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Competitive Pay
Growth Opportunities 

Medical Insurance 
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401k Match

We’ve recently expanded by adding a brand new facility and are 
looking for skilled, motivated individuals to join our team.

WHAT WE HIRE FOR:
Mechanical Assemblers, Electrical Assemblers, Plumbing Assemblers, 
Painters, Welders, Machine Operators

For more information or to apply, 
please visit:
spartaner.com/careers

907 7th Avenue N.  
Brandon, SD 57005

PUTTING FIRST RESPONDERS FIRST.

New Building. New Opportunities. 
Same Commitment to Quality.

Let me helpLet me help    
TACKLE TACKLE 

your  your  
footballfootball  

NEEDSNEEDS!!

605-351-9446
Michael Raynie
BROKER ASSOCIATE

2310 S MARION
RD, SUITE 150

605.271.0924

WHERE VIP
COMES
STANDARD

LOCAL
BEST 

THEMANSALON.NET
5424 E

ARROWHEAD
PARKWAY
605.274.1011

2101 W 41ST ST
SUITE 31

605.271.9091SINCE
2010

BOOK
ONLINE OR
THROUGH
OUR APP

HOSTED WITH PRIDE BY:

Join us at the

free Fall 
community 

grillout

OCT 8TH FROM 5:30 - 7:30 PM

OdeCo Office Parking Lot
1605 W. Holly Blvd., Brandon, SD 57005

GIVE BACK TO OUR COMMUNITY!
100% FREE-WILL DONATIONS SUPPORT:

ODECO WILL MATCH DONATIONS UP TO $1,000

CAN'T ATTEND? SUPPORT 
BUDDIES & CO THROUGH VENMO 

OR AMAZON WISHLIST. WRITE 
"FALL GRILLOUT" IN NOTE

RAIN OR SHINE
SHOP DOORS 

WILL BE OPEN!

Inflatables | Dinner | Family Fun

WILL
IT

Fall Cleanup
Sprinkler Blowouts

Aeration
Snow Removal

Residential  
& Commercial

605-215-8829
CALL OR TEXT

DoDo

Chamber Member

STAND OUT
Less than 20” for only $20 and more than 20” for only $60!

Call our office for more informationCall our office for more information
605.582.9999605.582.9999

Put some color in your ad &

GET NOTICED
Place your ad here.
1404 E. Cedar St. • Brandon, SD 57005 • 605.582.9999 • brandonvalleyjournal.com
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Ask the Motor Medics®

FOR ENTERTAINMENT ONLY
ALWAYS CONSULT YOUR LOCAL SHOP AND FOLLOW ALL SAFETY PROCEDURES BEFORE REPAIRS.

COME VISIT THE MOTOR MEDICS® ONLINE AT UnderTheHoodShow.com

CHEVROLET, 
BUICK, GMC, 

CADILLAC, 
CHRYSLER, 

DODGE, RAM  
& JEEP

800-634-7701 • PAPIK.COM

305 Cliff Ave. Valley Springs, SD • 605.757.6355

VA
LL

EY SPRINGS BODY SH
O

P

746 20th Ave., Valley Springs, SD
(507) 755-6615 • ManleyTire.com

CALL 605.582.9999CALL 605.582.9999
FOR DETAILSFOR DETAILS

Your Ad Your Ad Could Be HereCould Be Here

Automotive Advice from The Under the Hood® Show
 

       

Dear Motor Medics,
 I have been reading your column for a few months now and just last week 
found your radio show and tuned in. I must say, for someone like me who 
knows nothing about cars and never really cared to, I find the show and the 
column hard to miss. Each week I learn something new and have been able to 
use your advice to save money. Guys, I have a 2013 Dodge Grand Caravan 
with a 3.6 engine. I have put about 110,000 miles on this van and have never 
done anything other than change the oil until I found you guys. I have now had 
the transmission flushed and a complete inspection done and it all came back 
with a good bill of health. At this point they say I need to have the fuel injection 
cleaned and that will help boost my mpg. It will cost $220.00 for the service.  Is 
this a good price? I can buy a can for $19.00 and pour it in the tank. Won’t that 
work just as well? 

                          Karen in Livonia Michigan

Dear Karen, 
 Having the fuel system cleaned regularly will keep your mileage at its best. It 
is also like cleaning your teeth. You brush twice a day to help maintain them 
but you need to see the dentist for regular cleanings. You can poor the can in 
the tank every so often but you need a regular cleaning professionally on a 
regular basis.

Take care, the Motor Medics

Dear Motor Medics, 
 I am a regular listener to the show and have a family of eight and we all drive. 
Do eight cars qualify for fleet repair discounts?  Our vehicles range from a 1997 
Grand Prix to a 2014 Impala. None are in warrantee and with so many cars 
and kids in college we need to be as economical as possible.  We are strong 
subscribers to your call guy Chris Carter’s “wait until it’s broke to fix it” policy. 
We are having a problem on three of our cars that we think has been caused 
by the same thing, daughter number three. The rear defrosters do not work any 
longer. This has been caused by the wire being knocked off somehow on all 
three of the cars while she was using them. We’ve passed them down the line 
as someone new has started to drive. The wires are knocked off where the tab attaches to the glass on both ends. We have 
tried glue but it won’t stick well and the defrosters don’t work that way. Can you give us some advice short of replacing the 
glass?                                                                                                                        

Doug in Chicago

Dear Doug, 
 We can help. There is a product available at most parts stores to glue the tab back on the glass. It is conductive glass 
glue that is a permanent fix if you follow the directions well. Regular glue will not hold and can get very hot due to the poor 
connection. 

Take care, the Motor Medics

VS Legion Soup Supper is 
Oct. 8
Valley Springs American Le-

gion will serve up a soup sup-
per from 5-6:30 p.m. Thursday, 
Oct. 8 at the Legion Hall. On 
the menu is chili, bean and ham 
and Lory’s chicken pot pie 
soups, corn bread muffins, chips 
hot dogs and drinks.

Walker to talk on role of 
civics, news in nation’s history
As the U.S. celebrates its 250th 

anniversary, the Brandon His-
torical Society is hosting a pre-
sentation that looks at the role 
civics and the news played in 
the nation’s history. That in-
cludes the separation of powers 
among the branches of govern-
ment and that system of checks 

and balances; civic responsi-
bilities; and how to find trusted 
sources of news and informa-
tion. Carson Walker, CEO of 
South Dakota News Watch, will 
lead this interactive presentation 
at 6 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 25, at 
the Performing Arts Center at 
Brandon Valley High School, 
301 S. Splitrock Blvd. The pro-
gram is free and open to the 
public. 

Beck to present at next 
Military History Night
Kari Beck will give the Sun-

day, Oct. 18 presentation at the 
Valley Springs Military Histo-
ry Night beginning at 6:30 p.m. 
Her presentation will be on the 
1st Minnesota Regiment at 
Gettysburg. 

The program is free and open 
to the public.

Current needs at the 
Brandon Food Pantry
Current needs at the Brandon 

Food Pantry are microwave 
popcorn, taco seasoning, bottles 
of juice, Rice-a-Roni, jelly/jam, 
BBQ sauce, canned carrots, 
vegetable and vegetable beef 
soups, deodorant, shampoo 
(only) and laundry detergent 
(56 ounces).
To make appointments for 

pickups or donations, call 582-
7001. The BAFP is open from 
3:30-5:30 p.m. Tuesdays and 
Thursdays.
Used eye glasses and hearing 

aids for the Brandon Lions Club 
may be dropped off at the 
BAFP, at Jones Family Eye 
Care and Lewis in Brandon.

BVACC, BV Journal 
schedule candidate forums
The Brandon Valley Area 

Chamber of Commerce and 
Brandon Valley Journal are 
once again teaming up on two 
upcoming candidate forums. 
The first is for candidates for 
Brandon’s Ward 1 and 3 races. 
It is set for 6:30 p.m. Thursday, 
Oct. 8 in the Brandon City 
Council Chambers. The second 
is for District 2 candidates from 
9:30-11 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 11 
at Sioux Valley Energy in Bran-
don.
Written questions from the 

public may be submitted prior 
to each candidate forum. Email 
questions by Wednesday, Oct. 
7 to editor@bvjournal.info.  

Susan Carpenter
605-951-4235
• Dog Walking  
• Pet Sitting  
• In Home Visits
• Pet Taxi
• And More!

www.susansdynamicpetcare.com
susansdynamicpetcare@gmail.com
@ Susan’s Dynamic Pet Care

Each office is independently owned and operated.

605-777-2000
matt@cbsiouxfalls.com
MattMisnerRealtor.com

MATT MISNER
REALTOR®

Church Service  
Sunday at 10:00 am

Living Springs
church

901 S. Splitrock Blvd, Brandon SD

Awana Wed.
6:15pm Sept-April

Livingspringschurch.org
Pastor Richard Gordon

KYLE ARLT
JEFF ARLT

AFFORDABLE
APPLIANCE REPAIR
     &    I N S T A L L A T I O N

C A F E

T H E R M A D O R

C O V E

W O L F

B O S C H

S U B  Z E R O

affordableappliancerepair605@gmail.com

K I T C H E N  &  L A U N D R Y  A P P L I A N C E S

D I S H W A S H E R  &  D I S P O S A L

H I G H  E N D  K I T C H E N S  

605.838.8667

PO Box 403
Brandon, SD 57005

I N S T A L L A T I O N

S E R V I C E S

• Thriving Locally Owned Agency
• 8 Full-Time Licensed Agents
• 15+ Top Rated Companies
• Ongoing Night/Weekend Hours
• Phenomenal Customer Service

Dana Clark, Owner

JACK VANLEUR

Jack@thinkalpine.com | www.thinkapline.com

3241 E Bison Trail  |  Sioux Falls, SD 57108 

Residential Real estate 
CommeRCial Real estate | Real estate investing 

staging and design

605.940.1578

4925 E. 26TH ST.  
SIOUX FALLS, SD

605-575-3973

fallsedgechiro.com

F A L L S  E D G E
C H I R O P R A C T I C

M-TH: 8:30 AM - 12:30 PM  |  1:30 PM - 5:15 PM
FRI: 8:30 AM - 12:00 PM

Frosethplumbing.net
FrosethPlumbingLLC@gmail.com

24-hour Emergency 
Service Available
Licensed, Insured, 
Bonded
Locally Owned  
& Operated

PO Box 365
Brandon, SD 57005

605-310-9158 Josh Froseth

Business Card Directory

FOR RENTFOR RENT
2 bedroom apartment in Brandon. 

Rent based on income.  
Must qualify by family size and 
income. Rent based on income. 

Equal Housing Opportunity.  
Skogen Company 605-263-3941

Helping Hand
Assisted Living Inc.
1000 Teakwood St. Brandon, SD 57005
Call Mike @ (605) 582-7939  mike@helpinghandassistedliving.com 

Shifts are 7am-7pm. Must be able to work every other weekend.
Job Requirements – Med-Aide: High School Diploma or GED 
required per state of South Dakota. Training available for a full-time 
position as a medication aide.

FULL-TIME MEDICATION AIDE
$18.00-$20.00/HOUR DOE
Openings for Full-Time Med Aides – Day Shift

Help Wanted!
Helping Hand Assisted Living in Brandon is looking for dedicated, 
compassionate workers who enjoy flexibility, top competitive wages, 
and benefits including dental, health, and accident insurance. We 
also have set schedules.

www.wellmantreeservice.comTree Specialist
605.940.9694Kirk Wellman

Complete Tree Removal | Trimming and Pruning
Proactive Approach to Tree Care

Emerald Ash Borer Treatment  | Stump Grinding
Licensed and Insured Arborist

“I HAVE THE KEYS TO 
YOUR DREAM HOME!

605-929-0329
BROKER ASSOCIATE

MICHAEL GROSS

MICHAEL@HEGG.COM

224 E HOLLY BLVD | BRANDON, SD
MICHAEL@HEGG.COM
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LEAF & TREE BRANCH

Disposal

DROP OFF DATES
SATURDAY, 
October 17th

SATURDAY, 
October 31st

SATURDAY, 
November 14th

DROP OFF DATE
SATURDAY, 
October 24th

Bring your bags and cans of 
leaves and leaf mulch to 

MCHARDY PARK 
PARKING LOT 
Hours between
8:00 am to 3:00 pm 
Dump them into the 
garbage truck furnished by 
Marv’s Sanitary Service.

Only leaves, mulch, pumpkins, veggies and garden items 
can be accepted. Leaves must be in cans or bags. 

“The City of Brandon will create an environment for its citizens to build a better 
life by using resources wisely, managing growth and providing quality services 
in a safe and professional manner.”

304 Main Ave., P.O. Box 95 Brandon, SD 57005

Phone: 605-582-6515     Fax: 605-582-6831     Utility Emergency: 605-359-2641

LLEEAAFF  DDIISSPPOOSSAALL

NO branches

NO loose leaves  

NO tarps accepted

Fees
Charged per visit, per load | Cash/Check only

Pickup truck or smaller ..........$10 
Trailer .................................................................$10
Pickup truck with trailer .......$15

Rules & Regulations:
- In-town Brandon residents only

- Provide SD Driver’s license and/or current city utility bill 
for proof of residency

- No commercial contractors unless contracted by the  
City of Brandon

- Illegal dumping outside of operation days/hours or  
non-approved items will be prosecuted

- City is not responsible for accidents or injuries

ONLY TREE BRANCHES 12 INCHES IN DIAMETER 
AND UP TO 10 FEET LONG WILL BE ACCEPTED.

TTRREEEE  BBRRAANNCCHH  DDIISSPPOOSSAALL

NO leaves, NO grass, NO lumber,  
NO pet waste & NO yard waste! 
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JACK 
VANLEUR

605.940.1578
Jack@thinkalpine.com
www.thinkalpine.com

3241 E Bison Trail | Sioux Falls, SD 57108

Residential real estate • Commercial real estate

Real estate investing  • Staging and Design

• CARPET CLEANING
• SPECIALIZING IN  

STAIN REMOVAL
• WATER EXTRACTION
• TILE AND GROUT CLEANING
• FURNACE DUCT CLEANING

xtremelycleansd.com
605-582-2237 

Commercial and Residential

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

REFINED RESULTS.
ELEVATED CONFIDENCE.

605 500-7472 
www.skn-medspa.com

A modern approach to aesthetics designed  
to enhance - not alter - your natural beauty.

HARRY BUCK
Broker Associate

605-366-0221
www.harrybuck.com

324 S. Splitrock Blvd
Brandon SD 57005

507-755-6615 | WWW.MANLEYTIRE.COM
746 20TH AVE., VALLEY SPRINGS, SD

$5495

UP TO 6 QUARTS

FULL-SYNTHETIC  
OIL CHANGE*

 *Includes battery test, wipers, lights and tire psi  
and wear. All included in the 30 point inspection!

SAVE BIG AT

SCOTT TRIPP
605-759-7941

tripp774@gmail.comscott@bornagainspaces.com

SCOTT TRIPP
605-759-7941

tripp774@gmail.comscott@bornagainspaces.com

SCOTT TRIPP
605-759-7941

tripp774@gmail.comscott@bornagainspaces.com

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1971

816 Redwood Blvd
PO Box 733
Brandon, SD 57005 50Years  o f  Per sona l  Serv i ce

605-582-6766
RECYCLING  •  TRASH  •  COMPOST 

S M A L L  T O W N  P R I N T E R .  B I G  C I T Y  E X P E R T I S E .

BRANDON, SD  • (605) 582 7070
WWW.PERFORMANCEPRESSINC.COM

What do you look forward to 
the most on Wednesdays? 
MAKE IT THE JOURNAL

SUBSCRIBE TODAY
Subscribe to the Journal and look forward to finding 

local news in your mailbox every Wednesday!

Print Only:    $74.34 (tax incl.) in Minnehaha county 
  $95.58 (tax incl.) out-of-county
Print & Online:    $106.20 (tax incl.) in Minnnehaha county
        $122.,13 (tax incl.) out-of-county
Online Only: $63.72 (tax incl.)

1404 E. Cedar St., Brandon, SD 57005
605.582.9999 • BrandonValleyJournal.com

LOCAL NEWS • LOCAL SPORTS • LOCAL EVERY ISSUE!

Mon - Thurs: 2pm - 12am
Fri & Sat: 11am - 2am

Sun: 11am - 8pm

 • Full Service Bar • 
• Food • Casino • 

• Live Entertainment • 
• Pool Tables • Darts • 

• Shuffle Board • 
• Arcade Games •

325 S Main Ave. 
605-582-2834

    @DoubleDSaloonSD

Investment
Real Estate

www.builtbyoakland.com
     cdigroupsd@gmail.com

605.553.5311
213 W Holly Blvd  

Construction 
Development

• Service all makes 
and models

• New installation 
and replacements

• Residential and 
light commercial

• Established in 1983

• Fully licensed and 
bonded

www.rogersplumbingandheating.com
7405 Arrowhead Pkwy
Sioux Falls, SD 57110

(605) 332-0541

101 Splitrock Blvd
 BRANDON, SOUTH DAKOTA 57005

M-F:  6:30AM-10PM
SUN-SAT:  7AM-10PM
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Mon - Thurs: 2pm - 12am
Fri & Sat: 11am - 2am

Sun: 11am - 8pm

 • Full Service Bar • 
• Food • Casino • 

• Live Entertainment • 
• Pool Tables • Darts • 

• Shuffle Board • 
• Arcade Games •

325 S Main Ave. 
605-582-2834

    @DoubleDSaloonSD

Name:  _________________________________________________

Phone:  ________________________________________________

Address:  _______________________________________________

State: _____________    Zip Code: ___________________________

 Tiebreaker! 
Guess the cumulative 
score of game #14!

Participate for a chance to win a gift certificate 
To one of the following local businesses! 

There’s 2 opportunities to be a weekly winner! Simply circle the team you think will win 
and drop it off at the Journal office by 5pm Friday or be postmarked by Friday if mailed. 
Those with the most correct will win a $25 gift certificate. The runner-up will receive a  

$10 gift certificate. A $50 certificate will be awarded to the winner who guesses all  
15 games correctly! See the official rules below.

PICK THE PIGSKINWin up to $75 in gift certificates!Win up to $75 in gift certificates!

1. The contest is open to anyone except employees the Brandon Valley Trader/Journal and their immediate families.
2. A $25 certificate will be given to the contestant picking the most games correct each week and a $10 certificate to the runner up. In case of a tie, the contestant closest to the total 

points scored for the tie-breaker game (Game #1) will be declared the winner.
3. A $50 certificate will be paid to one winner with all the correct picks. In case of a tie, the tie-breaker will determine the winner by the flip of a coin.
4. Decisions of the judges will be final and all entries become the property of the Brandon Valley Trader/Journal.
5. All entrants must use the official blank listed on this page. Your winning selections must coordinate with the game number located in each advertisement. Just circle the winning team, 

drop it off at our office by 5pm Friday or have your entry postmarked by Friday of the same week of the ad.
6. The 11-week contest is from Sept. 15 thru Nov. 24, 2026.
7. Any questions? Please call (605)582-9999

117 N. Splitrock, BraNdoN

582-3512
6am-10pm • 7 Days a Week

PICK THE PIGSKIN
Put your ad here for

Call Koran at 605-582-9999
Brandon Valley Journal

PICK THE PIGSKIN
Put your ad here for

Call Koran at 605-582-9999
Brandon Valley Journal

1404 E. Cedar St.
 Brandon, SD 57005
(605) 582-9999

Delivered to 6,650 
mailboxes weekly!

(605) 582-9999
brandonvalleyjournal.com
1404 E. Cedar St. Brandon, SD

Be in the know  
and subscribe  

with us today!

101 Splitrock Blvd
Brandon, SD

HOURS
Mon-Wed: 6am-10pm
Thu-Sat: 6am-11pm
Sun: 7am-10pm

605.582.3414
300 E. Holly Blvd.

Brandon, SD 57005

Blaine’s
Service

HONEST HOMETOWN SERVICE

M-Sat 7am-8pm | Sun  9am-6pm

Brandon, SD 57005

605-582-6383
acehardwaresd.com

PICK THE PIGSKIN
Put your ad here for

Call Koran at 605-582-9999
Brandon Valley Journal

DON’T SIT ON THE 
SIDELINES

Call 605-582-9999 to advertise with us!
BRANDON VALLEY JOURNAL

Get your 
business in 
the game! 

DON’T SIT ON THE 
SIDELINES

Call 605-582-9999 to advertise with us!
BRANDON VALLEY JOURNAL

Get your 
business in 
the game! Call to schedule your 

FREE EXAM! 
605-274-0555

1515 West Holly Blvd., Brandon

FOOTBALL SEASON 

IS HERE! 
THERE’S STILL ROOM 
FOR YOUR BUSINESS.
Call 605-582-9999 to advertise.
BRANDON VALLEY JOURNAL

FOOTBALL SEASON 

IS HERE! 
THERE’S STILL ROOM 
FOR YOUR BUSINESS.
Call 605-582-9999 to advertise.
BRANDON VALLEY JOURNAL
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Week 2 Winners

1st Place: 
Howard Brown (11-3, TB 51)

2nd Place: 
Beckham Reiffenberger 

(11-3 TB 49)

(1
)

(6
)

(1
1)

(2
)

(7
)

(1
2)

(3
)

(8
)

(1
3)

(4
)

(9
)

(1
4)

(5
)

(1
0)

Commercial Contractor Shops  
& Self-storage available.

Call 605-582-4444

801 N. 9TH AVE., BRANDON SD

Aeration + Overseeding:

• Fill thin and bare spots 

• Improve water & nutrient absorption 

• Strengthen root growth 

• Create a thicker, healthier lawn

SoDakClippers.com  |   605.951.2660

Fall is the perfect time to strengthen your lawn for a healthier spring

TERRY BRICK
Call To Consign

605-310-3245

SCAN 
HERE

Frosethplumbing.net
FrosethPlumbingLLC@gmail.com

24-hour Emergency 
Service Available
Licensed, Insured, 
Bonded
Locally Owned  
& Operated

PO Box 365
Brandon, SD 57005

605-310-9158 Josh Froseth

DON’T MISS A 
SINGLE ISSUE! 

Grab your copy 
of the Brandon 

Valley Journal at a 
newsstand near you!

CASEY’S GENERAL STORE
COFFEE CUP FUEL STOP

SPLITROCK C-STORE
BLAINE’S SERVICE

EXPRESSWAY
SUNSHINE FOODS

GET-N-GO (Arrowhead Pkwy)
KINGBIRD COFFEE

KWIK STAR

It’s not too late 
to subscribe. 
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SERVICESERVICE
COURAGECOURAGE
COMMITMENTCOMMITMENT

Thank you to all the local heroes who  
keep our community safe as volunteer firefighters.

Fire Prevention Week: October 4-10

Devon Hansen, Fire Chief
Steve Harstad
Trent Hartog
Don Johnson
Luke Comeau

Jonathan Comeau
Wayne Hintz

Larry Johanson
Lory Johanson

Keith Kix
Shane Miller

Carl Moss
Matt Murphy
Dave Murphy

Ryan Nussbaum
Karin Rollinger
Mark Rollinger

Jeremy Scadden

Jeff Shawd
John R. Sjaarda

John Sjaarda
Brad Top

Matt Wingert
Tricia Wingert
Caleb Zomer

Matt Penning, Fire Chief
Monte Albertson

Chad Berg
Steven Braley
Cody Brock

Brandon Callenius
Sally Damm

Dwayne Dykstra
Joe Egge

Todd Egge
Dan Gary

Corey Gerovac
Logan Hoiland

Daren Horner
Seth Jackson
Miller Karnes

Scott Knochenmus
Blake Koffron
Jake Koepke

Hayden Kramer
London Lambert

Zackary Leitheiser
Sarah Leman
Adam Long

James McCaffrey
Najib Mohamud

Al Penning
Dustin Preheim

Thea Rave
Donovan Rice

Don Seiler
Kieran Tate
Darrin Tille
Jason Troll

Caleb Tschetter
Chris Willman

RJ Wright
Jonah Zimbelman

SPLIT ROCK VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

VALLEY SPRINGS VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

BRANDON VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

This thank you message is brought 
to you by the following sponsors:

spartaner.com • 605-582-4000lippert.com • (877) 287-8634

Justin Horn, Fire Chief 
Bill Biever

Mark Burger
Matt Cerwick
Nate Doerr

Joe Frantzen
Caleb Garry
Ryan Greene

Bruno Groenewold
Nick Kurvink

Jeremy Landhuis

Gary Lembcke
Tyler Linde

Kristal Montgomery
Adam Nuese
Alesia Ode

Mike Reinke
Joseph Relhak

Josh Sneller
Casey Swenson
Madilynn Swier
Matt Thompson

Mat Truckenmiller
Dustin Wagner

Jessica Weisser 

Medical Members
Diana Albers

Robert Grimes
Lindsay Laughlin

Graham Stauffacher

The way you charge your lithium-ion battery devices 
can make a difference in helping prevent home fires. 
It comes down to using simple habits each time 
you plug in.
USE THE CORD AND CHARGER THAT CAME WITH YOUR 
DEVICE OR ONE APPROVED BY THE MANUFACTURER. 
Using the wrong charger can damage the battery and 
increase the risk of fire.

CHARGE DEVICES ON A TABLE, DESK, OR OTHER HARD, FLAT 
SURFACE. Do not charge them on beds, couches, or under pillows. 
Devices and chargers produce heat during normal charging. Soft 
surfaces can trap heat and block airflow, which can cause the 
battery to overheat.

STOP USING YOUR DEVICE IF IT FEELS VERY HOT, STARTS TO 
SWELL, IS SMOKING, OR HAS A STRANGE SMELL. These are 
warning signs that the battery may be damaged or failing.

UNPLUG YOUR DEVICE WHEN IT IS FULLY CHARGED. Do not leave 
it plugged in longer than needed. Leaving a device plugged in too 
long can increase heat and stress on the battery.

CHARGE LARGER ITEMS LIKE E-BIKES, SCOOTERS, AND POWER 
TOOLS OUTSIDE AND AWAY FROM EXITS.  These batteries are 
larger and store more energy. If they fail, fires can grow quickly 
and spread. 

WHEN ON A PLANE, KEEP YOUR DEVICE WHERE YOU CAN 
SEE IT WHILE CHARGING. Do not charge devices in overhead 
compartments. Do not charge e-cigarettes or vapes on a plane. 
If a battery overheats or fails, it is important for the flight crew 
to respond quickly.

CHARGE INTO  
FIRE SAFETY ™
Safe charging means making 
smart choices every time you 
plug in. Everyday charging habits 
can help prevent lithium-ion 
battery fires.

Safe Charging Is aSafe Charging Is a
Superpower

Sparky® is a trademark of NFPA



