

block of E. Lark St.
• Stray cat in 1100 block of 

N. Splitrock Blvd.
• Cows out in 1300 block of 

W. Creekside Dr.
• Dog bite reported in 1200 

block of S. Parkview Blvd.
• Found dog in 100 block of 

N. Needles Dr.
• Stray dogs in 700 block of 

S. Seventh Ave.
• Stray cat in 1100 block of 

N. Splitrock Blvd.
• Lost dog reported in 500 

block of S. Country Club Ave.
• Leash law violation in 300 

block of W. Evergreen Dr.
• Stray dog in 300 block of 

S. Main Ave.
• Stray kitten in 2100 block 

of E. Sylvan Circle.
• Barking dog in 100 block 

of W. Evergreen Dr.

Bernice Christopherson, 97
Bernice Louise Chris-

topherson passed away 
peacefully Sunday, Aug. 
4, 2024, at the Bethany 
Meadows Home in Bran-
don.  

Visitation for Bernice 
will be held at the Heartland Funeral Home, 
Brandon, from 5-7 p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 
7, 2024. Funeral services will begin at 1 
p.m. Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, at the Split 
Rock Lutheran Church, rural Brandon. In-
terment will follow at the Split Rock Lu-
theran Church Cemetery, rural Brandon.

Bernice Louise Fiskey was born Nov. 
26, 1926, on a farm near Bridgewater, S.D. 
Bernice was the oldest of four children born 
to William Fiskey and Minnie (Jensen) Fis-
key. Bernice and her family spent the ma-
jority of her childhood in the Bridgewater 
area and later moved to a farm near Salem, 
S.D. Bernice graduated from Salem High 
School in May 1944, and then attended 
Sioux Valley School of Nursing/Sanford 
Health, graduating in 1947. Bernice mar-
ried Dennis Christopherson on Feb. 28, 
1960. Dennis and Bernice spent the majori-
ty of their married life at their home in Cor-
son, S.D. Bernice continued to live in Cor-
son after the death of Dennis in 1996, until 
moving to Bethany Meadows in July 2016.

As a loving wife, Bernice continued in 
her nursing profession until her retirement, 
after 45 years of employment at Sioux 

Valley/Sanford Hospital. Bernice lived an 
active life and taught by example. Among 
Bernice’s numerous achievements and in-
volvement throughout her life, she was 
supervisor/administrator of the Luverne 
Community Hospital, supervisor at Sioux 
Valley/Sanford Hospital, 1984 Nurse of the 
Year/Sioux Valley School of Nursing Alum-
ni Association, 2012 Nurse of the Year/San-
ford Health, Friends of Parkinson Founda-
tion and Parkinson Committee, National 
Parkinson’s Foundation, volunteered at 
Split Rock Lutheran Church, Luther Manor 
Board member, Nursing Alumni Associa-
tion, Split Rock Lutheran Church Council, 
Senior Women of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church and Alumni Association of Sioux 
Valley Hospital School of Nursing.

Bernice is survived by her sister, Jean 
Fiske; and special friend, Yvonne Kelling, 
Mankato, Minn.; cousins, Pam King, Holt, 
Mo.; Jane Schumacher, Bismark, N.D.; 
special friends, Joe and Louise Sandoval, 
Alison Lane, Joe “Joey” Sandoval, Shar-
la Jensen, Deb Weir, Steve Farley, Donna 
Skalland, Norma Chesshir, and many other 
friends and acquaintances.

Bernice was preceded in death by her 
husband, Dennis Christopherson; her par-
ents; brother, Ralph Fiskey; sister, Delores 
Schoppert; and mother-/father in-law, Ruth 
and Dewey Christopherson.

For online condolences, visit heartland-
funerals.com.

Editor’s note: The log reports 
are for the Brandon Valley Journal 
coverage area, which includes the 
communities of Brandon, Valley 
Springs, Corson, Rowena, Renner 
and Garretson. For the complete 
log, visit minnehahacounty.org.

TUESDAY, JULY 30 
• Hit-and-run, Kim Circle, Bran-

don, case report and photos taken.
• Weapons violation, Broadway 

Ave., Valley Springs, supplemental 
report taken.

• Check well-being, Dows St., 
Garretson, necessary action taken.

• Assault, Valley Dr., Valley 
Springs.

• Accident, E. Annabelle St., 
Brandon, necessary action taken.

• Disorderly phone calls, Wood 
St., Valley Springs, case report 
taken.

• Accident, Hwy. 42, Brandon, 

state accident report taken.
• Accident, I-90 and I-90 ramp, 

Brandon, necessary action taken.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 31 
• Disorderly phone calls, Fourth 

St., Garretson.
• Public assist, 256th St., Garret-

son, necessary action taken.
• Public assist 478th Ave., Bran-

don, necessary action taken.
• Traffic control, 254th St., Gar-

retson, necessary action taken.
• Reckless driver, E. Hemlock 

Blvd., Brandon, necessary action 
taken.

THURSDAY, AUG. 1 
• Burglary alarm, Main Ave., Gar-

retson, necessary action taken.
• Check well-being, Fourth St., 

Garretson, necessary action taken.
• Check well-being, Fourth St., 

Garretson, necessary action taken.

• Assault, 466th St., Brandon, 
necessary action taken.

• Check well-being, 262nd St., 
Valley Springs, necessary action 
taken.

• Family dispute, 258th St., Ren-
ner, supplemental report taken.

• Lockout, S. Locust Ave., Bran-
don, necessary action taken.

• Disorderly subjects, Hwy. 11, 
Brandon, necessary action taken.

FRIDAY, AUG. 2 
• Injury accident, 484th Ave., 

Valley Springs, state accident re-
port taken.

• Animal abuse, 258th St., Bran-
don, necessary action taken.

• Stalled vehicle, 254th St., Gar-
retson, necessary action taken.

• Reckless driver, Co. Rd. 122, 
Garretson, necessary action taken.

• Accident, I-90 and I-90 ramp, 

Nancy Ann Hansen, 83
N a n c y 

Ann Han-
sen, 83, 
died unex-
pec ted ly, 
Tu e s d a y, 
July 9, 

2024 in Sioux Falls.  Me-
morial services will begin 
at 2 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 13, 
2024 at St. John’s Ameri-
can Lutheran Church, Sioux 
Falls. Visitation, with fami-
ly present, will be from 5-7 
p.m. Monday, Aug. 12 at 
Anderson Funeral Home in 
Canton.  In lieu of flowers, 
memorials may be directed 
to the St. John American 
Lutheran Choir, Project Car, 
or REACH Literacy.  

Nancy was born on Nov. 
15, 1940 in Canton, S.D., 
to Harry and Genev (Rude) 
Skaien. She grew up in Can-
ton, graduating from Canton 
High School in 1958.  She 
later earned a degree from 
Dakota State University.  

Nancy married Michael 
Hansen in 1961 in Can-
ton.  Geoff, Geni, Genetta 
and Gretchen were born to 
this union. The couple made 
their home in Sioux Falls 
and later moved to Brandon.  

In addition to raising her 
family, Nancy was a former 
third-grade teacher, reporter 
for the Brandon Valley Re-
porter, director of the Girl 
Scouts, and director of the 
Sioux Falls Area Literacy 
Council (now known as 
REACH Literacy).  

In her spare time, Nancy 

enjoyed sewing, drawing, 
calligraphy, playing piano, 
and helping her communi-
ty. She cherished time spent 
with her family, especially 
her grandchildren. In addi-
tion, she was a member of 
Toastmasters and Project 
Car, served on the Brandon 
City Council from 1977-
1981, and was the 2011 re-
cipient of the Larry Oppold 
Memorial Award.  She also 
volunteered at the Sioux 
Falls Police Department 
and at Family Readiness for 
SDANG.  

Nancy will be remem-
bered as a kind-hearted soul 
who believed the best in 
people, often arrived fash-
ionably late, was famous 
for her orange Jello and po-
tato salad, and always had a 
Cool Whip container ready 
for leftovers.  

Grateful for sharing her 
life are her children, Geoff 
(Nicola) Hansen, Geni 
Domagala, Genetta (Ted) 
Wehrspann, and Gretch-
en Hansen; grandchil-
dren, Logan (JJ), Dalton, 
Emma, Charlee, Tim, and 
Pat; great-grandchildren, 
Kayson, and one due soon; 
sister, Mary Pedersen; sis-
ter-in-law, Sharon Skaien; 
cats, Winky and Mittens; 
and many extended rela-
tives and friends. 

She was preceded in death 
by her parents; brother, Da-
vid Skaien; and brother-in-
law, Wally Waldroup. 

For online condolences, 
visit andersonandsons.com. 

Lorraine M. Johnson, 76
Lorraine Marie John-

son, 76, of Sioux Falls, for-
merly of Jasper, Minn., died 
Tuesday, July 30, 2024.

Funeral services were 
held Saturday, Aug. 3, 
2024 at Hartquist Funeral 

Home in Pipestone, Minn. Interment was in 
the Ihlen (Minn.) Cemetery.

Lorraine is survived by her children, 

Kevin (Heidi) Sunderland of Hurley, Pau-
la Lingen of Jasper, Minn., David Sunder-
land of Montrose, , Mary (Mike) Eliason 
of Canton, and Danielle Meier of Sioux 
Falls; siblings, Terry Hanisch of Brandon, 
Bob (Robyn) Hanisch of Sioux Falls; life 
partner, Dennis Viland of Jasper, Minn.; 22 
grandchildren; 21 great-grandchildren; and 
goddaughter, Melissa Newman.

For online condolences, visit hartquistfu-
neral.com.

be accomplished along the 
way or on the way back.

The physical therapy 
rehab session scheduled 
for three times a week 
have been a challenge. To 
move the joint further each 
time, to be able to put more 
weight on the affected 
leg, balance, and trust you 
won’t hurt yourself – or 
even worse – fall.

So far, all is well. Ban-
dages off, wound healing, 
still a bit swollen. I have a 
ways to go with getting full 
movement, but I’m doing 
more for myself each day 
and know how fortunate I 
continue to be in this very 
significant episode of life.

The Absent
Uncle
cont. from page 4

More obituaries on page 9.
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In a first of its kind program, local contractor, 
Jarrod Smart, Yogi Bear’s Jellystone Park, and 
the Brandon Valley School District are teaming 
up to teach local students carpentry skills.

As a local contractor since 1995, Jarrod Smart 
of Jarrod Smart Construction knows a well-
trained and skilled construction worker is not 
easy to find in a field that is constantly growing. 
According to the Associated General Contrac-
tors of America, South Dakota has expanded the 
construction workforce by 10.4 percent over the 
past year.

“I’ve been in business since leaving high 
school in 1995 and while I loved all math and 
science classes in high school, but I found great-
er pleasure in working with my hands and being 
able to say I built that,” Smart said.

Finding a way to get construction tools in the 
hands of students again is important to Smart.

“I called up the school and spoke with (Super-
intendent) Dr. (Jarod) Larson at Brandon Valley 
High School. I have no more teaching experience 
than helping teach at my 
local Sunday School, 
but I know that students 
want to learn more about 
career options that don’t 
include sitting at a desk 
all day and that don’t in-
volve a post-secondary 
education. This program 
will help in all those 
ways” he said.

Dr. Larson was open to 
the idea of Smart helping 
immediately.

“I was thankful the 
school was as open to 
the idea as they were. It 
would have been really 
easy for them to say no, 
but Dr. Larson told me 
Brandon Valley is very 

passionate about taking school outside of the 
walls and this just proves that they mean that,” 
Smart said.

Together, Smart and Dr. Larson made condi-
tions on which students can enroll in the class.

“We wanted kids that we knew were interested 
and there are eight to 10 kids who have already 
taken Woodshop I and Woodshop II, which 
would be perfect to show how to build some-
thing more,” he said. 

Through connections, Smart brought Yogi 
Bear’s Jellystone Park into the mix.

“They are in the process of replacing the cab-
ins at the park and gave us an opportunity to 
build them through the school as a community 
project,” Smart said.

The park will cover the cost of all of the ma-
terials for the new cabins and Smart will teach 
students how to construct a building that will be 
used for years to come.

“I really believe in this idea and what these 
kids can get done, we are hoping to complete 
two this year, but I think it is possible to try to 
get three done if we have the time,” Smart said. 

The cabins themselves do not have plumbing, 

but there is electricity and air conditioning in 
each of them. “This opens up another great op-
portunity for a local electrician to come in, teach 
these students the same way I am and show them 
what it is like to work in a field with their hands 
and to be fulfilled in the work they have accom-
plished each day,” he said.

For every cabin that is 
completed, Yogi Bear will 
in turn donate $1,200 to 
the Brandon Community 
Foundation.

“Yogi Bear will also be 
donating tool belts with 
tools for the students to 
use all year while building 
these cabins, and some-
thing you only get through 
community connections 
like this is Yogi Bear will 
also be donating those belts 
to the students at the end of 
the year so they have the 
tools and the knowledge 
to get them started if they 
choose a career in the con-
struction industry,” Smart 
said. Jarrod Smart Construction Co. will work with Brandon Valley High School students enrolled 

in construction trades building cabins for Yogi Bear Jellystone Park near Brandon.

Brandon contractor teams up 
with BVHS students to teach 
industry trade, build cabins 

Submitted photo 
Jarrod Smart stepped up to offer his expertise 
in the building trades industry and will help 
teach Brandon Valley High School students.

It’s not just a job, but an opportunity to grow 
by having fun and becoming part of the Coffee Cup team. You 
will be able to meet new people, gain new experiences, and 
become the best that you can be!

Visit coffeecupfuelstops.com to explore job openings!

coffeecupfuelstops.com

Fresh food, snacks, beverages, fuel, and more!
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1009 N Splitrock Blvd, Brandon, SD
Open Everyday - 24 hours
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years ago, but it was abundantly 
clear this time when I was in 
South Korea: In the end, we all 
just want the same thing.

Perhaps it’s 20 more birthdays 
under my belt that has made me a 
little more wise. This time around 
in southeast Asia, I saw more in 
common with the people I was in 
proximity with.

My first day in Seoul, I took an 
Uber to my first stop. The gen-
tleman who picked me up from 
the front of the hotel knew ZERO 
English. I know ZERO Korean. 
But, I showed him my phone of 
where I needed to go. He smiled, 
opened the door, and I got into 
the back seat.

The trip was about 45 minutes. 
The driver had a Korean radio 
station playing, understandably. 
I didn’t understand a word they 
said. It was just noise, people 
talking. But at the end of ev-
ery 60-second conversation, I 
recognized something: Laughter. 
Laughter was something familiar 
to me, and even though I didn’t 
know what they were saying, 
the laughter did indeed make me 
smile.

The following day, I went to 
the swimming pool at my hotel. 
Again, I had no idea what people 
were saying. But, I sat there next 
to the water, watching, observing, 
and having a cocktail, which, I’ve 

found, is something else many of 
us have in common.

I zeroed in on a young Asian 
couple with their two children in 
a kiddy pool. The dad was with 
his son, probably about 10 years 
old. He was showing him differ-
ent ways to hold his breath, to 
slap a Boogie Board just the right 
way to make a big splash.

The mother was with her 
daughter, probably three or four 
years of age. She held her child 
in the pool, showing her different 
ways to manipulate the water and 
learn to swim.

When the couple was finished, 
it looked very similar to an Amer-
ican tradition. The dad picked up 

the Boogie Boards, the goggles, 
the sun screen and the pool toys. 
The mother wrapped her two 
children in oversized towels, and 
wiped the snot out of the little 
boy’s nose to his displeasure.

It occurred to me that even 
though I was 6,000 miles away 
from Brandon, the same ritual 
occurs almost daily at the pool 
in Aspen Park. Moms and dads, 
taking care of their children.

In the end, we all want the 
same thing. No doubt that young 
couple in Seoul wants to take care 
of their children, as do I. They 
want to provide for their family, 
as do I. They want to protect their 
family, as do I.

Nothing can change that. Poli-
tics, border lines, social opinions 
and global viewpoints will never 
change the ingrained nature of 
human beings, no matter what 
they look like or sound like. We 
all just want the same thing.

Ironically, as I got onto the 
elevator after visiting the pool, a 
song was playing as I made my 
way back up to my room. It was 
by the BoDeans, and the irony 
will never be lost on me.

Everybody wants to live how 
they wanna live

Everybody wants to love how 
they wanna love

Everybody wants to be closer 
to free

Savage Words cont. from page 2

warned this could set a pre-
cedence.

Toates disagreed. 
“I think there’s enough 

service here from what 
they’re providing. It’s not as 
much retail, but I certainly 
understand your argument,” 
he said.

Thiele responded, “When 
the public finds out the de-
cision, over coffee people 
tend to make their deci-
sions known pretty well, so 
I wanted to make sure we 
address this in the meeting.”

In other business, the 
P&Z:

• By a 5-0 vote, approved 
a home occupation permit 
for Brittany Russell, 120 
W. River Oak Court. Rus-
sell plans to care for six 
children, starting at age 
one. The property meets the 
fencing requirement.

• Approved minutes from 
their July 18 meeting, with 
the following change to 
rulings going forward: In-
cluding in the minutes why 
conditional use permit appli-
cations are denied and iden-
tify hardships when  vari-
ance applications are denied.

• Reviewed building per-
mit numbers through the 
end of July: 28 new sin-
gle-family home permits 
have been taken out. At this 
same time in 2023, Brandon 
had allowed nine permits 
for single-family homes. 
For the entire year, only 20 
single-family home permits 
were granted.

• Adjourned until 6:30 
p.m. Thursday, Aug. 15. As 
always, these meetings are 
open to the public and time is 
reserved for public comment.

Planning &
Zoning
cont. from page 3
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Henry Ward Beecher 
once said “A library is not 
a luxury but one of the ne-
cessities of life” and staff 
at Siouxland Libraries are 
embracing changes to pro-
vide library resources to all 
by extending hours through 
expanded access key cards. 

Siouxland Libraries op-
erates 13 branches across 
the region including one 
Bookmobile covering Sioux 
Falls, Baltic, Brandon, Gar-
retson, and Valley Springs. 

“Having all the locations 
helps us connect with the 
community to make a pos-
itive impact on people’s 
lives through the access of 
information and resources,” 
said Rural East Branch Li-
brarian, Sharon Hall.

Currently, the Brandon 
location is open each day 
from Monday through Sat-
urday while other locations 
in the network are only 
open during certain times 

on various days. Staff want 
resources to be available 
to all patrons and looked 
across the pond to find a 
solution.

“We were inspired by the 
successful programs in Eu-
rope and the UK and saw an 

opportunity to grow library 
access in our rural commu-
nities by launching an ex-
panded access key card,” 
Hall said. 

This is not the first loca-
tion to test out the ex-
panded access model. 

“We launched ex-
panded access at our 
Hartford branch as a 
pilot program in 2019 
and a year later we ex-
panded the services to 
Crooks. We are excit-
ed to add the services 
to our Baltic, Colton, 
Garretson, and Hum-

boldt locations,” she said. 
Expanded access key 

cards can be obtained at 
any Siouxland Library loca-
tion during regular business 
hours and will allow patrons 
access to the library during 
specific hours.

“The card 
will al-
low you to 
swipe into 
any branch 
with ex-
panded ac-
cess from 
8 a.m. to 9 
p.m. daily,” 
Hall said.

With 475 
c u s t o m e r s 
using the ser-
vices already, 
expanded ac-
cess key cars 
provide flexible 
library access 
to accommodate 
various sched- ules.

“Customers can use their 
expanded access to check 
out materials, pick up holds, 
use computers, printers, 
free Wi-Fi, and enjoy the 

w e l -
coming library 

spaces,” she said. 
Maintaining safety and 

cleanliness is a priority of 
the Siouxland Libraries 
and cameras have been in-
stalled in the libraries with 

expanded access to monitor 
activities in the library if a 
problem arises.

“To get an expanded ac-
cess key card, you must 
have a current library ac-
count in good standing, be 
18 years or older, sign a 
policy form, complete an 
orientation provided by the 
librarian, and sign an ex-
panded access agreement 
Hall said. All youth enter-
ing the library for extended 
access must be accompa-
nied and supervised by an 
enrolled adult. There are no 
exceptions to this rule.

The entire library has 
been transformed into a 
self-service experience.

“Our library has automat-
ed lights and locks for secu-
rity while customers visit, 
the lights will activate upon 

Siouxland Libraries expands hours with access key
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my clue that football was not my sport.
Not only do these local activities begin 

with the start of the school year, but we 
are also very engaged this year in the 2024 
Olympics. Although for some of us the 
opening ceremony was disappointing, it 
shouldn’t dampen what the Olympic Games 
truly desire to bring to our country and to 
the world community. It is the unity and the 
celebration of incredible athletes who sac-
rifice so much for what is often their one 
shot to compete in the Olympic Games. I 
really find a couple of things fascinating 
about the Olympics. The first being that 
in most situations, at the end of the race or 
competition, the far majority of the athletes 

win or lose with tremendous grace by con-
gratulating the winners who are on Cloud 9 
and consoling the losers. Making it to the 
Olympic Games is a great feat, but it is still 
a competition. Everyone desires that gold 
medal, but not everyone can be victorious. 
The grace of the winners and losers, well 
at least what they show on TV anyway, is 
something that brings out that unity among 
the competitors. I loved watching the men’s 
gymnastics team win the bronze medal. 
They were so excited that they got third 
place – it seemed as if they got the gold!

The other aspect of the 2024 Olympics 
and a bedrock of these games over the years 
is the world unity. In the Bible, Jesus speaks 

of the importance of unity among all peo-
ples in the Gospel of John 17:21 where He 
prays:  “that they may all be one.”

As we watch the Olympics you see 
Christians congratulating or cheering for 
Muslims – Italians and Iranians. You see 
athletes from Communist nations high-fiv-
ing athletes from Democracies – Russians 
and Americans. You see athletes from na-
tions standing respectfully as the national 
anthem is played for a nation their country 
is currently at war with. In this moment, 
unity prevails. I didn’t watch the mixed 
doubles table tennis competition. I’m sure 
it was not even televised, but the news ran 
a story of the three teams that made the po-

dium – China (gold), North Korea (silver) 
and South Korea (bronze). China has been 
a tremendous ally to North Korea, which 
technically is still at war with South Korea. 
These six competitors stood shoulder to 
shoulder as they received their medals. At 
the conclusion of the ceremony, the North 
and South Korean athletes stood together 
for a selfie. Where does this ever happen? 
At the Olympic Games. Jesus prays “that 
we may all be one” not simply every four 
years at the Summer Olympic Games but 
in the ways we live in our local communi-
ty and compete on our own sport fields and 
auditoriums. Unity always wins!

From The Pulpit cont. from page 2

“   Having all the loca-
tions helps us connect 

with the community 
to make a positive 
impac on people’s 

lives through the access of 
information and resources.

- Sharon Hall 
Rural East Branch Librarian

continued on page 10
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Brandon Valley Intermediate 
School band directors Del Hubers 
and Laura Schenk once again 
led Summer Band Camp for stu-
dents in grades 5 and 6. Last 
week, the Lynx-student musicians 
performed a concert before fami-
ly and friends. Each of the grade 
bands performed several numbers 
and combined one number. Pic-
tured are, (top photo) Ava Steltz; 
(middle, left) Evan Turek (middle, 
right) Sophia Schaeffer; (at left) 
and Ella Heller, who played a solo 
for one of the sixth-grade band’s 
numbers. 

Concert is finale to Summer Band Camp

Staff report

Del Hubers, the 
instrumental director 
at Brandon Valley 
Intermediate School, will 
once again lead a three-
day camo for beginning 
band members. With 
more than 175 incoming 
student-musicians, Hubers 
encourages all to participate.

Beginning band camp is 
set for Aug 12-14. Sections 
of the band will rehearse 
in three locations in three 
timeslots:

BVIS Band Room: 9-9:5 
a.m., clarinets; 10-10:50 
a.m., saxophones; 11-11:50 
a.m., trombones

BVIS Chorus Room: 
9-9:50 a.m., flutes; 10:10:50 
a.m., trumpets; 11-11:50 
a.m., French horns

BVIS Commons: 9-9:50 

a.m., percussion; 10-10:50 
a.m., baritones; 11-11:50 
a.m., tubas.

Hubers said there is no 
registration or fee to attend 
the camp, but students will 
need to have their band 
instruments and books for 
the camp.

Flutes, clarinets, saxes, 
trumpets and trombones 
can be rented/purchased 
from Popplers Music or 
Schmitt Music, both of 
which are located in Sioux 
Falls. Taylor Music in 
Aberdeen also carries these 
instruments, and renting 
an instrument is highly 
recommended for the 
beginners. Hubers warns 
parents of purchasing 
instruments online, as the 
craftsmanship and quality 
of the discounted brands 
can be questionable.

Students selected to 
play the tuba, baritone or 
French horn will receive the 
instrument at band camp. 
Percussionists will need to 
rent/purchase a bell kit.

All beginning band 
students will need to 
purchase the following 
music books: Tradition of 
Excellence Book 1 and the 
First Performance Book.

Percussionists will also 
need to purchase The 
Performing Percussionist – 
Book 1.

Other supplies that will 
need to be purchased 
are: Clarinets/Saxes: 
Reeds (Vandoren 2 or 2 
1/2 is recommended); 
Brass: Valve oil; and 
Percussionists: Vic Firth 
SD1 General Snare Drum 
sticks.

The Lynx Way

CONQUER PET HAIR LIKE A PRO

Learn more at maytag.com/pets

MAYTAG® PET PRO WASHER REMOVES 5X MORE PET HAIR*

*Comparing normal cycle with Pet Pro filter and option to cycle using traditional agitator  
without Pet Pro filter and option. Results will vary based on fabric and type of pet hair.  
®/™ © 2023 Maytag. All rights reserved. Printed in the U.S.A. 230123ML.

NAMEBRAND  
APPLIANCES

LOCAL  
REPAIR SERVICES

WE PRICE COMPARE WITH THE BIG BOX STORES!

OPENOPEN
NOW NOW 

IN BRANDON, SD!IN BRANDON, SD!

HEARTLAND HARDWARE
113 S. MAIN ST
GEORGE, IA 51237

HEARTLAND APPLIANCE & REPAIR
717 CENTRAL AVE
HAWARDEN, IA 51023

HEARTLAND APPLIANCE & REPAIR
1316 E MARTIN PL
BRANDON, SD 57005

WATERTOWN
DE SMET

HOWARD

MONTEVIDEO
REDWOOD FALLS

WINDOM

EMMETSBURG

SAC CITY

DENISON
HOOPER

STANTON
RANDOLPH
YANKTON

PARKSTON
SIOUX 
FALLS

SIOUX 
CITY

WORTHINGTON

SERVICE
AREA

712-475-3709                |          HEARTLANDAPPLIANCE.COM          |      FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK!

The Brandon Valley Ministerial Association 

Presents the 16th ANNUAL Brandon Area  

Tickets:  $10 Each or $75 for Event Sponsor 
All students 18 & under attend free, thanks to our sponsors. 

Admission includes breakfast, prayers for all sectors of the community and more! 

For Tickets or More Information Contact: 

Paul VanDeBerg (605)594-8250, Laura Kuehl (605)360-9446,  

Nik Aamlid (605)789-9735 Carla Gross (605)359-6430, or Jeff Thue (605)359-1901  

Profits from the event will be given back to local faith based organizations 

Special Guest Speaker:   

Heather Kittelson 
Your Story Matters 
Heather is a woman of faith who is not afraid to be Bold for 
Christ.  Just this past June  -  Heather made a big career move 
to follow her passion and God given talents.  Heather is a wife, 
mom, regional keynote speaker, Founder of Fortitude Ministry, 
Host of Fortitude Podcast and Founder of ‘I AM Fortified’ 
events.  She continues to share her story and journey of       
overcoming adversity  -  while taking a bold stance helping    
others renew their mind to God’s promises of everlasting joy 
and peace.  Heather is married to her sweet husband Amos, 
they have 3 girls & 1 boy and reside in SW Minnesota. 

Friday, August 16, 2024 
Hosted at  Brandon Valley High School  

Light breakfast served at 6:30 a.m. in the commons 
Program to begin at 7:00 a.m. in the PAC 

Hubers to lead beginning 
band camp next week

Schweitzer named to Saint
Mary-of-the-Woods College Dean’s 
List

Taylor Schweitzer, of Garretson, 
achieved Dean’s List Honors for the 
summer 2024 semester at Saint Mary-
of-the-Woods College in Indiana.

Welch is University 
of Wyoming graduate

Trayton Thomas Welch, of Bran-
don, was awarded a Master of Arts 
degree from the University of Wyoming 
following the spring 2024 semester.

Local students selected to
University of Minnesota
Twin Cities Dean’s List

Two students from Brandon – Ju-
lia Jacobson, a junior, and Mikayla 
Knouse, a senior, have been named 
to the 2024 spring semester Dean’s 
List at the University of Minnesota 
Twin Cities.

To qualify for the Dean’s List, a 
student must complete 12 or more 
letter-graded credits while attaining a 
3.66 grade point average.
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Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner • Full Bar 
Nightly Specials • Casino • Meeting Room 

Large Event Room • Outdoor Patio

1013 N. Splitrock Blvd., Brandon SD

Mon-Thurs: 11am-12pm, Fri: 11am-2am  
Sat: 10am-2am, Sun: 10am-12am

605.582.2520 tgators.com

605-582-3300
clarkagency.net

GO HAVE 

FUN
WE’LL SHOP  

YOUR 

INSURANCE

Where Your Family Matters
224 S Splitrock Blvd, Brandon, SD

(605) 582-2744
familyfloorsfurniture.com

Discover
your

floor
Perfect

DON’T MISS 
A SINGLE 
ISSUE! 

Grab your copy 
of the Brandon 
Valley Journal 
at a newsstand 

near you!

IT’S NOT TOO LATE 
TO SUBSCRIBE. 

CASEY’S GENERAL STORE
COFFEE CUP FUEL STOP

SPLITROCK C-STORE 
BLAINE’S SERVICE

EXPRESSWAY
SUNSHINE FOODS

GET-N-GO (ARROWHEAD PKWY)
KINGBIRD COFFEE

Jill Meier
Journal editor

“Take what you need, leave 
what you can.”

That’s the premise that a new 
community service – The Free 
Little Pantry – in Valley Springs 
is now operating under.

Stacey and Tom Pavlovic are 
the wife and husband behind 
The Little Free Pantry, which 
opened in late July. The Pantry 
is located in the northeast corner 
on grounds of the Valley Springs 
American Legion. 

Prior to the Pavlovics taking 
the lead, Stacey said a church, a 
Boy Scout troop and even another 
resident of the community had 
expressed interest in setting up a 
“blessing box” in the community.

But when none of them came to 
fruition, the Pavlovics stepped up.

“I’m blessed that I make a very 
good living, so I want to pass that 
on,” Stacey said.

The Pavlovic’s hope is that 
those in need of a hand up will 
utilize it, and those who have 
the ability will help to keep it 
stocked.

“I’d really like to see every-
body use it. I hope people don’t 
feel bad if they’re taking things 
out of there and other people 
see them. I want everyone to 
know they can take anything out 
of there, anything they need or 

want,” she said.
She’s even willing to take 

requests of needs.
“I put out there if anybody 

wants to request anything, they 
can private message me,” she 
said, noting that only requested 
non-perishable foods and person-
al hygiene items would be posted; 
not the names of those submitting 

the request.
Just shy of a week since The 

Free Little Pantry was opened, 
Pavlovic said she had yet to see 
anyone utilizing the community 
pantry.

“I put a bunch of stuff in there 
last week and I noticed some-
body put a couple other things in 
there,” she said.

Response on social media to 
The Free Little Pantry so far has 
been positive.

“Everybody thinks it’s great,” 
she said. “The only concern 
they’ve shared is vandalism.”

Pavlovic said the Pantry is 
secured well. It was placed 
in proximity to the American 
Legion’s surveillance cameras, 
which should help to deter any 
vandalism.

She’s also hoping that organiza-
tions or church congregations will 
“adopt” the Pantry for a month, 
essentially, helping to keep the 
shelves stocked. Any individual, 
organization or church interested 
in doing so should PM Pavlovic 
on The Free Little Pantry Face-
book page.

This isn’t the first time Stacey 
has taken the lead on a commu-
nity endeavor. After moving to 
Valley Springs in 2016, she’s 
organized the local craft fair and 
city rummage each year.

“I have a need to stay busy,” 
she said.

It was that need – and of course 
the desire to help others – that 
led them to not only purchase the 
pantry, build a floor, add shelv-
ing and stock the shelves with 
non-perishables and personal 
hygiene items.

The Pantry also shelves 
shampoo, conditioner, soap, 

‘Take what you need, leave what you can’
Valley Springs residents set up The Free Little Pantry

Jill Meier/BV Journal 
Stacey and Tom Pavlovic purchased, set up and stocked The Free Little Pantry in Valley Springs.
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The structure at 1001 N. Splitrock Blvd. in Brandon was taken down last week. An early-morning ex-
plosion on Dec. 14 was the cause of the building’s demise. It previously housed Shangri-La, a medical 
marijuana cultivation center. A major chain coffee shop is said to be interested in the property.

And down it comes

Openings 
available!

Call to schedule a tour 
and speak with Michelle 

about enrolling!

705 Sioux Blvd., Brandon
blessedredeemer.com 605-582-2396

LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL

Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it. (Proverbs 22:6)

For questions please contact 
Michelle Ternus, Director

582-2396
michelle.ternus@blessedredeemer.com
705 S. Sioux Blvd., Brandon

Join us for Church in the Yard!
Sunday, August 11 at 9:00am

Join us as we worship in the beautiful 
area in front of our church. Free 
continental breakfast provided 

following worship!
oil changes • alignment • brakes 

air conditioning • routine maintenance 
full service gas + so much more!

 is more than tires!

800-615-3704 • WWW.MANLEYTIRE.COM
FIND US ON FACEBOOK @MANLEY TIRE OIL

746 20TH AVE., MANLEY, MN

toothbrushes and toothpaste, 
toilet papers, women’s sanitary 
products, body wash and even 
diapers. Stacey said donors 
should divide large packages 
of diapers, for example, into 
smaller parcels.

Pavlovic also shelves “free-
bies” of trial size items she 
requests from an online source.

“My intent was to give 
them to a women’s shelter, a 
homeless shelter or if I saw 
someone on the street, to keep 
them in my car and give a bag 
of trial-sized items like soap, 
shampoo, Band-Aids,” she 
said.

As one my expect, guidelines 
have been established for The 
Little Free Pantry.

For starters, only non-per-
ishable and non-expired food 
items may be donated to the 
cause. Pavlovic said she’s toying 
around with the idea of allowing 
donations of frozen foods during 
the winter months.

“I don’t want anything to spoil,” 
she said. “My big thing with 
mentioning that is my work, every 
year, gives us a frozen turkey, and 
I’ve always donated it to a church 
or found somebody on Facebook 
that needs it.”

Second on the list of guidelines, 
is patrons should only take what is 
needed.

The Pavlovics ask that residents 

do not use the Pantry as a disposal 
for items they want out of their 
own cupboards.

They also request that garbage 
is not left in or around the Pantry, 
and the tote inside the Pantry is for 
items that may attract insects.

Lastly, make sure the Pantry 
door is closed when leaving.

“The Legion has been gracious 
enough to let us put this on their 
property; please respect the space 
so we don’t risk having to take it 
down,” she said. “We’re happy to 
do it, glad to do it, and hopefully 
people enjoy it and use it.”

The Free
Little Pantry
cont. from page 8

Jill Meier/BV Journal 
Non-perishables may be taken or 
donated at the Pantry.

tailgating on 
the patio!

lynx vision!
college and  

pro games!

THE GAME HERE!

CATCH

craft brews 
pizza

wings
live music

ENJOY A LOCAL SELECTION OF

located behind the Pizza Ranch
202 s. splitrock blvd.

hours: 5pm-12am

712-274-3095

712-560-8807

507-283-9171

Dean Mann, 92
Dean Mann, 92, of Sioux Falls, 

died Wednesday, July 31, 2024, at 
Ava’s House in Sioux Falls, with 
his family by his side.

Funeral services will begin at 
10:00 a.m. Wednesday, Aug. 7, at 
Hope Lutheran Church, 1700 S. 

Cliff Ave. Interment with military rites will be at 
Mount Pleasant Cemetery, Sioux Falls.

Following his discharge from active duty, Dean 

remained in the National Guard. In 1953, he re-
ceived a direct \

Dean is survived by his daughter, ReNae (Greg) 
Hays, Brandon; granddaughter, Libbie Hays; sister, 
Judy (Les) Kizer, Longmont, Colo.; brother, David, 
Livermore, Calif.; brother-in-law, Derald Espeland, 
Sioux Falls; nieces, Linette (Randy) Dump, Lu-
ann (Brian) Hanson, Patricia (Andy) Welch, Jaime 
(Mike) Vance and nephew, Lane (Pam) Espeland; 
and his cat Harvey.

For online condolences, visit millerfh.com.

Obituary
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Staff report

Although Olivia Odenbrettt was 
not crowned Miss Teen USA 2024, 
the incoming 2025 Brandon Valley 
High School senior had the experi-
ence of a lifetime.

She was one of 51 teens from 
across the United States – and the 
District of Columbia – who com-
peted for the title last week in Los 

Angeles, Calif.
Odenbrett earned the opportu-

nity to vie for the national crown 
after being selected as Miss South 
Dakota Teen USA 2024 in June. 
She made the first cut when the 
competition was trimmed from 51 
contestants to the Top 20, but was 
not selected into the Top 10.

Addie Carver, 17, of Mississipi 
was named Miss Teen USA 2024, 

last week. Georgia’s Ava Colindres 
and Arizona’s Rachael Mclaen 
were named first and second run-
ners-up.

The Aug. 1 televised event, 
which aired on The CW network, 
was hosted by Rachel Lindsay of 
“The Bachelorette” and Justin Syl-
vester of E! News. It was staged 
at the Peacock Theater in Los An-
geles On air, contestants took part 

in evening gown and activewear 
rounds, the latter in 2016 replacing 
what had been the controversial 
swimsuit category. 

The Miss Teen USA pageant 
program is open to applicants ages 
14 to 19, and celebrates “beauty, 
brains and confidence,” according 
to his official website. 

She is the daughter of Rochelle 
and Luke Odenbrett of Brandon. Olivia Odenbrett

Odenbrett competes for Miss Teen USA title 

26874 S Dakota Hwy 11
Sioux Falls, SD 57108

605-789-8554
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Back to school time is coming up fast!Back to school time is coming up fast!
Schedule your cars service now!Schedule your cars service now!

August 9-10
A summer favorite is back! Take advantage of 20% off 

hydrangeas during our sale on Friday & Saturday! You can 
also enjoy a refreshing drink while you shop during our 

greenhouse happy hour on Saturday from 12-4PM.

NURSERY • LANDSCAPING • RETAIL
OAKRIDGENURSERYINC.COM

605.582.6565 • BRANDON, SD 

Hydrangea
Happy Hour

SIP & SHOP 
WITH US!

Faith
United
Church

800 N Splitrock Blvd
Brandon, SD. 57005

605-582-6788
office@faithunitedepc.org

CHILDREN’S 
PROGRAMMING

DURING WORSHIP
SERVICE

BUILDING A FAMILY OF FAMILIES
WWW.FAITHUNITEDEPC.ORG

9:30 AM
WORSHIP
SERVICE

42
Three great shows 
for just

 $60! 
Get your season 
tickets today!

SMALL MOUTH SOUNDS:  Oct, 11-20

A SHERLOCK CAROL:  Dec. 6-15

WOMEN PLAYING HAMLET:  Apr. 4-13

mightycorson.com  (605) 854-1951

Season

Monday - Sunday    
11:00 am - 10:00 pm
616 N. Splitrock Blvd. 
Brandon, SD 57005 

605-582-8177 
www.ElTapatio-SD.com

  

Buy 2 beverages & 2 entrees at reg. price, receive dollar amount above off. Equal or lesser value.

$2.50 OFF 
LUNCH

$4.00 OFF 
DINNER  oror

El tapati0 Mexican Restaurant
Almost 6 OUT OF 10 AMERICANS use newspaper 

advertising to help them decide what brands, products  
and local services to buy. ADVERTISE LOCALLY.  

Call Carl Deardoff / 605.582.9999 to advertise with us.

entry and deactivate after 
a short period of inactivi-
ty. All we ask is that cus-
tomers leave the library 
in the same way that they 
found it,” she said.

Checking out a book 
can be done through a 
self-checkout machine 
as well.

“Customers can use 
the self-checkout ma-
chine at each branch. 
You can easily spot them 
by looking for our com-
puter with a fun screen 
displaying ‘Check Out 
Here’ and you just need 
your Siouxland Libraries 
card and PIN to check 
out any materials,” Hall 
said.

With more access to all 
the libraries in the Sioux-
land Libraries system, 
patrons are encouraged 
to visit each one to find 
ways to enjoy the library 
resources in and out of 
the building.

“Siouxland Libraries 
offers a variety of ma-
terials beyond books in-
cluding movies, music, 
State Park passes, board 
games, and educational 
kits with checkout pe-
riods varying by item,” 
Hall said. 

pose  the ballot measure says that 
in addition to affecting state sales 
taxes, the measure would affect city 
sales taxes, due to a state law that say 
cities cannot tax anything the state 
doesn’t tax. Yet the actual language of 
the measure says “municipalities may 
continue to impose such taxes.”

When asked about that, Mehlhaff 
said,  “I’m just leaving that where it 
is because it says municipalities may 
continue to impose such taxes.” 

Rep. Tony Venhuizen, R-Sioux 
Falls, said voter passage of the mea-
sure could precipitate the worst bud-
get cuts since the 10 percent across-
the-board reductions during the 2011 
legislative session.

“If the people vote for this, they 
need to know that when we come 
during January, we are not going to 
be doing increases for anything,” he 
said. “We’re going to make significant 
budget cuts.”  

Retailers such as Walmart, Sam’s 
Club and Dollar General, which clas-
sify a significant portion of their sales 

as groceries and consumables, could 
see a substantial portion of their sales 
untaxed under the new measure, ac-
cording to the analysis. It estimates 
that 59 to 81 percent of sales at those 
retailers could be affected.

The analysis says the Legislature 
would need to clarify the definition 
of “human consumption” to deter-
mine the measure’s full fiscal impact, 
should the measure pass.

Rachael Neiman, CEO/president of 
the Brandon Valley Area Chamber of 
Commerce, said the organization is 
staging a local campaign, asking vot-
ers to not “ax the tax.”

“I’m extremely concerned if it 
passes,” said Neiman. “Right now, 
we are in search of more retail in 
Brandon. That is how Brandon is go-
ing to continue to grow and thrive – 
through sales tax revenue. In order to 
grow our sales tax, we need retailers. 
Right now, one of our biggest retail-
ers is groceries. Without that revenue 
source, it would be crippling to our 
municipality. If that revenue source 

goes away, it’s very concerning.”

Proponent says LR
 recommended language

Rick Weiland runs Dakotans for 
Health, the group behind the ballot 
measure. He said the measure ini-
tially said “anything sold for eating 
or drinking by humans,” but was 
changed to “anything sold for human 
consumption” because the Legislative 
Research Council recommended it.

A 2022  letter to Weiland  from the 
council suggested the initial wording 
was “overly vague, inviting various 
interpretations in determining its 
meaning.” The council recommended 
using terms like ingestion, chewing or 
consumed.

“These terms seem to be more pre-
cise than ‘eating and drinking,’ as they 
may better capture the various ele-
ments of food and beverage consump-
tion,” the council wrote to Weiland. 

Following this advice, Weiland 
said, his team revised the language to 
“anything sold for human consump-

tion, except alcoholic beverages and 
prepared food.” 

Attorney General Marty Jack-
ley  has since stated  that “human 
consumption” is not defined by 
state law, and its common definition 
encompasses more than just food and 
drinks. 

Weiland’s attorney sought clari-
fication from Jackley in a February 
2023 letter and email, but said he re-
ceived no response.

Mehlhaff told budget committee 
members that the language used in the 
final draft is not the council’s recom-
mendation, pointing to another line in 
the 2022 letter that offered a possible 
rewrite: “The retail sale of any food 
or food ingredient for any purpose is 
exempt from any tax imposed by law.”

Mehlhaff said if the measure pass-
es, lawmakers could attempt to amend 
or repeal it before its effective date on 
July 1, 2025.

Passage Of IM 28 Would Cripple City Budget cont. from page 1

has stores in four Northwest 
Iowa communities: Sioux Cen-
ter, Storm Lake, Orange City 
and Sheldon. 

Fresh, quality and fast cus-
tomer service are trademarks 
the Jimmy John’s brand boasts. 

“From an operations stand-
point, we’re one of few brands 
that have everything fresh, 
from meats to vegetables. We 
spend six hours a day prepping 
to make 30-second sandwich-
es,” he said.

As of Tuesday, Hartwig said 
the store was about 92 percent 
complete.

“We’re doing the last bit of 
final touches,” he said. “On 
Friday, Jimmy John’s comes in 
and we’ll be prepping food by 
Monday.”

The Brandon store will open 
with 18 on the payroll. Hartwig 
said they tend to “hire slow-
er” at the start by bringing in 
managers from other locations. 
They will be “weaned” from 

the Brandon store as new hires 
are added.

The Brandon store’s man-
agerial staff are both relocat-
ing from Iowa to Brandon. 
Josh Westra has worked with 
Hartwig for about a year, and 
is the manager. The assistant 
manager is Tyler Harbeck.

“I can’t wait (to open),” 
Hartwig said. “I think Bran-
don – for myself – is one of 
the cities that I’m less familiar 
with, but I’m so excited. We’re 
going to push hard to welcome 
everybody and we’re more 
than prepared. When we have 

our grand opening, it’s pretty 
simple: we are open 100 per-
cent.”

Jimmy John’s offers catering 
and delivery. 

“It’s super convenient,” he 
said of their delivery service. 
“If you’re at home or at the ball 
park, we can bring it to you 
anywhere.”

As for catering, Jim-
my John’s is known for its 
last-minute capabilities.

“We can handle anything in 
a short amount of time. We hire 
for attitude and train for skills.”

He encourages customers to 

use the Jimmy John’s app to 
order, noting special deal of-
ferings. For the first month, an 
original sandwich, chips, drink 
and a cookie will be $10.  

The store will be open seven 
days a week 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Hartwig said hours will be ex-
tended if business warrants.

He extends an invitation to 
give Jimmy John’s a try.

“Don’t be bashful to come 
day one, two, three or four,” 
he said. “We’ll be ready. It’s a 
fun week for us to show people 
how quick we can be and that 
our service is exceptional.”

Jimmy John’s cont. from page 1
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To Win Big!

We’re gifting $40,000. Nominate your 

favorite school or organization that 

supports students to receive a donation.

bhfcu.com/nominate
NOMINATE HERE
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Jill Meier
Journal editor

An entertainment ven-
ue that opened in Valley 
Springs three years ago is 
closing its doors on Aug. 
23.

Over the past three years, 
On The Rocks has brought 
a variety of “nightlife’ to the 
community, and has been a 
community player by sup-
porting the Valley Springs 
volunteer fire department 
and partnering with Auto-
mania organizers the last 
few years.

The announcement was 
made on the venue’s Face-
book page last week. The 
post cited “rising costs in 
the industry” as the reason 
for ceasing operations.

“With inflation and cost 
of all the goods going up 

so high, my markups would 
have to be just that much 
more than Brandon’s,” said 
owner Rob Pragulske. “It’s 
getting to the point where 
it’s getting a little out of 
control,”

Pragulske added that On 
the Rocks has fulfilled all of 
its contracts, including the 
lease, and that all suppliers 
are paid.

“It just so happened that 
our lease was done on the 
31st (of July), so this kind 
of made sense. All the num-
bers are adding up to be 
going backwards soon, and 
we didn’t want to go back-
wards,” he said.

Pragulske and his son, 
Jonathon, expanded their 
On the Rocks brand from 
Harrisburg to Valley 
Springs in 2021. The fa-
ther-son partnership provid-

ed a bar, grill, casino and 
C-store all under one roof 
in the 14,000 square-foot 
building. The venue’s clo-
sure eliminates one of two 
locations live music can be 
enjoyed in Valley Springs.

Pragulske said his phone 
has been blowing up since 
the announcement was 
made over the weekend.

“Everybody’s confused 
because it was one of those 
last-minute decisions that 
my son and I said, ‘It’s just 
time to (sic) or get off the 
pot.’ He just had a kid and 
doesn’t really want to do 
anything with the bar dis-
trict anymore, and I can 
kind go do what I want to 
do,” he said.

Pragulske said he’s been 
putting in 70 hours a week, 
working the breakfast, 
lunch and dinner crowds, 

along with the C-Store, ca-
sino and bar.

“Being at the bar from 7 
a.m. to 2 a.m. just isn’t my 
style right now,” he said.

Until business closing, 
the post encourages pa-
trons to “stop down and 
see what’s popping” in an 
effort to empty the shelves 
of stock.

Starting at 5 p.m. Friday, 
Aug. 23, free jungle juice 
and $2 cans of beer – while 
supplies last – will close 
out the bar and restaurant’s 
three-year run. 

“It’s basically one night,” 
Pragulske said. “We’ll have 
a jungle juice mixture of all 
the hard stuff, and then we’re 
going to do $2 cans and use 
up the inventory, hopefully 
get it all gone that Friday 
night,” Pragulske said.

Along with drink spe-

cials, Pragulske is bring-
ing in live music all night, 
“with what I would call all 
of of our ‘single acts,’ kind 
of like the Automania acts.” 

Pragulske said he plans to 
split time between Havasu, 
Ariz. and Lennox.

“I want to retire, that was 
kind of the goal, but I don’t 
know if my brain and body 
will let me not work,” he 
said. “I’m going to take a 
vacation and I’m going to 

see how I do, but I’ll proba-
bly need something to do to 
keep me going.”

Pragulske isn’t sever-
ing all ties with the Valley 
Springs community. He 
hopes to remain involved 
with Automania.

“Thanks for the camara-
derie,” Pragulske says to 
his patrons. “Maybe we’ll 
pick this up and try it again. 
I don’t know, but there’s 
plenty of options out there.” 

Last call at On The Rocks is Aug. 23
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If you’re planning to attend Brandon Val-
ley Lynx athletic and fine arts events this 
season, here’s a tip: Purchase your ticket 
online before you go.

That’s because Brandon Valley is going 
to a digital ticketing system this year.

The transition to a digital ticketing plat-
form is part of the district’s commitment 
to enhancing convenience, safety and effi-
ciency for event fans.

Bill Freking, activities director for Bran-
don Valley, said the move to digital ticket-
ing is being made by all of the metro area 
school districts, which includes Sioux Falls, 
Harrisburg, Tea Area and Brandon Valley.

“Eventually, it will take place throughout 
the ‘AA’ schools,” Freking said.

Digital ticketing is not new. The South 
Dakota High School Activities Association 
implemented the online ticketing process 
for state tournaments several years ago.

“We’re going to try to be as ‘cashless’ as 
we possibly can (at the ticket booths),” Fre-
king said. “We will still have the credit card 
readers there. This is something fans and 
patrons have been asking for. Hopefully, it 
will be a smooth process.”

Tickets for all district events can be pur-
chased online at brandonvalley.k12.sd.us or 
the Bound mobile app, which can be down-
on loaded on smartphones.

Once purchased, tickets can be securely 
stored on a smartphone or printed for con-
venience. Additionally, card readers will be 
available at the gate, making the gameday 
experience smoother and more convenient. 
The change to a 100-percent cash-free box 
office leads to faster service and shorter 

wait times for fans.
Admission fees for BVSD athletic con-

tests and music concerts are as follows: 
Adults: $6; Students: $4; Senior Citizens 
(60+): $4. Activity passes for adults are $70 
for the school year and $35 for students. 
No additional fees are passed on to the pur-
chaser. Activity passes are not valid for cer-
tain Invitational and Fine Arts events, such 
as the spring musical, so prices may vary.

“As long as it’s not a tournament, they 
should be able to use that pass,” Freking 
said.

Those who do not have access to digital 
devices should contact Freking, whose of-
fice is at the high school.

“We’re going to try to be as accommodat-
ing as we possibly can to make sure the fan 
experience is better than before,” Freking 
said.

For “big games,” digital ticketing is ex-
pected to decrease wait time in lines.

Patrons who are 62 years old and above 
may still receive the free adult-senior pass-
es to events, and Freking said those that are 
not “tech-savvy” should contact his office.

The new digital ticketing system will be 
tested Aug. 16 and 20 when the Lynx boys 
and girls soccer teams play host to Huron 
and Sioux Falls O’Gorman, respectively.

“We have a couple of soccer games where 
we may need to work some bugs out. There 
may be some issues, and like anything new, 
we ask people to be patient,” Freking said.

Activity passes can be purchased prior to 
Lynx Power Day on Aug. 14, that day or 
online after that day.

“Some people have already purchased 
passes and have paper passes until we get 
the log-in in there done,” Freking said.

101 Splitrock Blvd, Brandon
HOURS Mon-Fri: 6:30am-10pm | Sat-Sun: 7am-10pm 25

30
2

six pack  
and a pound

$2off

!

INTERNET | RESIDENTIAL & BUSINESS PHONE

Alliance’s fiber-to-home network ensures 
that your internet connection is the best in 
the region with equally fast upload and 
download speeds that benefit everyone 
from at-home workers to avid gamers.

What’s your 
 need for

speed?

Follow us for updates 
on local news, sneak 
peeks and more! 

Find us on

Synchronized siblings

 The Chris-
topherson sib-
lings – Micah, 

10, and Ella, 8 
– cooled off on 
a hot Thursday 

afternoon last 
week at the 

Brandon Com-
munity Pool. 

They also had 
some fun by 

taking synchro-
nized leaps off 

of the diving 
boards.

Jill Meier/BV 
Journal

Brandon Valley transitioning to
digital ticketing this school year

PIERRE  – The South 
Dakota Retailers Associa-
tion is now accepting nom-
inations for the Retailer of 
the Year, Restaurant of the 
Year, and Community Ser-
vice awards. Nominations 
can be submitted online 
at sdra.org/awards. 

Since 1982, the Retailers 
Association has presented 

awards to recognize ex-
cellence in business and 
community service. Each 
January, individuals and 
families who own or oper-
ate outstanding businesses 
are honored with Retailer 
of the Year, Restaurant of 
the Year, and Community 
Service awards during the 
Association’s statewide 

Business Conference and 
Awards Reception in Pierre 

“We believe in South 
Dakota businesses,” said 
Executive Director Nathan 
Sanderson. “These awards 
are our way of giving back 
and recognizing those who 
make our state a great place 
to live, work, and raise a 
family.” 

Nominations sought for statewide business awards
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A Legion baseball champion-
ship continues to elude Brandon 
Valley Post 131. Their season 
came to an end last week after 
being eliminated in the Class A 
state tournament in Brookings. 
Post 131 hasn’t won a Legion title 
since claiming the B champion-
ship in 1996.

Although they fell short this 
season, Post 131 seems poised to 
be a contender next year after this 
year’s young squad gave a valiant 
effort at the state tournament.

Brandon Valley lost their open-
er to unbeaten Harrisburg 2-0 on 
Tuesday before rebounding and 
defeating Sioux Falls East 4-1 on 
Wednesday. Their season came 
to an end in the double-elimina-
tion tournament after a 3-0 loss to 
Brookings on Thursday. 

Despite being eliminated, Post 
131 pitching was strong in the 
state tournament, but the Brandon 
Valley bats never came into play 
at the right time. Over the three 
days, Brandon Valley pitchers 
limited opposing batters to a .143 
batting average. But offensively, 
Brandon Valley batted just .173.

“We just didn’t get the timely 
hits, and other teams did,” Bran-
don Valley head coach Jeremy 
VanHeel said. “Offensively, our 
bats just weren’t there.”

Post 131 finishes the year at 21-
21, again, another positive sign 
for such a youthful team. It clearly 
is something to build on for next 

season.
 “I think our record didn’t truly 

tell how talented we were,” Van-
Heel said. “We had some ups and 
downs and some growing pains. 
Baseball is tough. If it was easy, 
anybody could do it, but not ev-
erybody does because it’s a grind. 
We showed we have the talent 
to play with a lot of teams and 
we have the talent to beat a lot 
of teams. I don’t think there was 
a single team in the state tourna-
ment that wanted to see us.”

Game 1
Harrisburg 2, Brandon Val-

ley 0 - Brandon Valley had to face 

Harrisburg pitcher Eli Kokenge, 
one of the state’s top pitchers in 
the opening game of the tourna-

ment. But Post 131 was able to 
crank out five hits against the Ti-
gers led by Jackson Adams’ 2-for-

3 effort. Carter LaBrie matched 
Kokenge’s effort on the mound 
for Brandon Valley. LaBrie went 
the distance, scattering six hits 
with two strikeouts and zero 
walks.

Game 2
Brandon Valley 4, Sioux Falls 

East 1 - Brandon Valley nearly 
gave this opening round loser’s 
bracket game away after leading 
1-0 throughout most of the game. 
Post 131 led 1-0 going into the 
bottom of the sixth before East 
scored on a passed ball. In the 
bottom of the seventh tied 1-1, 
a grounder to first baseman Max 
Peters was bobbled with an East 
runner on second and two outs. 

continued on page 17

The Brandon Valley Post 131 
dugout looks on during their 
opening round game in the 
South Dakota Legion Baseball 
Tournament in Brookings against 
Harrisburg Gold in Brandon on 
Tuesday, June 30.

www.brandonvalleyjournal.com
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• Smithey Ironware
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  Mixing Bowls
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• Nordic Ware
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BROKER ASSOCIATE
LLOYD COMMERCIAL 
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Spring is a 
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Kara L. Baas, MS, NCC, LPC-MH
Licensed Professional Counselor - Mental Health

NewDay@alliancecom.net  •  www.NewDaySD.com 
1320 E. Rushmore Dr. Suite 107

New Day
CouNseliNg serviCes llC

Client Centered Counseling for 
Children, Teens, Adults and Families

Cognitive Behavioral Therapy
Energy Psychology

Depression  •  Adjustment Issues  •  Anxiety  •  OCD

ADD/ADHD  •  Anger Management  •  Behavioral Issues

Relationship Issues  •  Trauma Recovery  •  Eating Disorders

605.582.7418

Frosethplumbing.net
FrosethPlumbingLLC@gmail.com

24-hour Emergency 
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605-310-9158 Josh Froseth
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QUALITY
Building Materials

(605) 582-3252
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Legion baseball 
season ends at 

state tournament

Photoa courtesy of Jenn LaBrie
Brandon Valley’s Aiden Zerr takes a swing against Harrisburg Gold in the opening round game of the 
South Dakota Legion Baseball Tournament in Brookings on Tuesday, June 30.

GET
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26685 486th Ave • Valley Springs, SD 57068 • 605-553-5015

BUY   
ONE

!
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The amateur baseball 
season came to an end on 
Saturday for the Valley Rats 
after a 7-1 loss to the Sioux 
Falls Squirrels in the losers 
bracket of the Class A East/
South District Tournament 
in Renner.

The loss ends the Rats 
at 4-8 overall, an obvi-
ously shortened season as 
the team underwent a new 
roster and new manager 
in 2024. Jaxon Haase took 
over for Josh Mulder, who 
managed the team since its 
inception in 2014. The Rats 
were formed that season af-
ter the Brandon Merchants 
bolted in 2012 to form the 
Sioux Falls Brewers, the de-
fending Class A champions.

The Rats last qualified 
for the state tournament in 
2020. That team resembled 
nothing like this year’s Rats 
roster, one that Haase built 
with young, former Bran-
don Valley High School and 
Post 131 Legion players.

Although a 12-game 
schedule is indeed a short 
one, and a 4-8 record obvi-
ously falls short of presea-
son goals, the Rats did show 
signs of chemistry as the 
season progressed. Valley 
won their final two regular 
season games, a streak last 
matched by the Rats in the 
first two games of 2023.

However, like it is in 
many leagues around the 
state, finding adequate line-
ups for each game was a 

struggle for Valley. They 
managed just nine or 10 
players for several of their 
12 games this season. Haase 
said not once did his desired 
starting nine make it to the 
same game to fill a full ros-
ter.

“It’s the same story for 
the whole year,” Haase said. 
“We just didn’t have those 
core guys there, ever. It was 
on and off.”

Case in point was Joe 
Lund, who batted .440 this 
season for the Rats. He 

played in Valley’s opening 
game in the regional tourna-
ment but was unable to play 
Games 2 and 3 due to per-
sonal obligations that took 
him out of town. 

This year’s regional tour-
nament was a five-team 
format. The Rats, seeded 
No. 5, opened on Thursday 
against the fourth-seed-
ed Squirrels. Valley went 
with 2023 Brandon Valley 
grad Daniel Buteyn on the 
mound who last time out 
got the win over Renner in 

the regular season finale on 
July 24 by striking out 20 of 
the 36 batters he faced.

But his impressive perfor-
mance over Renner didn’t 
carry over to the regional 
tournament as the Squirrels 
got to him early in a 10-
0, seven-inning shortened 
game. Buteyn lasted just 2.1 
innings where he gave up 
seven hits, six earned runs 
while striking out three.

The Rats rebounded on 
Friday, however, and de-
feated the Mitchell Aces 
in the opening round of 
the loser’s bracket with a 
10-0 win in seven innings. 
And this one was another 
impressive outing from a 
2023 Brandon Valley grad 
as Tate Ivers went the dis-
tance, striking out six while 
giving up just three hits. 

“He had a lot of com-
mand,” Haase said of Ivers. 
“He had good control and 
good pitch sequences.”

The Rats had 12 hits in 
the win over Mitchell led 
by Dawson Mork’s 3-for-
4 effort. Nate Meyers and 
Jackson Adams each had 2 
RBI in the win. Valley also 
pounded out four home 
runs in the win, one each 
from Emmott Nathan, Ad-
ams, Meyers and Nick Ho-
kenstad.

The win over Mitchell 
advanced the Rats to Sat-
urday, but that’s where the 
season ended with a 7-1 
loss, again to the Squirrels. 
The Rats put Brandon Val-
ley senior Carter LaBrie on 

Jill Meier/BV Journal 
A Sioux Falls Squirrel runner (above) is safe as he steals second base, thanks to an errant throw. Valley Rats catch-
er Dawson Mork (below) and pitcher Daniel Buteyn break for a quick talk on the mound.

continued on page 17
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Find a provider at sanfordhealth.org

No referral needed.

DON’T LET

JOINT 
PAIN
HOLD YOU BACK.

Your joints are your connection points – 

and when they hurt, they stop you from 

moving freely. That’s why our board-

certified orthopedic specialists and 

surgeons use a team approach to care 

for you before, during and after joint 

replacement surgery. Our advanced 

partial or total joint replacement 

options come with less risk and shorter 

hospital stays, so you can safely restore 

your ability to move.

Joshua Johnson, MD
Orthopedic Surgery

Ryan Todhunter, MD
Orthopedic Surgery

Mark Heidenreich, MD
Orthopedic Surgery

202 S Splitrock Blvd, Brandon SD
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Order by Phone
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Order Online
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Monday
Fundraising Night
10% of proceeds go to local charities.  
FREE INFLATABLE pass with purchase 
of an non-discounted buffet. For kids 3-10 
years old, to be used day of purchase.

Tuesday
Kid’s Night
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(Ages 3-10). From 5-8 pm, 10% of all 
proceeds go to support the BV Schools.

Wednesday
Carryout Only
Any Medium for $9.99  
(limit 5 per customer)

Thursday
Chicken Night
Buffet Featuring Chicken Items!  
Chicken wings, chicken fries, chicken 
tortilla soup, and chicken pizzas!

Adult buffet 
with coupon.$10 99

Lunch or supper. Fridays only.  
Good only at Brandon, SD location.

NEW!

Friday Buffet Blitz!

!

Valley Rats amateur baseball season ends in regionals
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the Border

borderlinebutchering.com

WE SPECIALIZE  
in the custom butchering  

of beef and hogs. 

LOCATED 10 MINUTES 
SOUTH OF BRANDON, 
we are a family‑owned 
butcher shop serving the 
Tri‑State area.
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Believe it or not, summer 
is over – at least in the eyes 
of the South Dakota High 
School Activities Associ-
ation. Practice has already 
begun for some of the fall 
sports, and the first soccer 
games are scheduled for 
Aug. 16.

With athletics now get-
ting underway, the Brandon 
Valley School District has 
hired four new head varsity 
coaches, along with a role 
change at the varsity level.

Hannah Guenther 
Football Sideline Cheer
Hannah Guenther grad-

uated from Augustana in 
2023 and begins her second 
year this fall as a kindergar-
ten teacher at Inspiration 
Elementary. The Watertown 
native cheered at both Wa-
tertown High School and 
Augustana.

Last year Guenther was 
a volunteer assistant coach 
during the winter athlet-
ic season for basketball at 
Brandon Valley. This fall, 
she takes over as the head 
sideline cheer coach for 
football.

The 24-year-old said 
she was in dance at Water-

town from a young age be-
fore starting cheer in high 
school. She cheered for 
Watertown football and was 
also in competitive dance.

Pat Knopf - Boys & Girls 
Club Bowling

Pat Knopf takes over for 
Jill Reindl as the boys and 
girls bowling coach this 
season. The Dell Rapids 
native spent the last three 
years as Brandon Valley’s 
assistant coach.

This will be the 36-year-
old’s first season as a head 
coach of any program, but 
he said he’s not feeling any 
pressure despite the boys’ 
team claiming the state title 
last season.

“Because I think we’re 
going to win it again,” he 
said. “We lost six seniors 

on the boy’s side, but we’ve 
got a lot of good, young tal-
ent coming up.” 

The Lynx boys also won 
state in 2009-10.

The Brandon Valley girls 
have two state champion-
ships in the club sport’s 22-
year history in South Dako-
ta, in 2003-04 and 2011-12. 
Knopf said he thinks there’s 
a chance for a third this sea-
son.

“It’s possible,” he said. 
“We only have three se-
niors, so it’s a younger 
group. But there’s a very 
good possibility they could 
win it this year.”

Tom Meester 
Boys Wrestling

Tom Meester has served 
as Brandon Valley’s assis-
tant varsity wrestling coach 

since 2020. With head coach 
Derek Outland assuming 
the head coaching position 
for the girls wrestling pro-
gram for the upcoming sea-
son, Meester has now taken 
over the boys program.

Meester came to Brandon 
Valley in 2018 as the Mid-
dle School wrestling coach 
where he served in that role 
for two years before moving 
into an assistant on varsity.

The Rock Rapids, Iowa 
native said he’s fully aware 
of the success at Brandon 
Valley in recent years on 
the wrestling mat. The Lynx 
won three straight Class A 
state titles from 2021-23. 
Last year, Brandon Valley 
had six wrestlers place in 
the state tournament; three 
of them graduated in May.

“The guys are aware 

of the amount of talent 
we’ve graduated,” he said. 
“They’re all putting in the 
time (this summer). Every-
one wants to be good, but 
they know there’s some se-
rious work that we have to 
put in.”

The 41-year-old is a 
Physical Education teacher 
at Brandon Valley Middle 
School. He wrestled colle-
giately at Augustana before 
serving as an assistant with 
the Vikings before coming 
to Brandon Valley.

Derek Outland
Girls Wrestling

Derek Outland begins his 
23rd season with Brandon 
Valley’s wrestling program 
this season. But this win-
ter, he’ll become the first 
girls-only varsity coach for 

the Lynx.
The South Dakota High 

School Activities Associa-
tion sanctioned girls wres-
tling in 2020. Since then, 
Brandon Valley has had a 
handful of girls compete on 
the varsity level. Outland 
said he’d like to continue to 
build the program.

“I was really excited 
about building something 
new,” he said of taking on 
the new role. “Starting a 
program from the ground 
level and building that pro-
gram up, that’s an oppor-
tunity I’m looking forward 
to.”

As the boys’ coach, Out-
land led the Lynx to three 
straight state titles from 
2021-23.

The Rapid City native 

BV Lynx athletic teams welcome new head
coaches, new roles for upcoming seasons

Hannah Guenther Pat Knopf Tom Meester Derek Outland Aric Spader
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• EXCELLENT WAGES 
• FLEXIBLE SCHEDULES 
• TRAINING PROVIDED
$66.62 PER ROUTE or 

Activity Trips: 
(First hour - $34.50) 

(Additional hours - $22.18)

Apply online at 
https://brandonvalley.tedk12.com/

hire/index.aspx
Stop in and discuss at the 

Transportation Facility located at: 
812 E Redwood Blvd., Brandon, SD 

57005 • 605-582-3514

SCHOOL BUS

DRIVERS
CHILD NUTRITION 

DEPARTMENT
Full-time and flexible Part-time 

positions available
Salary starting at $17.50/hour
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AND 

BECOME A 
LYNX!!!
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com/hire/index.aspx
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Risen Savior Catholic Church

301 N SPLITROCK BLVD
BRANDON, SD 57005
605-582-6902 

Weekend Mass Schedule
Saturday-5:00pm
Sunday-8:00am & 10:30am

Father Andrew Young

wrestled at Stevens High School before 
competing at Augustana in Sioux Falls.

He teaches geography and world history 
at Brandon Valley High School.

Aric Spader  – Girls Soccer
Aric Spader takes over the girls’ soccer 

program from Lexi Frantzen who served in 

the role for three seasons.
Spader comes to Brandon Valley after 

serving as a head coach for the Dakota Al-
liance Soccer Club in Sioux Falls for 12 
years. He was also an assistant coach with 
the Augustana women’s soccer program 
for seven years, Sioux Falls Roosevelt’s 
girls’ team for a season when the sport was 

sanctioned by the SDHSAA. He started as 
an assistant for the boys and girls teams at 
Sioux Falls Washington.

After graduating from Washington, the 
now 33-year-old played collegiately at 
Mount Marty in Yankton before a knee in-
jury ended his career. He later received his 
undergraduate degree from South Dakota 

State and a Master’s degree from Augusta-
na.

Spader will have to get up to speed in 
a hurry with the Lynx. Practice began on 
Monday and he’ll have nine practice ses-
sions with his team before they open Aug. 
16 against Huron. 

New Head Coaches At BV cont. from page 15

Tom A. Savage
Contributing writer

Facebook has had its issues in recent years, but 
there’s little argument about the power the social 
media platform has at bringing people together.

A perfect example, and an incredibly random one at 
that, is the connection between Scott Bullis and Seattle 
Koepp.

Bullis is a 1987 Brandon Valley graduate living in Colo-
rado Springs. He’s a car enthusiast and restored a Hudson 
Hornet, which is painted similar to the one in the movie, 
Cars. He’s shown the car at various shows throughout 
Colorado and also competes with it in various endurance 
rallies. He raced the car last summer in a competition that 
raced across the country called The Great Race.

Koepp is a budding indie pop singer living in Den-
ver. She 
recently 
posted 
on Face-
book that 
she was 
looking 
for anyone 
in the area 
with an 
antique 
car that 
she could 
feature in 
an upcom-
ing music 
video.

Bullis’ 
wife, 
Cindy, was 
scanning 
Facebook 
recently 
and saw 
Koepp’s 
request. She responded and told Koepp that her husband 
had such a car that might work perfectly for the music 
video.

Through correspondence on Facebook, the irony came 
crashing through the computer screen.

Koepp is a 2017 Brandon Valley graduate. Exactly 30 
years apart, the two Lynx grads who’d never met were 
now collaborating on a music video.

“There was no connection at all,” Bullis said. “It was 
incredibly random.”

Koepp is known professionally as Seattle Kay. While at 
Brandon Valley, she performed in choir and was in most 
theatrical plays. She was also in Oral Interpretation.

But things have certainly taken off for her since her time 
in Brandon. Her song, MindGames, was released on July 
23. The music video featuring Bullis’ car dropped on July 
29. Her first album dropped on Aug. 6.

Koepp and Bullis connected on July 16 for the video, a 
quick turnaround for its release a month later. The video 
was shot all around the Denver suburbs, including shots 

outside the 
Coors Brewing 
Company plant 
in Golden.

“It was nuts 
when I met 
him,” Koepp 
said of her 
first encounter 
with Bullis. “I 
was like, ‘No 
way. You went 
to the same 
school?’ I nev-
er meet anyone 
from Brandon 
out here. It’s 
crazy, it’s real-
ly cool.”

Although 
things are 
fast-tracking 
for Koepp 
in the music 
industry, she 

said it’s been the plan since she was a child. She said her 
grandfather sang to her when she was a baby and that ever 
since she could talk, she was talking about doing music.

“I have drawings from kindergarten of tour buses,” 
she said. “I’ve been posting videos online since I was in 
Middle School.”

She and a newly hired manager are also planning a tour 
later this year, and that includes a stop in Sioux Falls. A 
date venue has not been announced.

Perhaps the music video will continue to build her ca-
reer. The fact that it was aided by a fellow Brandon Valley 
grad 30 years her senior brings it full circle.

“I’ve had experience posting on Facebook groups. I 
found my drummer and my bass guitarist there,” she said. 
“It’s a really cool way to bring people together.”

MindGames can be viewed on YouTube and is available 
to download on all social media platforms.

Random Facebook post unites 
two BV grads for music video

Submitted photos 
Seattle Koepp, known professionally as Seattle Kay (left), stands next to Scott Bullis 
in front of the antique car used in a music video. 

Brandon Valley grad Seattle Koepp, known profession-
ally as Seattle Kay, poses with a car owned by Scott 
Bullis for the MindGames music video.

Staff report

Summit League officials 
have revealed the 2024-25 
championship schedules. 
Fifteen of those champion-

ships will take place on a va-
riety of the League’s  cam-
puses, while  the men’s and 
women’s basketball tour-
naments will return to the 
Denny Sanford PREMIER 

Center in Sioux Falls and 
the men’s and women’s 
golf championships will 
be played in Mesa, Ariz. 
The championship slate 
will begin in Vermillion, 

as the University of South 
Dakota is slated to host 
the cross country races on 
Nov. 2. Omaha will bring 
the league’s champion-
ship schedule to a close 

on May 21-24 by host-
ing the  baseball champi-
onship on Tal Anderson 
Field at Maverick Park. 
The remainder of the fall 
championship schedule 

includes women’s soccer, 
which will consist of six 
teams and be played over 
the course of two week-
ends for the fourth time in 

Summit League announces Championship dates for 2024-25

continued on page 17
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Manager Jax-
on Haase was 
the third pitch-
er to take the 

mound against 
the Sioux Falls 

Squirrels in 
Thursday’s 

opening game 
of the ama-

teur baseball 
league’s regional 

tournament.

Jill Meier/BV Journal 

Sports

Capture the summer fill
propane savings. Remember

to get your tanks filled!

Call to schedule an appointment: (800) 310-1558

Contact our team to lock
in our summer fill pricing.
Also ask about our
budget billing program
for more manageable
payments!

• food trucks • produce
• live entertainment
• baked & canned goods 
• local honey 
• SoDak wine & cider
• eggs • sourdough
• woodworking items 
• birdhouses

• dog treats & toys
• jewelry • crafts • 3D toys
• knife sharpening and sales
• beef • chicken • pork
• artwork • candles
• jerky • seasonings
• seasonal fruit
• nut butter • fresh flowers

Located: 
Lippert Parking Lot
915 N Splitrock Blvd
1 block south of I-90

Find us on Facebook • www.brandonsdfarmersmarket.com

May through October

SATURDAYS 
9am - 1:30pm

WHEN YOU BUY  
BRANDONBRANDON

THEY BUY 
BRANDONBRANDON

Advertise locally.

Brandon Valley
Trader

Oil Changes
Brakes & Repair
Tires & Alignment

Gas & Convenience StoreCar Wash & Dry
Complete Exhaust Service

FULL SERVICE AUTO REPAIR  & SERVICE

Serving Brandon 42 YEARS since 1980

300 E. Holly Blvd. Brandon               605.582.3414

Spaghetti Fundraiser

GIVE THE GIFT OF DANCE

5-7 PMSATURDAY

FEBRUARY25
$5 - ages 10 & under$10 - ages 11 & up

Raffle items: XBox Series S, Apple AirPods, Arnold’s Park tickets, Stampede 
tickets, and more!

Change a young dancer’s life!
Change a young dancer’s life!

CELEBRATE CHURCH 900 N Splitrock Blvd

Hosted by the  Alison’s Dance Academy Boosters

Enjoy performances by our Company Dancers.

• LIVE ENTERTAINMENT • FULL SERVICE BAR  • FOOD 
• KARAOKE CONTESTS • LIVE BANDS  
• CASINO • POOL TABLES • DARTS MON- THURS: 2PM - 12AMFRI & SAT: 11AM - 2AMSUN: 11AM - 8PM

325 S MAIN AVE., BRANDON, SD • 605-582-2834
@DOUBLEDSALOONSD

    Find us on Facebook @BrandonSDFarmersMarket www.brandonsdfarmersmarket.com

Vendors Welcome, please email  
brandonsdfarmersmarket@gmail.com for info

May through October

SATURDAYS 9am - 1:30pm

915 N Splitrock Blvd (Lippert parking lot)

Open house season is here!

www.KKleaners.com 
605.839.9631

Open house season is here!Open house season is here!
Is your carpet ready for visitors?

10%
 OFF SPRING CLEANING PROMOTIONExpiration Date May 31, 2023

BRANDON OWNED

League history. The No. 3 and No. 4 seeds will be hosting 
the quarterfinal matchups on Saturday, Nov. 2 or Sunday, 
Nov.3. The following week those match winners will face 
the top two seeds in semifinals on Thursday, Nov. 7. The 
2024 championship match is slated for Sunday, Nov. 10. 
The men’s soccer championship will feature the top two 
teams in the standings in a single match played on Nov. 
16 and hosted by the No.1 seed, while the volleyball 
championship is being hosted by the University of Mis-
souri-Kansas City for the first time from Nov. 24-26  at 
the Swinney Recreation Center in Kansas City, Mo. 
The swimming and diving championships head to Iowa 

City and will be the first championship of 2025 as those 
will be held Feb. 19-22 on the campus of the Univer-
sity of Iowa. Both track and field championships are 
taking place in South Dakota this year, starting off with 
the indoor event Feb. 28-March 1 in Brookings at the 
Sanford-Jackrabbit Athletic Complex. The outdoor 
track and field championships will be hosted in Ver-
million at the Lillibridge Track Complex May 15-17. 
The men’s and women’s basketball championships return 
to their familiar home at the PREMIER Center for the 10th 
time. The 2025 Men’s and Women’s Basketball Cham-
pionships will feature all nine members and will cover 

five days on the calendar, starting March 5 and culminat-
ing with the respective title games on Sunday, March 9. 
The men’s and women’s tennis championships will be 
heading back to Denver where the Pioneers will host 
competition April 18-19 at the Denver Tennis Park. 
The men’s and women’s golf championships are head-
ing to Arizona where those will be played at the  Long-
bow Golf Course. The women’s event is slated for 
April 20-22, while the men will follow on April 27-29. 
South Dakota State will host the softball championship for 
the fourth straight season at Jackrabbit Softball Stadium 
May 7-10.

Summit League Championship Schedules cont. from page 16

But Peters recovered and picked up the loose ball. He fired 
home to Adams, who tagged the runner that was on second 
base out to send the game into extra innings. From there, 
Brandon Valley scored three times in the top of the ninth to 
secure the win.

“That would have been the game winner,” VanHeel said of 
the game-saving throw from Peters to Adams for the tag at 
home plate. “When the ball was hit and Max bobbled it, it was 
like, ‘No, that’s now how our season is going to end.’ And 
then it was ‘We’re not done, let’s go!’ It was a momentum 
swing. We were so jacked and put up three runs in the ninth 
because we were like, ‘Yea, we got this.’”

Brookings 3, Brandon Valley 0 - Ryland Carroll pitched 
six innings and limited Brookings to just two hits. Bryton 
Stroh pitched the final inning without giving up a hit. But 
those two hits were enough for Brookings to advance and 
eliminate Brandon Valley, who again struggled at the plate. 
Brandon Valley had just three hits, one each from Chase 
Leary, Stroh and Peters.

“We kept getting guys on and just missed that one hit,” Van-
Heel said. “A lot of that comes down to just some of our guys 
being young and trying to play the moment. We may have 
made the game bigger than it was and put more pressure on 
ourselves rather than just play.”

Legion Baseball cont. from page 13

the mound. LaBrie 
pitched Tuesday in 
the state Legion tour-
nament for Post 131 
where he threw 59 
pitches and had an im-
pressive outing where 
he went the distance, 
scattering six hits with 
two strikeouts and zero 
walks. 

After Post 131 was 
eliminated in Brook-
ings on Friday, LaBrie 
turned his focus to the 
Rats in Renner on Sat-
urday. However, he got 
dinged in the bottom 
of the first when the 
Squirrels touched him 
up for three earned 
runs on two hits.

Valley
Rats
cont. from page 14
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Tom A. Savage
Contributing writer

The International Motor Contest Associ-
ation (IMCA) launched a cost-saving sprint 
car racing series years ago called the Race-
Saver class.

Uniform rules are used at every Race-
Saver sprint car race from coast-to-coast 
with cost-saving measures in place. Com-
petitors use a displacement 305 cubic-inch 
racing engine rather than an Outlaw sprint 
car, which uses 410 cubic inches. Anyone 
watching each week at Huset’s can see that 
the RaceSaver sprint cars are considerably 
slower than the showcase 410 class.

But although the RaceSaver sprint cars 
run a second off the pace per lap than the 
410s, it’s still sprint car racing, and the 
class is growing in numbers. The weekly 
program at Huset’s is a testament to that.

“I think people are finally starting to re-
alize it’s an affordable class,” said Huset’s 
General Manager Doug Johnson. “You’re 
seeing a lot of these younger guys jumping 
out of the 305 into a 410 that want to con-
tinue their career. I think it’s a great feeder 
class for kids coming out of go-karts and 
micros.”

This year at Huset’s, there have been 

65 different competitors in the RaceSaver 
series. That’s a dramatic increase over the 
40 that competed at Huset’s in 2020 when 
Tod Quiring purchased the race track and 

reopened it after it sat idle for three years.
The cost to run in the RaceSaver series 

is clearly a reason the class has continued 
to grow. Harrisburg’s Dusty Ballenger won 

the season-opener in the RaceSaver class 
this season, but he has also won twice at 
the speedway during his career in a 410.

“It’s all cost,” Ballenger said. “That’s 
why they call it the RaceSaver class, be-
cause it’s halfway economical. The price 
of motors and tires and parts is just out of 
hand (in the 410 class).”

The cost is obviously lower, and the 
speeds reflect it. A 410 sprint car cranks 
out around 950 horsepower, the same as a 
modern-day IndyCar. A RaceSaver sprint 
car has anywhere from 420-500 horsepow-
er, and it’s noticeable, both from the grand-
stands and as a driver in the racecar. 

“You can definitely feel the difference, 
for sure,” the 42-year-old Ballenger said. “I 
always tell people that on a big track, I can 
read Facebook going down the straight-
away.”

Matt Juhl is currently ninth in the 410 
championship point standings at Huset’s. 
He’s a former champion in the 360 class, 
obviously a step between the 305s and 
410s. Huset’s no longer races a 360 class, 
but when they did and Juhl made the switch 
to the bigger motor, he said the horsepower 
difference was obvious.

“You can get into trouble in a 410 quick-
continued on page 19

Submitted photo 
The International Motor Contest Association (IMCA) launched a cost-saving sprint car 
racing series years ago called the RaceSaver class. Competitors in this class use a dis-
placement 305 cubic-inch racing engine rather than a 410 cubic-inch engine.

from 5-9 pm on the1st & 3rd  
Wednesdays of this month 

at the VFW
Rudy’s Tex Mex

582-3411 • 321 Main St., Brandon, SD

$5 off a
$10 purchase

Rudy Navarrete’s

Dine in only • 1 coupon per table Diner’s favorite: Rudy Special

Prairie Red • Sweet Red Wine  
Frontennac • Rayden’s Red 
Marquette Wine • Christmas Cheer

Red WinesRed Wines
Prairie Gold • LaCrescent
Apple Raspberry • Brianna  
Rhuberry • Hey Sugar 
Frontennac Gris • Meads

White WinesWhite Wines

enjoy a sip of the country

Wilde Prairie Winery produces 100%
South Dakota Grape and Fruit Wines.
Enjoy the relaxing atmosphere of our 
winery as you taste our wine selection.

Red, Red, White, and You!Red, White, and You!
We have red & white winesWe have red & white wines
— all we need is you!— all we need is you!

Open for Tastings and ToursOpen for Tastings and Tours THURS - MONDAY  Noon to 6pm

Sunday in the Vineyard        
   - August 25 2 to 5pm
   - September 29 2 to 5pm

EventsEvents

Located five minutes north of Brandon, SD   •   48052 259th St   •   (605) 582-6471   •   www.wildeprairiewinery.com  
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Sports
RaceSaver series showing tremendous growth at Huset’s
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Submitted photo 
The more-affordable RaceSaver class has grown substantially 
in the number of competitors who line up on the dirt oval track at 
Huset’s Speedway.

BRANDON VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT 49-2BRANDON VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT 49-2

JOIN OUR TEAM AND BECOME A LYNX!!!

APPLY ON-LINE 
https://brandonvalley.tedk12.com/hire/index.aspx

or call 605-582-2058 for more information

NOW HIRING
 

CHILD NUTRITION DEPARTMENT
Flexible Part-time and Full-time positions available

Salary starting at $17.50/hour
                  Cooks - $18.55/hour

SPECIAL EDUCATION ASSISTANTS
$18.30/hour • Full-time

SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS
ALL BUILDING LEVELS

$150.00-$200.00/day• Part-time

TRANSPORTATION DRIVERS
Flexible Schedules •Training Provided

$66.62 per trip

GROUNDS
Full-time [year-round] positions available.
Salary starting at $18.90/hour with full  

benefits package

CUSTODIAL SUBSTITUTES
$16.00/hour

er,” he said more 
than a decade ago 
after winning the 
360 title at Huset’s. 
“But you can also 
get out of trouble 
faster, too.”

Having experi-
ence in a 410, 360 
and 305, Ballenger 
agrees.

“The horsepow-
er pulls you out 
of it,” Ballenger 
said of the larger 
horsepower 410. 
“In a 305, if you 
get into the cush-
ion wrong, you’re 
done. You’re pret-
ty much going to 
hit the wall.”

Armour’s Koby 
Werkmeister is a 
perfect example of using the 305 RaceSav-
er class to build his experience and resume 
to hopefully make the jump into a 410 full 
time. The 18-year-old and recent Armour 
high school graduate got a chance to jump 
into a 410 at the Jackson Motorplex earlier 
this year. He’s currently third in the cham-
pionship point standings at Huset’s in the 
RaceSaver class.

“The RaceSaver class is definitely more 
cost-friendly,” he said. “I’d like to get into 
a 410 full time, but we need to find spon-
sors. Those cars are expensive.”

The cost to run a 305 RaceSaver team 
may indeed be less expensive, but the pay-
outs are as well. While the 410 sprint car 
traditionally pays $5,000-to-win on Sun-
day nights, the 305 RaceSaver feature pays 
$700.

The winner of the World of Outlaws 
High Banks Nationals at Huset’s each year 
pockets $250,000, although this year’s 
event was rained out in June. The makeup 

date in September still pays $100,000 to 
the victor. 

But the RaceSaver class doesn’t always 
race for such lower payouts. The Race-
Saver Nationals at Eagle Raceway in Lin-
coln, Neb. each Labor Day weekend is the 
Super Bowl for the series with up to 100 
entries each year. This year’s winner will 
pocket $12,000.

Ballenger has raced at that event sev-
eral times in the past, finishing as high as 
second on one of the preliminary nights. 
He’s made the main feature event all but 
one year.

“I haven’t won it yet, but I haven’t given 
up yet,” he said.

The RaceSaver class at Huset’s has also 
shown a lot of diversity over the last two 
years. In 2023, 58 different cars compet-
ed. Over the span of the last two summers, 
there hasn’t been a repeat winner in the 
same season.

“It just shows you how close the class 
is,” Ballenger said. 

Sports
RaceSaver cont. from page 18

Dana Hess
For the S.D. NewsMedia Association

 
PIERRE — If the state’s high schools com-

ply with some new policies, it may be easier 
for the South Dakota High School Activities 
Association to create football schedules.  

The policies were approved at the Aug. 1 
meeting of the SDHSAA board of directors.  

One policy requires schools to report cer-
tain changes by the board’s February meeting 
during alignment years. For football, schools 
are ranked every two years by male average 
daily attendance to determine their classifica-
tion so that they will play against teams from 
schools of a similar size. 

Changes that must be reported in February 
include the addition or removal of football to 
the school’s offerings, new football cooper-
atives or the dissolution of football cooper-
atives.  

Dan Swartos, SDHSAA executive director, 

described the policy change as “giving us a 
little more flexibility.” 

Another policy allows SDHSAA to release 
football schedules as they are completed. It’s 
likely that schedules for the bigger schools, 
where there are rarely major changes in clas-
sifications, will be finished first. Forming 
football cooperatives is more common for 
smaller schools that field 11B and nine-man 
teams. 

Getting schedules out to schools as they 
are finished will help them finalize their plans 
for homecoming, according to SDHSAA As-
sistant Executive Director Randy Soma who 
creates the football schedules.  

Swartos said this time of year can create 
some scheduling problems as football prac-
tices begin and some smaller schools may 
realize that they don’t have enough students 
to field a team. 

The new policies earned unanimous ap-
proval from the SDHSAA board. 

New policy may ease creation 
of football schedules

SDHSAA to study success
factor in high school sports

Dana Hess
For the S.D.
NewsMedia Association

One of the new goals 
for the South Dakota High 
School Activities Association 
is studying whether a success 
factor should be used when 
classifying sports teams.  

SDHSAA Executive Di-
rector Dan Swartos said 
currently schools are clas-
sified by enrollment. Using 
a success factor would call 

for moving teams to a higher 
classification depending on 
how they do in state tourna-
ments. He said the method is 
used in other states.  

Some of the other goals 
that the SDHSAA board 
discussed during its annual 
strategic planning session 
on July 31 will be continued 
from the past year.  

One continuing goal will 
be an economic impact study 
designed, according to Swar-
tos, to offer information to 

chambers of commerce about 
the benefits of hosting state 
tournaments. He said this 
could result in some savings 
for schools on hotel lodging. 

SDHSAA will also contin-
ue its sportsmanship initia-
tive concerning the conduct 
of fans, coaches and stu-
dent-athletes. In the past year 
the association has sought to 
highlight school sportsman-
ship initiatives and worked 
with student councils on how 
to address the issue. 
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BV Blitz 10U Red – Members of the state runner-up Brandon Valley Blitz 10U Red 
team are, from left, row one: Frankie Dieren, Evie Pudwill, Kinley Callahan, Rylie Skib-
sted, Larkin Vis; row two: Sawyer Waybright, Tegan Merron, Kinsley Roeman, Bayen 
Kirschner, Piper Melby, Finley Keith and Beckett McInerney. Not pictured are Head 
Coach Andrea Pudwill and Assistant Coach Nikki Roeman.

Trio of BV Blitz teams nab 
state runner-up honors

Submitted photos 
14U BV Blitz Red – Members of the state runner-up team are, from left, row one: 
Loghan Fiege, Ellie Van Leur, Emorie Bartmann, Jacey Meyers, Anna Bergan, Kallie 
Veld, Avery Eliasonl row two: Head Coach Shawn Bergan, Abby Paulson, Ganiyah Dan-
iel, Aniston Murray, Kortney Kriech, Assistant Coaches Ron Daniel and Mitch Meyers.

BV Blitz 11U Red – State 
runner-up honors were 
won by Brandon Valley’s 
11U Red team. Members 
of the team include, from 
left, row one: Brylee Garry, 
Maddyn McGuire, So-
phie Gunvaldson, Ainsley 
LaBue, Amelia Snortland, 
Chandler Christensen, 
Addy Stofferahn; row two: 
Assistant Coach Cameron 
Ditlevson, Skya White, Ca-
mari Walker, Ali Ditlevson 
and Head Coach Corey 
Christensen.
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BROOKINGS – South Dakota 
State University Extension is part-
nering with North Dakota State 
University Extension to host a vir-
tual book club about making the 
most of retirement.

The Purposeful Retirement On-
line Book Club will meet via Zoom 
every other Wednesday for six ses-
sions. Sessions are at 10 a.m. CDT, 
starting on Sept. 11.

Participants will discuss “Pur-
poseful Retirement: How to Bring 
Happiness and Meaning to Your 
Retirement” by Hyrum W. Smith. 
Leacey Brown, SDSU Extension 

Gerontology Field Specialist, and 
Jane Strommen, NDSU Extension 
Gerontology Specialist, will host.

It is free to participate. Partici-
pants will need a copy of the book. 
Registration is required by Sept. 
10. To register, visit the  SDSU 
Extension Events page  and search 
“purposeful”.

“This book club allows attend-
ees to reflect on what matters most 
and how their retirement can reflect 
their goals and values,” said Brown. 
“We have had attendees of all ages 
participate in the club – it’s amazing 
how we all learn from each other as 

we read and discuss the book.”
During each session, Brown and 

Strommen will facilitate a group 
discussion and ask questions to en-
courage attendees to think about re-
tirement in new and exciting ways. 
The group discussion will encour-
age attendees to explore their per-
sonal attitudes and beliefs about 
retirement, learn how purpose en-
hances health and wellness, identify 
strategies to integrate purpose into 
retirement planning, and explore 
goals and priorities for retirement.

\To learn more, contact Leacey 
Brown at SDSU Extension.

UPCOMING ONLINE ONLY FARM EQUIPMENT

PUBLIC AUCTION
We are now taking consignments for  

our Online Only Fall, Pre-Harvest 
Machinery Consignment Auction.

Auction will be from August 15-21, 2024
All consignments must be in by August 5.  

For more information & details, please
Contact Keith Elbers  507-920-6131

“Quality Auctions Since 1988”
P.O. Box 196 Hills, Minnesota 56138 

Keith Elbers 507-920-6131

Elbers Auction Service  
Cost: $10.00
Meal: Pulled pork, 
potato salad, dessert 
bars, and water

DRIVE THRU 

PULLED PORK 

SUPPER

DRIVE THRU 

PULLED PORK 

SUPPER
Thursday,

Aug. 15

5-7 PM

500 N. Pasque Flower Trail

Brandon, SD 57005

Celebration UMC

THIS POSITION will be interacting 
with patients and therapists, 
requiring excellent communication 
in regards to insurance and 
scheduling needs.

PRAIRIE REHAB provides a culture 
of  care, compassion, and human 
connection with our patients. We 
offer a positive and challenging 
work environment.

PRAIRIE REHABILITATION IS HIRING!
Prairie Rehabilitation is looking for a 

FULL-TIME 
PATIENT CARE 
COORDINATOR 
for our Brandon clinic.
The schedule for this position is 
Monday-Friday 8am-5pm

CONTACT US WITH INQUIRIES:
Danielle D., HR 
1720 S Cliff Ave, Sioux Falls, SD 57105 
Phone: 605-334-5630 
ddurland@prairierehab.com

www.wellmantreeservice.comTree Specialist
605.940.9694Kirk Wellman

Complete Tree Removal | Trimming and Pruning
Proactive Approach to Tree Care

Emerald Ash Borer Treatment  | Stump Grinding
Licensed and Insured Arborist

Summer Bath Special
$5 off Xs, Small and Med Dogs
$10 off Large & XL Dogs

Now- August 31.

Online Booking @ DakotadogsSD.com
Same Day Nail trims available   
Full Service Grooming Salon
Certified groomer on staff  

605-582-2555

REGISTER YOUR SALE BY  
FRIDAY, AUGUST 16TH. 

FRIDAY,  AUGUST 23
& SATURDAY, AUGUST 24

1515THTH ANNUAL ANNUAL  
Brandon, SD Citywide 
Fall Rummage Sales

A list of addresses, items and individual 
sale times will be available at 
BrandonRummages.com

My name is Jason, call or 
text 605-838-6842 or email 

buycards30@gmail.com

Paying cash. Send me a text, call or 
email me and we can talk sports cards 
and about your collection. No collection 
is to big or small.

LOOKING TO BUYLOOKING TO BUY    
VINTAGE  VINTAGE  
SPORTS SPORTS 
CARDSCARDS  FOR RENTFOR RENT

2 bedroom apartment in Brandon. 
Rent based on income.  

Must qualify by family size and 
income. Rent based on income. 

Equal Housing Opportunity.  
Skogen Company 605-263-3941

day’s city council meeting that the 
emergency declaration was due 
to equipment failure. Three high 
services pumps were submerged 
in three feet of water, Hoeke said. 
The high service pumps are locat-
ed in the lowest level of the wa-
ter treatment plant and the sump 
pump failed.

“All of the years that I’ve 
worked for the city and that thing’s 
been here, we’ve never had that 
kind of water there,” Hoeke said.

The first of three high service 
pumps went back online at 6:30 
a.m. Monday. By 3 p.m., Hoeke 

said the second pump was online. 
Parts to repair the third pump were 
located late Monday and were 
shipped Tuesday morning from 
Chicago.

“The restrictions that we have 
now can probably come off start-
ing tomorrow (Tuesday),” Hoeke 
said.

City Administrator Bryan Read 
said staff is investigating how the 
failure occurred. 

“We know what happened, but 
now we’re investigating how we 
requested information from the 
contractors to all of the individu-

als that were on site on Friday,” 
Read said. “We’d like to talk to 
them. We’ll start with staff to get 
their information as to what oc-
curred, and then we’ll make some 
decisions after that.”

Once the water emergency dec-
laration was posted online, misin-
formation began to swirl on social 
media.

“The issue was never sources,” 
Read said. “The issue was we had 
equipment failure at the treatment 
plan, which I believe we posted. 
So, when the rumors came that 
the wells are going dry couldn’t 

be any further from the truth. We 
have very good producing wells. 
We actually have four wells that 
produce water for us. We did 
switch to well No. 3 because it 
goes directly into the system, it 
doesn’t come into the water treat-
ment plant. With the high service 
pumps down, well three becomes 
our fallback safety issue. … The 
bottleneck was the three high ser-
vice pumps became inundated 
with water and the failure of the 
sump pump. As we all know, elec-
tric motors do not do well in wa-
ter. They fail.”

Anyone with questions should 
contact City Hall, Read encour-
aged. “We will give them the 
information. As of now, the mis-
information, which is critical for 
those folks that don’t like our city 
or our water system, how do you 
combat that? I don’t know. They 
are lies, just out and out lies.”

Alderman Dave Kull asked how 
low the supply of water in the tow-
ers reached. Hoeke said the Cen-
tral tower (on Holly Boulevard) 
dropped to 5.2 feet. The Redwood 
tower never went below 23 feet.

Emergency Water Declaration cont. from page 1

Brandon, trailered.
• Accident, Main Ave., Garret-

son, state accident report taken.
• Suspicious subject, Pont 

Meadow Ct., Renner, case report 
taken, lodged in jail, arrested.

• Reckless driver, I-90 and I-90 
ramp, Brandon, unable to locate.

SATURDAY, AUG. 3 
• Hit-and-run, 478th Ave., 

Brandon.
• Disorderly subjects, 256th 

St., Garretson, arrested, lodged 
in jail, case report taken.

• Disorderly subjects, Fifth St., 
Garretson, necessary action tak-
en.

• Fall, Broadway Ave., Valley 
Springs, necessary action taken.

• Reckless driver, 258th St., 
Brandon, unable to locate.

SUNDAY, AUG. 4
• Juvenile delinquency, Cliff 

Ave., Valley Springs, juvenile ar-
rest and case reports taken, cita-
tion issued.

• Suspicious subject, 482nd 
Ave., Brandon, necessary action 
taken.

MONDAY, AUG. 5
• Reckless driver, E. Custer 

Parkway, Brandon.
• Traffic hazard, 257th St., Ren-

ner, necessary action taken.
• Accident, 482nd Ave. and I-90, 

Brandon, state accident report 
taken.

• Suspicious subject, N. Quartz 
Ave., Brandon, necessary action 
taken.

• Animal problem, Second St., 
Garretson, necessary action tak-
en.

Sheriff’s Log cont. from page 4

sessment process. Notices were sent to 
all of the affected property owners, which 
included the proposed assessment and an 
invitation to object or support the project 
before the city council.

The Resolution of Necessity will next be 
published in the city’s legal newspaper of 
record, the Brandon Valley Journal, fol-
lowed by a 20-day waiting period. Property 
owners that object to the special assessment 
have the right to file a petition. The petition 
would require signatures from 55 percent 
of the impacted property owners. If a peti-
tion is filed, the process is halted until the 
council considers if the resolution assess-
ment becomes effective, Read said.

Plans and specs are next, and both were 
completed three to four years ago, which 
essentially would push the project ahead to 
the bidding process.

According to city ordinance, any spe-
cial assessment project must be bid before 
mid-April to allow the council to hear any 
objections to the special assessment roll. If 
objections are voiced, the project is once 
again put on hold. Including the city, there 
are eight impacted property owners.

Read said the assessment roll hearing is 
held prior to the project commencing. Once 
the bids are in, special assessments are cal-
culated, notices are sent to the impacted 
property owners with the exact amount of 

the special assessment, and a public hear-
ing is scheduled on the special assessment 
roll. At that point, the council has the power 
to amend it, approve it or reject it. If ap-
proved, special assessments would then be 
filed in the county collection with property 
taxes. Read reminded that the assessments 
could not be more than the increase in prop-
erty value.

The council heard from four of the ad-
jacent property owners at Monday’s public 
hearing. Two of the four shared their objec-
tions to the project.

Jerome Stark and Russell Drexler both 
cited an increase in taxes and traffic.

“I do not want this road to go through for 
a couple reasons,” Stark said. “The taxes 
would go up, and I don’t care for that to go 
up. The reason I bought my acreage is for 
the peace and quiet, and with the road going 
through, I will not have any peace and quiet 
year-round because of the IceCats and the 
baseball that’s going to be taking place.”

Drexler suggested the second entrance/
exit should connect to Highway 11 or Ma-
ple Street.

He was told the Department of Transpor-
tation would not allow that.

Developer Justin Oakland, who supports 
a second access road, asked the council to 
be “fair” in the assessment process. Oak-
land pointed out that his development is 

adjacent to the park land, but is not directly 
connected to the proposed road.

Read said there are several assessment 
methods that can be utilized.

“The area to be assessed was determined 
by the design engineer. There’s a variety of 
methods as to how these can be assessed, 
so we tried to find the one that was the most 
beneficial to the other property owners,” 
Read said. “The sewer and water assess-
ments are on per foot. The service lines 
are per item for per service. The street im-
provements are assessed on an area basis. 
So, the design engineers look at areas we 
assess, not the linear footage of the affected 
property.”

Alderwoman Barb Fish said the council 
doesn’t take implementing a special assess-
ment “lightly.”

“We were very sensitive to how this im-
pacts our residents, so just trying to figure 
out the best way to get access into that park. 
I was there once when the sirens went off 
and the tornado was coming and we could 
not get people out (fast enough),” she said.

Alderman Colin Steen said he saw first-
hand the need the for a second entrance/exit 
this summer.

“I’m really sensitive about putting a lot 
of this on the property owners, but at the 
same time, spending virtually my whole 
summer down there with baseball, it’s bru-

tal down there. We’ve got to figure out a 
way to somehow to get another access in 
and out of there. We have such a beautiful 
Aspen Park, an area down there that when 
we’re holding these huge events, the state 
tournaments that we host at times, it’s kind 
of embarrassing the amount of backed up 
traffic, as kids are trying to get dropped off 
for their games. We have kids that are on 
our team, and we’re supposed to be there 
at a certain time, and they’re late because 
there was a line all the way to up to As-
pen trying to get into the park. God forbid 
something drastic happened,” Steen said. “I 
think we need to keep this discussion going 
with being sensitive to the affected proper-
ty owners around there, but I guess I don’t 
want to kick the can down the road too far. 
We know how important this was to us as 
we went through the CIP meetings that we 
went through, so I’d like to see something 
going but if we need to delay this, I’m open 
for talking about concerns that some of the 
residents have.”

On that, Steen made the motion to ap-
prove Resolution #24-24, which was unan-
imously approved.

“Understanding that it’s not a done deal, 
it does create opportunity for work, discus-
sion or examination of it,” he said.

Resolution Of Necessity cont. from page 1

SDSU, NDSU Extensions to host book 
club about purposeful retirement
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Dana Hess
For the S.D. NewsMedia Association

PIERRE — The state’s high school 
band directors have offered a plan that 
they hope will allow for live auditions 
for students trying out for All-State 
Band. The plan was approved at the 
Aug. 1 meeting of the South Dako-
ta High School Activities Association 
board of directors.

In the past, the association has used 
the state airplane to fly judges to au-
dition sites across the state over two 
weekends in January. On the third 
weekend judges were driven to the au-
dition site. 

Over the past two years, winter weath-
er has played havoc with that schedule. 
Two years ago, after two weekends of 
live auditions, bad weather forced the 
cancellation of the third weekend and 
those students had to submit taped au-
ditions. This year bad weather canceled 
the first weekend, forcing all students to 
record their auditions. 

The plan offered by band directors 
calls for grounding the state plane and 
driving judges to auditions. Auditions 

would get started on a Wednesday in 
January in Huron, move to Sioux Falls 
for auditions on Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday and finish with auditions on 
Monday in Rapid City.  

“I feel like we made some progress,” 
said Kimberly Carda, band director at 
Roncalli High School in Aberdeen. 
During the meeting, board members 
heard from six band directors, two par-
ents of band students and one student 
band member.  

Wendy Thorson, the band director at 
Northwestern, said students need the 
experience of auditioning live before a 
judge.

“You’re not going to get that in a vid-
eo audition,” Thorson said. “The ma-
jority of band directors and ADs (activ-
ities directors) want the live auditions” 

In case of inclement weather, the au-
ditions could be rescheduled over the 
next two weeks. The plan calls for a 
decision to be made on the Tuesday be-
fore auditions start to determine if the 
weather will be good enough to travel 
across the state. 

At the board’s June meeting, SDH-
SAA Assistant Executive Director 

Brooks Bowman, who oversees fine 
arts for the association, offered the 
board two options that both included 
taping students’ auditions. 

Bowman said his main concern was 
keeping students safe in winter weath-
er. He also noted that holding the audi-
tions over three weekends gave some 
students one or two more weeks to 
practice for their auditions. It was clear 
at Thursday’s meeting that he was not a 
fan of the band directors’ proposal. 

“I really struggle with this,” Bowman 
said, when asked to offer his opinion of 
the plan. “It doesn’t fix everything.” 

Bowman and others in the SDHSAA 
office have taken heat over the past 
two years over the need to go to taped 
auditions. The band directors’ support 
for the new plan, with the bad weather 
contingency, would have to be passed 
along to the parents of band students, 
Bowman said. “That would have to be 
a priority of the band directors.”

The SDHSAA board unanimously 
approved the new audition plan during 
its Aug. 1 meeting.

DANR warns: When in doubt, stay out

INTERSTATE AUCTION CEN-
TER. Now accepting consign-
ments for clean farm and ranch 
equipment. August 10, 10:00am. 
3 miles east of SF, exit 402, Bran-
don, SD. Listing: auctionzip.com 
605-331-4550.

THE COUNTY OF GREGO-
RY is searching for a full-time 
Highway Superintendent.  For 
job description/application con-
tact the Gregory County Auditor 
at 605-775-2664 or email julie.
bartling@state.sd.us

RAUSCH CONSTRUCTION 
LLC Onida, SD. Work in a heated 
and air-conditioned shop. $25.00/

hr. minimum wage, plus OT, re-
tirement 401K, paid time off. Jerry 
Rausch 605-765-4272

ADVERTISE IN NEWSPAPERS 
statewide for only $150.00. Put 
the South Dakota Statewide 
Classifieds Network to work for 
you today! (25 words for $150. 
Each additional word $5.) Call 
this newspaper or 800-658-3697 
for details.

IF VETERINARY CARE IS UN-
AVAILABLE or unaffordable, ask 
for Happy Jack® animal health-
care products for cats, dogs, & 
horses. At Tractor Supply® & 
Bomgaars®  (www.happyjackinc.
com).

NOTICES

PETS

AUCTIONS

EMPLOYMENT

Business Card
Directory

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1971

605-582-6766
816 REDWOOD BLVD
PO BOX 733
BRANDON, SD 57005

MARV’S SANITARY SERVICE

Mary Kay Stevens
Broker Associate
Keller Williams Realty Sioux Falls
605-299-5165
marykaystevens@kw.com 
6300 S Connie Ave. Sioux Falls, SD

 Since 1976

Chris M Limmer
Financial Advisor
Larsen & Associates
A financial advisory practice of 
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC

304 S Splitrock Blvd, Ste 203A
PO Box 32
Brandon, SD 57005-1687
T: 605.582.6935
F: 605.582.2474
Chris.M.Limmer@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/Chris.M.Limmer

YOUR LOCAL PAINTING EXPERT!

CALL BILL AT 605-679-5106

• Free Painting Estimates
• Interior/Exterior
• References Available

“I HAVE THE KEYS TO 
YOUR DREAM HOME!

605-929-0329
BROKER ASSOCIATE

MICHAEL GROSS

MICHAEL@HEGG.COM

224 E HOLLY BLVD | BRANDON, SD
MICHAEL@HEGG.COM

Does Your Business 
Need Employees?
Let us throw you a life-line 

and help you advertise!

— contact us —

605-582-9999 or

advertising@bvjournal.info

Band directors offer plan to keep live 
auditions for All-State Band

PIERRE  – The South 
Dakota Retailers Associa-
tion is now accepting nom-
inations for the Retailer of 
the Year, Restaurant of the 
Year, and Community Ser-
vice awards. Nominations 
can be submitted online 
at sdra.org/awards. 

Since 1982, the Retailers 
Association has presented 
awards to recognize ex-
cellence in business and 
community service. Each 
January, individuals and 
families who own or oper-

ate outstanding businesses 
are honored with Retailer 
of the Year, Restaurant of 
the Year, and Community 
Service awards during the 
Association’s statewide 
Business Conference and 
Awards Reception in Pierre 

“We believe in South 
Dakota businesses,” said 
Executive Director Nathan 
Sanderson. “These awards 
are our way of giving back 
and recognizing those who 
make our state a great place 
to live, work, and raise a 

family.” 
This year, the Retailers 

Association is again look-
ing to South Dakotans to 
help identify businesses 
deserving of recognition. 
Consider the little shop on 
Main Street, the corner gro-
cery store, or the go-to Sat-
urday night restaurant for 
inspiration.

What makes them stand 
out? Have they done some-
thing above and beyond 
this year? What continues 
to draw people in year af-

ter year? Who is the best at 
what they do? 

If one – or two or three 
– of your favorite business-
es come to mind, tell them 
thanks by nominating them 
for one of the Retailers As-
sociation’s annual awards. 
Visit  sdra.org/awards  to 
make a nomination or view 
past recipients. Nomina-
tions accepted through Fri-
day, Sept. 4.

Nominations sought for statewide business awards

The South Dakota Department of 
Agriculture and Natural Resources 
(DANR) reminds the public to re-
main vigilant when recreating on 
lakes around the state as harmful algal 
blooms (HAB) can develop rapidly 
and without notice during the warm 
summer months. 

“HABs can be harmful to people, 
pets, and livestock so remember, 
WHEN IN DOUBT, STAY OUT,” 
said DANR Secretary Hunter Roberts.

HABs typically occur during warm 
summer months (July, August, Sep-
tember) in nutrient enriched lakes 
and ponds, although they can occur 

earlier or later in the year depending 
on the conditions. In South Dakota, 
HABs are usually produced by blue-
green algae, a primitive photosynthet-
ic alga also known as cyanobacteria. 
Blue-green algae produce toxins that 
can be harmful to people (especially 
children), pets, and livestock. Be cau-
tious when recreating during the warm 
summer months and refrain from let-
ting your pets drink lake water.

DANR and its partners collect toxin 
samples at lakes throughout the state 
and sample results are posted to an in-
teractive web map found at:

https://sdbit.maps.arcgis.com/apps/

webappviewer/index.html?id=e-
c7a545532a24a3599a46cee428def48

The map shows toxin concentration 
levels at specific times and locations. 
The results should not be used to de-
termine if waters are safe to use at any 
given time.

To learn more on HABs, vis-
it DANR’s website at  https://danr.
sd.gov/Conservation/WatershedPro-
tection/HAB.aspx. 

For questions about HABs and what 
to do if you encounter one, contact 
Joshua Strobel at 1-800-438-3367 
or Joshua.Strobel@state.sd.us.
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PUBLIC NOTICES
are your right to know.

Read the small print. Be informed.

MINNEHAHA COUNTY
____ NOTICE OF INTENT ____
NOTICE OF INTENTION TO 

TAKE TAX DEED and NOTICE 
THAT RIGHT OF REDEMPTION 
WILL EXPIRE AND TAX DEED 
ISSUE.

TO: The unknown personal repre-
senatives, Heirs, Devisees and Leg-
atees of Anne M Pearson, Deceased; 
Dean A Pearson, Deceased; & Don-
na E Pearson, Deceased, the owners 
of record of the herinafter descibed 
real property, and in whose name 
the property is taxed, Kristi L Han-
sen, personal representative of Anne 
M Pearson, deceased; Any Person in 
Possession of the Real Property; and 
to any other interested person pursu-
ant to SDCL Ch. 10-25

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, 
That the following described real 
property situated in the County of 
Minnehaha, State of South Dakota, 
to wit:

Parcel # 080780
LEGAL ADDRESS: Lot 1 in Block 

1 of Pearson’s Subdivision of part of 
the Southeast Quarter of the South-
east Quarter (SE1/4SE1/4) of Sec-
tion 25, Township 101 North, Range 
49 West of the 5th P.M., Minnehaha 
County, South Dakota, according to 
the recorded plat thereof.

Physical Address:
You can locate Parcel 80780 on 

the County’s GIS map system at 
https://gis.minnehahacounty.org/
minnemapviewer/

was sold to Minnehaha County for 
taxes then due and delinquent for the 
year 2013 at tax sale, on December 
15th, 2014 by the Treasurer of Min-
nehaha County, South Dakota for the 
sum of the unpaid real property taxes 
assessed against the property for the 
year 2013 plus penalty, interest and 
costs. That Minnehaha County, South 
Dakota, is now the lawful owner and 
holder of tax sale certificate No.13-
00059.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, 
That the following described real 
property situated in the County of 
Minnehaha, State of South Dakota, 
to wit:

Parcel # 080781
LEGAL ADDRESS: Lot 2 in Block 

1 of Pearson’s Subdivision of part of 
the Southeast Quarter of the South-
east Quarter (SE1/4 SE1/4) of Sec-
tion 25, Township 101 North, Range 
49 West of the 5th P.M., Minnehaha 
County, South Dakota, according to 
the recorded plat thereof.

Physical Address:
You can locate Parcel 80781 on 

the County’s GIS map system at 
https://gis.minnehahacounty.org/
minnemapviewer/

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, 
That the following described real 
property situated in the County of 
Minnehaha, State of South Dakota, 
to wit:

Parcel # 080782
LEGAL ADDRESS: Lot 3 in Block 

1 of Pearson’s Subdivision of part of 
the Southeast Quarter of the

Southeast Quarter (SE1/4 SE1/4) 
of Section 25, Township 101 North, 
Range 49 West of the 5th P.M., Min-
nehaha County, South Dakota, ac-
cording to the recorded plat thereof.

Physical Address:
You can locate Parcel 80782 on 

the County’s GIS map system at 
https://gis.minnehahacounty.org/
minnemapviewer/

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, 
That the following described real 
property situated in the County of 
Minnehaha, State of South Dakota, 
to wit:

Parcel # 080783
LEGAL ADDRESS: Lot 4 in Block 

1 of Pearson’s Subdivision of part of 
the Southeast Quarter of the South-
east Quarter (SE1/4 SE1/4) of Sec-
tion 25, Township 101 North, Range 
49 West of the 5th P.M., Minnehaha 
County, South Dakota, according to 
the recorded plat thereof.

Physical Address:
You can locate Parcel 80783 on 

the County’s GIS map system at 
https://gis.minnehahacounty.org/
minnemapviewer/

was sold to Minnehaha County for 
taxes then due and delinquent for the 
year 2013 at tax sale, on December 
15th, 2014 by the Treasurer of Min-
nehaha County, South Dakota for the 
sum of the unpaid real property taxes 
assessed against the property for the 
year 2013 plus penalty, interest and 
costs. That Minnehaha County, South 
Dakota, is now the lawful owner and 
holder of tax sale certificate No.13-
00062.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, 
That the following described real 
property situated in the County of 
Minnehaha, State of South Dakota, 
to wit:

Parcel # 080784
LEGAL ADDRESS: Lot 1 in Block 

2 of Pearson’s Subdivision of part of 
the Southeast Quarter of the South-
east Quarter (SE1/4SE1/4) of Sec-
tion 25, Township 101 North, Range 
49 West of the 5th P.M., Minnehaha 
County, South Dakota, according to 
the recorded plat thereof.

Physical Address:
You can locate Parcel 80784 on 

the County’s GIS map system at 
https://gis.minnehahacounty.org/
minnemapviewer/

was sold to Minnehaha County for 
taxes then due and delinquent for the 
year 2013 at tax sale, on December 

15th, 2014 by the Treasurer of Min-
nehaha County, South Dakota for the 
sum of the unpaid real property taxes 
assessed against the property for the 
year 2013 plus penalty, interest and 
costs. That Minnehaha County, South 
Dakota, is now the lawful owner and 
holder of tax sale certificate No.13-
00063.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, 
That the following described real 
property situated in the County of

Minnehaha, State of South Dakota, 
to wit:

Parcel # 080785
LEGAL ADDRESS: Lot 2 in Block 

2 of Pearson’s Subdivision of part of 
the Southeast Quarter of the South-
east Quarter (SE1/4SE1/4) of Sec-
tion 25, Township 101 North, Range 
49 West of the 5th P.M., Minnehaha 
County, South Dakota, according to 
the recorded plat thereof.

Physical Address:
You can locate Parcel 80785 on 

the County’s GIS map system at 
https://gis.minnehahacounty.org/
minnemapviewer/

was sold to Minnehaha County for 
taxes then due and delinquent for the 
year 2013 at tax sale, on December 
15th, 2014 by the Treasurer of Min-
nehaha County, South Dakota for the 
sum of the unpaid real property taxes 
assessed against the property for the 
year 2013 plus penalty, interest and 
costs. That Minnehaha County, South 
Dakota, is now the lawful owner and 
holder of tax sale certificate No.13-
00064.

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN, 
That the right of redemption of said 
real property from said tax sale will 
expire sixty days from the date of the 
completed service of this notice as 
provided by law, and that unless re-
demption is made from said tax sale 
at the Office of the Minnehaha Coun-
ty Treasurer prior to the expiration of 
such time, a tax deed will be made 
and issued by the Minnehaha County 
Treasurer to Minnehaha County.

The said tax then due and delin-
quent with interest and costs accrued 
and in addition thereto, the cost of 
service of this notice by personal 
service or publication, attorney’s fees 
and cost of affidavit, costs of record 
search, together with such interest 
as may accrue after this date, which 
must be paid in order to redeem.

Dated this 27th day of November, 
2023

Minnehaha County, South Dakota 
Owner of tax sale certificate

Kris Swanson, Treasurer Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota

Published one time at the approxi-
mate cost of $53.76.

   Aug. 7, 2024

CITY OF BRANDON
___ NOTICE OF HEARING ___

_____ FOR APPEAL _____
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, 

that a public hearing will be held by 
the Brandon City Council, on the 
19th day of August, 2024 at 6:00 
p.m. at the Brandon Council Cham-
bers, 308 S. Main Avenue, Brandon, 
South Dakota;

This hearing will be conducted to 
consider an appeal of the decision of 
the Planning & Zoning Commission 
dated July 18, 2024, as it pertains to 
the denial of a Home Occupation Per-
mit to allow for the operation of an 
in-home business of operating a high-
end women’s consignment shoppe 
out of basement of home.

The legal description and property 
address is:

Brandon Park 2nd Addition Lot 23 
Block 5 (504 N. Teton Drive)

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN 
that any interested person or their at-
torney or representative may appear 
and be heard.

Dated this 26th day of July, 2024
Bryan Read, City Administrator
Published one time at the approxi-

mate cost of $7.68.
   Aug. 7, 2024

____ SPECIAL MEETING ____ _________ MINUTES _________
The Brandon City Council met 

in a special meeting session at 4:00 
p.m. on Monday, July 29, 2024 at the 
Council Chambers at 308 S Main Av-
enue, Brandon, South Dakota.  Pres-
ent were Barb Fish, Bruce Johnson, 
David Kull, Kevin Lawrence, Randy 
Marso and Mayor Harry Buck.  Oth-
ers present were: City Administrator, 
Bryan H. Read; Finance Officer, 
Christina Smith; City Engineer, Tami 
Jansma; Public Works Director, Rol-
lie Hoeke; Police Chief, Jamie Stef-
fel; Golf Course Manager, Andrew 
Bauer and Development Director, 
Patrick Andrews.  Absent: Colin 
Steen.  

Alderwoman Fish moved and Al-
derman Kull seconded to approve the 
agenda.  Motion carried.

BUDGET WORK SESSION
Discussion was held on the 2025 

budget as presented to the council.  
No formal action was taken.  

At 5:01 p.m., hearing no further 
business, the Mayor adjourned the 
meeting.

Christina Smith, Municipal Fi-
nance Officer; Harry Buck, Mayor

Published one time at the approxi-
mate cost of $9.50.

   Aug. 7, 2024
_________ MINUTES _________
The Brandon Planning & Zoning 

Commission met in regular session 

at 6:30 p.m. on June 20, 2024 at the 
Brandon City Council Chambers. 

Roll call was taken.  Members pres-
ent were Commissioners Megan Bas-
sett, Brian Heidbrink, Brookes Noem, 
Alica Thiele and Michael Toates.  
Also present were Alderwoman Barb 
Fish, Building Official Paul Clarke, 
City Engineer Tami Jansma and De-
velopment Director Patrick Andrews.  
Absent: Commissioner Rob Schoen-
eman, Mayor Harry Buck and City 
Administrator Bryan Read.

Commissioner Noem moved Com-
missioner Heidbrink seconded to ap-
prove the agenda. Motion carried.

Commissioner Toates moved Com-
missioner Heidbrink seconded to 
approve the consent calendar which 
contained the following item: a plat 
of Lot 7 Block 4 Twin Rivers Cross-
ing Addition.  Motion carried.

Commissioner Thiele moved Com-
missioner Bassett seconded to ap-
prove the minutes of the June 6, 2024 
regular meeting.  Motion carried.

A public hearing was held, as ad-
vertised, to consider a Re-Zone Ap-
plication for 2500-2506 E. Augusta 
Street (legally described as Lot 1 
Block 6 Sunrise Estates Addition).  
Eric, Douglas Street Investments, 
7317 E. Twin Pines Court, Sioux 
Falls, was present for discussion.  
Eric is requesting a PD-Planned De-
velopment for this property, which 
will allow slightly reduced rear yard 
setbacks on the three north units.  
Commissioner Heidbrink moved 
Commissioner Toates seconded to 
make recommendation of approval to 
City Council, as presented.  Motion 
carried.

At 7:05 p.m. having no further 
business, Chairperson Fish adjourned 
the Planning & Zoning Commission 
meeting.  Motion carried.

At 7:05 p.m. Chairperson Fish 
called the Board of Adjustment meet-
ing to order.

Roll call was taken.  Members pres-
ent were Commissioners Megan Bas-
sett, Brian Heidbrink, Brookes Noem, 
Alica Thiele and Michael Toates.  
Also present were Alderwoman Barb 
Fish, Building Official Paul Clarke, 
City Engineer Tami Jansma and De-
velopment Director Patrick Andrews.  
Absent: Commissioner Rob Schoen-
eman, Mayor Harry Buck and City 
Administrator Bryan Read.

Commissioner Toates moved Com-
missioner Bassett seconded to ap-
prove the agenda. Motion carried.

A public hearing was held, as ad-
vertised, to consider a Variance Ap-
plication for 520 N. Sunday Drive.  
Applicants Casey & Lindsey Swen-
son, 520 N. Sunday Drive, were pres-
ent for discussion.  Lindsey explained 
that they are wanting to construct a 
detached garage off the alley, with an 
additional driveway measuring 20’ 
wide.  Their current driveway is 28’.  
There is an electrical transformer that 
inhibits their ability to add onto the 
current attached garage.  Eric Lenz, 
512 N. Sunday Drive, was present for 
discussion.  Eric is in support of this 
detached garage and has no problems 
with it.  Commissioner Noem moved 
Commissioner Heidbrink seconded 
to approve the variance application 
with the condition that the driveway 
of the detached garage be no wider 
than 12’ at the property line and the 
hardship being the location of the 
electrical transformer and the alley 
not being a street frontage.  Motion 
carried.

At 7:32 p.m. having no further 
business, Commissioner Thiele 
moved Commissioner Toates second-
ed to adjourn the Board of Adjust-
ment meeting.  Motion carried.

Respectfully Submitted,
Melissa Labahn, Recording Clerk; 

Patrick Andrews, Development Di-
rector

Published one time at the approxi-
mate cost of $29.95.

   Aug. 7, 2024

BRANDON TOWNSHIP
__________ NOTICE __________

1. Ditch Mowing & Spraying
Brandon Township has begun ditch 

mowing and will begin spraying 
weeds September 10 to October 15, 
2024.

If you would like to request to not 
have the ditch sprayed adjacent to 
your property please contact a town-
ship supervisor Tom at 605-366-6735

2. Cleaning Out The Right Of Way
**FALL REMINDER** It’s the 

perfect time of the year to clear trees, 
shrubs, brush & other obstacles from 
the road right-of-way. Adjacent prop-
erty owners are responsible for main-
tenance of the right-of-way outside 
of the roadway. Removal helps en-
sure that the right-of-way is clear for 
snow removal, water drainage, repair 
of utilities and more. We thank you 
for your help in this area!  

Published two times at the approxi-
mate cost of $14.98.

   Aug. 7, 14, 2024

CHANGE OF NAME
__________ NOTICE __________
STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA
SS: COUNTY OF Minnehaha
IN CIRCUIT COURT
2nd JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
In the Matter of the Petition regard-

ing Danitra Sade Carter in Change 
of Name to Denezen Tyrone Carter, 
CIV: 24-2825 NOTICE OF HEAR-
ING FOR ADULT NAME CHANGE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

a Verified Petition for Adult Name 
Change has been filed by Danitra 
Sade Carter the object and prayer of 
which is to change Petitioner’s name 
from Danitra Sade Carter to Denezen 
Tyrone Carter. On the 27th day of 
August 2024 at the hour of 11:00am 
said Verified Petition will be heard 
by this Court before the Honorable 
Judge Power Presiding, at the Court 
Room in the Minnehaha County 
Courthouse, City of Sioux Falls, 
Minnehaha County, South Dakota, or 
as soon thereafter as is convenient for 
the court. Any may come and appear 
at the time and place and show rea-
sons, if any, why said name should 
not be changed as requested. Dated 
this 11th day of July 2024 at Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota. 

Published four times at the approx-
imate cost of $35.90.

   July 17, 24, 31 & Aug. 7, 2024

CHANGE OF NAME
__________ NOTICE __________
STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA
SS: COUNTY OF Minnehaha
IN CIRCUIT COURT
2nd JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
In the Matter of the Petition regard-

ing Donald Melvin Choate in Change 
of Name to Trey Marshall Choate, 
CIV: 24-2857 NOTICE OF HEAR-
ING FOR ADULT NAME CHANGE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
a Verified Petition for Adult Name 
Change has been filed by Donald 
Melvin Choate III the object and 
prayer of which is to change Peti-
tioner’s name from Donald Melvin 
Choate III to Trey Marshall Choate. 
On the 20th day of August 2024 at 
the hour of 11:00am said Verified 
Petition will be heard by this Court 
before the Honorable Judge Pekas 
Presiding, at the Court Room in the 
Minnehaha County Courthouse, City 
of Sioux Falls, Minnehaha County, 
South Dakota, or as soon thereafter 
as is convenient for the court. Any 
may come and appear at the time and 
place and show reasons, if any, why 
said name should not be changed as 
requested. Dated this 11th day of July 
2024 at Sioux Falls, South Dakota. 

Published four times at the approx-
imate cost of $35.90.

   July 17, 24, 31 & Aug. 7, 2024

CHANGE OF NAME
__________ NOTICE __________
STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA
SS: COUNTY OF Minnehaha
IN CIRCUIT COURT
2nd JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
In the Matter of the Petition re-

garding Marie Ratliff in Change of 
Name to Marie A. Pagano, CIV: 24-
3035 NOTICE OF HEARING FOR 
ADULT NAME CHANGE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
a Verified Petition for Adult Name 
Change has been filed by Marie Rat-
liff the object and prayer of which 
is to change Petitioner’s name from 
Marie Ratliff to Marie A Pagano. 
On the 3rd day of September 2024 
at the hour of 11:00am said Verified 
Petition will be heard by this Court 
before the Honorable Judge Barnett 
Presiding, at the Court Room in the 
Minnehaha County Courthouse, City 
of Sioux Falls, Minnehaha County, 
South Dakota, or as soon thereafter 
as is convenient for the court. Any 
may come and appear at the time and 
place and show reasons, if any, why 
said name should not be changed as 
requested. Dated this 22nd day of 
July 2024 at Sioux Falls, South Da-
kota. 

Published four times at the approx-
imate cost of $35.90.

   July 24, 31 & Aug. 7, 14, 2024

CHANGE OF NAME
__________ NOTICE __________
STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA
SS: COUNTY OF Minnehaha
IN CIRCUIT COURT
2nd JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
In the Matter of the Petition regard-

ing Teresa Grace Ljovshin in Change 
of Name to Rosemary Geraldine 
Bennet, CIV: 24-2870 NOTICE OF 
HEARING FOR ADULT NAME 
CHANGE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
a Verified Petition for Adult Name 
Change has been filed by Teresa 
Grace Ljovshin the object and prayer 
of which is to change Petitioner’s 
name from Teresa Grace Ljovshin to 
Rosemary Geraldine Bennet. On the 
27th day of August 2024 at the hour 
of 11:00am said Verified Petition will 
be heard by this Court before the 
Honorable Judge Power Presiding, 
at the Court Room in the Minneha-
ha County Courthouse, City of Sioux 
Falls, Minnehaha County, South Da-
kota, or as soon thereafter as is con-
venient for the court. Any may come 
and appear at the time and place and 
show reasons, if any, why said name 
should not be changed as requested. 
Dated this 12th day of July 2024 at 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota. 

Published four times at the approx-
imate cost of $36.99.

   July  24, 31 & Aug. 7, 14, 2024

CHANGE OF NAME
__________ NOTICE __________
STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA
SS: COUNTY OF Minnehaha
IN CIRCUIT COURT
2nd JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
In the Matter of the Petition regard-

ing Nancy Deniece Garcia in Change 
of Name to Nancy Deniece Tryon, 
CIV: 24-3088 NOTICE OF HEAR-
ING FOR ADULT NAME CHANGE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
a Verified Petition for Adult Name 
Change has been filed by Nancy De-
niece Garcia the object and prayer of 
which is to change Petitioner’s name 
from Nancy Deniece Garcia to Nan-
cy Deniece Tryon. On the 10th day 
of September 2024 at the hour of 
11:00am said Verified Petition will be 
heard by this Court before the Hon-
orable Judge Pekas Presiding, at the 
Court Room in the Minnehaha Coun-
ty Courthouse, City of Sioux Falls, 
Minnehaha County, South Dakota, or 
as soon thereafter as is convenient for 
the court. Any may come and appear 
at the time and place and show rea-
sons, if any, why said name should 
not be changed as requested. Dated 
this 23rd day of July 2024 at Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota. 

Published four times at the approx-
imate cost of $35.90.

   July  31 & Aug. 7, 14, 21, 2024

CHANGE OF NAME
__________ NOTICE __________
STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA
SS: COUNTY OF Minnehaha
IN CIRCUIT COURT
2nd JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
In the Matter of the Petition regard-

ing Zane Allen Whitehead in Change 
of Name to Willow River Neuberger, 
CIV: 24-2894 NOTICE OF HEAR-
ING FOR ADULT NAME CHANGE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
a Verified Petition for Adult Name 
Change has been filed by Zane Al-
len Whitehead the object and prayer 
of which is to change Petitioner’s 
name from Zane Allen Whitehead to 
Willow River Neuberger. On the 3rd 
day of September 2024 at the hour of 
11:00am said Verified Petition will be 
heard by this Court before the Honor-
able Judge Barnett Presiding, at the 
Court Room in the Minnehaha Coun-
ty Courthouse, City of Sioux Falls, 
Minnehaha County, South Dakota, or 
as soon thereafter as is convenient for 
the court. Any may come and appear 
at the time and place and show rea-
sons, if any, why said name should 
not be changed as requested. Dated 
this 16th day of July 2024 at Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota. 

Published four times at the approx-
imate cost of $35.90

   July  31 & Aug. 7, 14, 21, 2024

CHANGE OF NAME
__________ NOTICE __________
STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA
SS: COUNTY OF Minnehaha
IN CIRCUIT COURT
2nd JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
In the Matter of the Petition regard-

ing Sam Dumi in Change of Name to 
Sandip Dumi Rai, CIV: 24-2212 NO-
TICE OF HEARING FOR ADULT 
NAME CHANGE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
a Verified Petition for Adult Name 
Change has been filed by Sam Dumi 
the object and prayer of which is to 
change Petitioner’s name from Sam 
Dumi to Sandip Dumi Rai. On the 
10th day of September 2024 at the 
hour of 11:00am said Verified Pe-
tition will be heard by this Court 
before the Honorable Judge Pekas 
Presiding, at the Court Room in the 
Minnehaha County Courthouse, City 
of Sioux Falls, Minnehaha County, 
South Dakota, or as soon thereafter 
as is convenient for the court. Any 
may come and appear at the time and 
place and show reasons, if any, why 
said name should not be changed as 
requested. Dated this 23rd day of July 
2024 at Sioux Falls, South Dakota. 

Published four times at the approx-
imate cost of $34.82

   July  31 & Aug. 7, 14, 21, 2024

CHANGE OF NAME
__________ NOTICE __________
STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA
SS: COUNTY OF Minnehaha
IN CIRCUIT COURT
2nd JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
In the Matter of the Petition regard-

ing Joey Ramae Paterson in Change 
of Name to Jo Ramae Newman, CIV: 
24-3138 NOTICE OF HEARING 
FOR ADULT NAME CHANGE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
a Verified Petition for Adult Name 
Change has been filed by Joey Ra-
mae Paterson the object and prayer 
of which is to change Petitioner’s 
name from Joey Ramae Paterson to 
Jo Ramae Newman. On the 3rd day 
of September 2024 at the hour of 
11:00am said Verified Petition will be 
heard by this Court before the Honor-
able Judge Barnett Presiding, at the 
Court Room in the Minnehaha Coun-
ty Courthouse, City of Sioux Falls, 
Minnehaha County, South Dakota, or 
as soon thereafter as is convenient for 
the court. Any may come and appear 
at the time and place and show rea-
sons, if any, why said name should 
not be changed as requested. Dated 
this 26th day of July 2024 at Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota. 

Published four times at the approx-
imate cost of $35.90.

   July  31 & Aug. 7, 14, 21, 2024

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
__________ NOTICE __________

STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA ) 
SS.

COUNTY OF MINNEHAHA )
IN CIRCUIT COURT
SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN RE:
Estate of Antonio W. Ramos,	
Decedent
CASE NO:  49PRO23-000313
Notice to Creditors
Estate of Antonio W Ramos De-

ceased. Notice is given that on 
03/11/2024 , Brian Radzik,  whose 
address is PO Box  623 Immokalee, 
FL  34143-0623 was appointed as 
Personal Representative of the es-
tate of Antonio W. Ramos. Creditors 
of decedent must file their claims 
within four months after the date of 
the first publication of this Notice or 
their claims may be barred. Claims 
may be filed with the Personal Rep-
resentative or may be filed with the 
Clerk, and a copy of the claim mailed 
to the Personal Representative. Brian 
Radzik, PO Box  623 Immokalee, 
FL  34143-0623; Minnehaha County 
Clerk of Court, 425 N Dakota Ave, 
Sioux Falls, SD 57104-2470, Hen-
ry K Evans. Evans Law, PC. 123 S. 
Main Ave, Suite 206, Sioux Falls, SD 
57104-6430, Phone: 605-367-9755. 

Published four times at the approx-
imate cost of $38.08.

  July 24, 31, & Aug. 7, 14, 2024

NOTICE BY PUBLICATION
__________ NOTICE __________

STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA )
: SS
COUNTY OF MINNEHAHA )
IN CIRCUIT COURT 
SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
NYARIAY KANG, Plaintiff,
vs.
GATMACH NYUOT, Defendant.
49DIV24-000282
ORDER RE: NOTICE BY PUBLI-

CATION
The above-entitled action came 

before this Court on the 29th day of 
July, 2024, the Honorable Judge John 
R. Pekas, on Plaintiffs Pro Se Motion 
for Publication:

The Court having granted the Mo-
tion to Serve Defendant by publica-
tion pursuant to SDCL 15-9-7, 15-9-
8, and 15-9-17;

The Court being in all things fully 
advised, and good cause appearing, 
now therefore:

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, AD-
JUDGED AND DECREED that:

1. Notice of Hearing by Service by 
Publication is authorized upon Mr. 
Gatmach Nyuot, Defendant, by pub-
lication of the Notice Hearing in a 
daily/weekly legal newspaper printed 
in Minnehaha County, South Dakota, 
one each week for four consecutive 
weeks.

SO ORDERED.
DATED this  29 day of July 2024.
BY THE COURT
Honorable John Pekas Circuit 

Court Judge
Clerk Circuit Court Judge
Attest: Angelia M. Gries
Published four times at the approx-

imate cost of $46.78.
  Aug. 7, 14, 21, 28, 2024

ORDER FOR SERVICE  
BY PUBLICATION

__________ NOTICE __________
STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA )
: SS
COUNTY OF MINNEHAHA )
IN CIRCUIT COURT 
SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
Courtney Moody, SD EX REL, 

Plaintiff,
vs.
Matthew Starkenburg, Defendant.
49REC17-388
ORDER FOR SERVICE BY PUB-

LICATION
This matter came before the Court 

on July 24, 2024, at 9:00 a.m. pursu-
ant to Defendant Matthew Starken-
burg’s Motion for Publication as 
to Motion and Affidavit for Order 
to Show Cause concerning parent-
ing time. Mr. Starkenburg appeared 
in person and represented himself. 
Plaintiff Courtney Moody did not 
appear. The Court, having consid-
ered the pleadings on file and the 
testimony of Mr. Starkenburg finds 
as follows:

Mr. Starkenburg has made rea-
sonable efforts to provide personal 
service to Ms. Moody, including by 
attempting to have her served by the 
Sheriff’s office on multiple occa-
sions. The Court therefore finds good 
cause exists to permit Mr. Starken-
burg to serve subsequent pleadings in 
this case by publication and that Ms. 
Moody is most likely still residing in 
Minnehaha County evidenced by her 
recent surreptitious return of property 
to Mr. Starkenburg.

NOW, THEREFORE, based upon 
the foregoing;

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that 
the Defendant may cause a Notice of 
Hearing in this matter to be served 
by publication upon Ms. Moody by 
publication with a paper of record 
in Minnehaha County per SDCL 
15-8-17 and mailing a copy to Ms. 
Moody’s last known address per 
SDCL 15.-8-19.

Dated this 24th day of July 2024.
BY THE COURT:
Hon. Douglas P. Barnett, Circuit 

Court Judge
ATTEST: Angelia M. Gries, Clerk 

of Courts
Published four times at the approx-

imate cost of $63.10.
  Aug. 7, 14, 21, 28, 2024
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